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16 U.S. C. 1801 et seq.

Pr ovi si ons

Pur pose and scope.

(a) The purpos
prepared under the

e of this part is to inplenment the FMPs
Magnuson Act by the CFMC, GWMC, and/or SAFMC

listed in Table 1 of this section.

(b) This part

included in the FMPs in or fromthe Cari bbean,

Atlantic, South At
1 of this section.

governs conservation and nanagenent of species

@l f, Md-

antic, or Atlantic EEZ, as indicated in Table
For the FMPs noted in the follow ng tabl e,

conservati on and managenent extends to adjoining state waters for

t he purposes of dat

a collection and nonitoring.

Table 1.--FMPs | npl

enent ed Under Part 622

FMP title

Responsi bl e fishery
managenent council (s)

Ceographi cal area

Gul f of Mexico

Atl anti ¢ Coast Red SAFMC M d-Atl antic and
Drum FMP South Atlantic
FMP for Coast al GVFMC/ SAFMC @l f:, Md-

M gratory Pel agi c At l antict2 Sout h
Resour ces Atl antict:s

FMP for Coral and GVFMC Gl f

Coral Reefs of the




FMP for Coral, Coral
Reefs, and Live/Hard
Bott om Habi tats of
the South Atlantic
Regi on

SAFMC

South Atlantic

FMP for Corals and
Reef Associ at ed

Pl ants and

| nvert ebrat es of
Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands

CFMC

Cari bbean

FMP for the Dol phin
and Wahoo Fi shery
off the Atlantic

St at es

SAFMC

Atl antic

FMP for the CGol den
Crab Fishery of the
South Atlantic

Regi on

SAFMC

South Atlantic

FMP for Pel agic

Sar gassum Habi t at of
the South Atlantic
Regi on

SAFMC

South Atlantic

FMP for Queen Conch
Resources of Puerto
Ri co and the U. S.
Virgin Islands

CFMC

Cari bbean

FMP for the Red Drum
Fishery of the Qulf
of Mexico

GVFMC

aul fr

FMP for the Reef
Fi sh Fi shery of
Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands

CFMC

Cari bbean

FMP for the Reef
Fi sh Resources of
the Gul f of Mexico

GVFMC

aul f*

FMP for the Shrinp
Fi shery of the Qulf
of Mexico

GVFMC

aul f:




FMP for the Shrinp SAFMC South Atlantic
Fi shery of the South
Atl antic Region

FMP for the Snapper- | SAFMC South Atlantic®*
G ouper Fishery of
the South Atlantic
Regi on

FMP for the Spiny CFMC Cari bbean
Lobster Fishery of

Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands

t Regul ated area includes adjoining state waters for
pur poses of data collection and quota nonitoring.

> Only king and Spani sh mackerel and cobia are managed under
the FMP in the Md-Atlantic.

s Bluefish are not managed under the FMP in the South
Atl antic.

+ Bank, rock, and bl ack sea bass and scup are not managed by
the FMP or regulated by this part north of 35°15.19" N lat., the
| atitude of Cape Hatteras Light, NC

8§ 622.2 Definitions and acronyns.

In addition to the definitions in the Magnuson Act and in §
600. 10 of this chapter, and the acronyns in § 600.15 of this
chapter, the terns and acronyns used in this part have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

Al | owabl e chem cal nmeans a substance, generally used to
i mmobilize marine life so that it can be captured alive, that,
when introduced into the water, does not take @Gulf and South
Atl antic prohibited coral and is allowed by Florida for the
harvest of tropical fish (e.g., quinaldine, quinaldine conmpounds,
or simlar substances).

Al | owabl e octocoral means an erect, nonencrusting species of
t he subcl ass Cctocorallia, except the seafans Gorgonia flabell um
and G ventalina, plus the attached substrate within 1 inch (2.54
cm of an allowable octocoral. (Note: An erect, nonencrusting
speci es of the subclass Cctocorallia, except the seafans Gorgoni a
flabellumand G ventalina, wth attached substrate exceeding 1
inch (2.54 cm is considered to be Iive rock and not all owabl e
octocoral .)

Aquacul tured live rock nmeans live rock that is harvested
under a Federal aquacultured live rock permt, as required under
8§ 622.4(a)(3)(iii).




Atlantic nmeans the North Atlantic, Md-Atlantic, and South
Atl antic.

Aut horized statistical reporting agent neans:

(1) Any person so designated by the SRD;, or

(2) Any person so designated by the head of any Federal or
State agency that has entered into an agreenent with the
Assi stant Admi nistrator to collect fishery data.

Automatic reel neans a reel that remains attached to a
vessel when in use fromwhich a |ine and attached hook(s) are
deployed. The line is payed out fromand retrieved on the reel
el ectrically or hydraulically.

Bandit gear neans a rod and reel that remain attached to a
vessel when in use fromwhich a |ine and attached hook(s) are
deployed. The line is payed out fromand retrieved on the reel
manual |y, electrically, or hydraulically.

BRD neans bycatch reduction device.

Buoy gear neans fishing gear consisting of a float and one
or nore weighted |ines suspended therefrom generally |ong enough
to reach the bottom A hook or hooks (usually 6 to 10) are on
the lines at or near the end. The float and line(s) drift freely
and are retrieved periodically to renove catch and rebait hooks.

Car apace |l ength neans the straight-line distance fromthe
orbital notch inside the orbital spine, in aline parallel to the
| ateral rostral sulcus, to the posterior margin of the
cephal ot horax. (See Figure 1 in Appendix C of this part.)

Cari bbean nmeans the Caribbean Sea around Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin |Islands.

Cari bbean conch resource neans one or nore of the follow ng
species, or a part thereof:

(1) Atlantic triton's trunpet, Charonia variegata.

(2) Caneo hel met, Cassis nadagascarensis.

(3) Caribbean hel net, Cassis tuberosa.

(4) Caribbean vase, Vasum nuricatum

(5) Flane helmet, Cassis flamea.

(6) Geen star shell, Astrea tuber.

(7) Hawkw ng conch, Stronbus raninus.

(8 MIk conch, Stronbus costatus.

(9) Queen conch, Stronbus gigus.

(10) Roostertail conch, Stronmbus gallus.

(11) True tulip, Fasciolaria tulipa.

(12) West Indian fighting conch, Stronbus pugilis.

(13) Whel k (West Indian top shell), Gttarium pica.

Cari bbean coral reef resource neans one or nore of the
species, or a part thereof, listed in Table 1 in Appendi x A of
this part, whether |iving or dead.

Cari bbean prohibited coral neans, in the Caribbean; a
gorgonian, that is, a Caribbean coral reef resource of the C ass
Ant hozoa, Subclass Octocorallia, O der Gorgonacea; a live rock
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or a stony coral, that is, a Caribbean coral reef resource of the
Cl ass Hydrozoa (fire corals and hydrocorals) or of the C ass

Ant hozoa, Subcl ass Hexacorallia, Orders Scleractinia (stony
corals) and Antipatharia (black corals); or a part thereof.

Cari bbean reef fish neans one or nore of the species, or a
part thereof, listed in Table 2 in Appendix A of this part.

Cari bbean spiny | obster neans the species Panulirus argus,
or a part thereof.

CEMC neans the Cari bbean Fi shery Managenent Council .

Charter vessel nmeans a vessel |less than 100 gross tons (90.8
n) that neets the requirements of the USCG to carry six or fewer
passengers for hire and that engages in charter fishing at any
time during the cal endar year. A charter vessel with a
commercial permt, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2), is considered
to be operating as a charter vessel when it carries a passenger
who pays a fee or when there are nore than three persons aboard,

i ncl udi ng operator and crew.

Coastal migratory pelagic fish means one or nore of the
foll ow ng species, or a part thereof:

(1) Bluefish, Pomatonus saltatrix (Gulf of Mexico only).

(2) Cero, Sconberonorus regalis.

(3) Cobia, Rachycentron canadum

(4) Dol phin, Coryphaena hippurus (Gulf of Mexico only).

(5) King nmackerel, Sconberonorus cavall a.

(6) Little tunny, Euthynnus alletteratus.

(7) Spanish mackerel, Sconberonorus nmacul at us.

Coral area neans marine habitat in the Gulf or South
Atl anti c EEZ where coral growth abounds, including patch reefs,
outer bank reefs, deep water banks, and hard bottomns.

Dealer, in addition to the definition specified in 8 600.10
of this chapter, neans the person who first receives rock shrinp
harvested fromthe EEZ or dol phin or wahoo harvested fromthe
Atl antic EEZ upon transfer ashore.

Dol phi n means the speci es Coryphaena equiselis or C
hi ppurus, or a part thereof, in the Atlantic. (See the
definition of Coastal migratory pelagic fish for dol phin in the
@Qul f of Mexico.)

Drift gillnet, for the purposes of this part, neans a
gillnet, other than a long gillnet or a run-around gillnet, that
is unattached to the ocean bottom regardl ess of whether attached
to a vessel

Fish trap nmeans--

(1) In the Caribbean EEZ, a trap and its conponent parts
(including the lines and buoys), regardl ess of the construction
material, used for or capable of taking finfish.

(2) Inthe Gulf EEZ, a trap and its conponent parts
(including the Iines and buoys), regardless of the construction
mat erial, used for or capable of taking finfish, except a trap
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historically used in the directed fishery for crustaceans (that
i's, blue crab, stone crab, and spiny |obster).

(3) In the South Atlantic EEZ, a trap and its conponent
parts (including the lines and buoys), regardless of the
construction material, used for or capable of taking fish, except
a sea bass pot, a golden crab trap, or a crustacean trap (that
is, atype of trap historically used in the directed fishery for
bl ue crab, stone crab, red crab, jonah crab, or spiny |obster and
that contains at any tine not nore than 25 percent, by nunber, of
fish other than blue crab, stone crab, red crab, jonah crab, and
spiny |obster).

Fork length neans the straight-line distance fromthe tip of
the head (snout) to the rear center edge of the tail (caudal
fin). (See Figure 2 in Appendix C of this part.)

&ol den crab neans the species Chaceon fenneri, or a part
t her eof .

&ol den crab trap nmeans any trap used or possessed in
association with a directed fishery for golden crab in the South
Atlantic EEZ, including any trap that contains a golden crab in
or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ or any trap on board a vessel that
possesses golden crab in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ.

GVEMC neans the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Managenent Council .

@l f means the Gulf of Mexico. The line of demarcation
between the Atlantic Ccean and the Gulf of Mexico is specified in
8§ 600.105(c) of this chapter.

@l f reef fish nmeans one or nore of the species, or a part
thereof, listed in Table 3 in Appendix A of this part.

@l f and South Atlantic prohibited coral neans, in the Gulf
and South Atlantic, one or nore of the follow ng, or a part
t her eof :

(1) Coral belonging to the Cass Hydrozoa (fire corals and
hydr ocoral s).

(2) Coral belonging to the O ass Anthozoa, Subclass
Hexacorallia, Orders Scleractinia (stony corals) and Antipatharia
(bl ack corals).

(3) A seafan, Gorgonia flabellumor G ventalina.

(4) Coral in a coral reef, except for allowable octocoral.

(5) Coral in an HAPC, including allowable octocoral.

Handline neans a line with attached hook(s) that is tended
directly by hand.

HAPC neans habitat area of particul ar concern.

Headboat neans a vessel that holds a valid Certificate of
| nspection issued by the USCG to carry passengers for hire. A
headboat with a conmercial vessel permt, as required under 8§
622.4(a)(2), is considered to be operating as a headboat when it
carries a passenger who pays a fee or--

(1) In the case of persons aboard fishing for or possessing
Sout h Atl antic snapper-grouper, when there are nore persons
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aboard than the nunmber of crew specified in the vessel's
Certificate of Inspection; or

(2) I'n the case of persons aboard fishing for or possessing
coastal mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish, when there are
nore than three persons aboard, including operator and crew.

Headr ope | ength neans the di stance, neasured al ong the
f orwar dnost webbing of a trawl net, between the points at which
the upper |ip (top edge) of the nouth of the net are attached to
sl eds, doors, or other devices that spread the net.

Hook-and-1i ne gear means automatic reel, bandit gear, buoy
gear, handline, longline, and rod and reel.

Li ve rock nmeans living marine organi sns, or an assenbl age
thereof, attached to a hard substrate, including dead coral or
rock (excluding individual nollusk shells).

Long gillnet neans a gillnet that has a float line that is
nore than 1,000 yd (914 m) in |ength.

Longline neans a line that is deployed horizontally to which
gangi ons and hooks are attached. A longline may be a bottom
longline, i.e., designed for use on the bottom or a pelagic
longline, i.e., designed for use off the bottom The |ongline
haul er may be manual |y, electrically, or hydraulically operated.

MAFMC nmeans the M d-Atlantic Fi shery Managenent Council.

Md-Atlantic nmeans the Atlantic Ccean off the Atlantic
coastal states fromthe boundary between the New Engl and Fi shery
Managenment Council and the MAFMC, as specified in 8§ 600.105(a) of
this chapter, to the boundary between the MAFMC and t he SAFMC, as
specified in 8600.105(b) of this chapter.

M aratory group, for king and Spani sh mackerel, neans a
group of fish that may or may not be a separate genetic stock
but that is treated as a separate stock for nanagenment purposes.
Ki ng and Spani sh mackerel are divided into mgratory groups--the
Atlantic mgratory group and the Gulf migratory group. The
boundari es between these groups are as foll ows:

(1) King mackerel--(i) Sumrer separation. From April 1
t hrough Cctober 31, the boundary separating the Gulf and Atlantic
m gratory groups of king mackerel is 25°48" N lat., which is a
line directly west fromthe Monroe/Collier County, FL, boundary
to the outer Iimt of the EEZ

(ii) Wnter separation. From Novenber 1 through March 31,

t he boundary separating the Gulf and Atlantic mgratory groups of
king mackerel is 29°25" N lat., which is aline directly east
fromthe Vol usial/Flagler County, FL, boundary to the outer limt
of the EEZ

(2) Spanish mackerel. The boundary separating the Gulf and
Atlantic mgratory groups of Spanish mackerel is 25°20.4" N
lat., which is aline directly east fromthe M am - Dade/ Monr oe
County, FL, boundary to the outer limt of the EEZ




North Atlantic neans the Atlantic Ccean off the Atlantic
coastal states fromthe boundary between the United States and
Canada to the boundary between the New Engl and Fi shery Managenent
Council and the MAFMC, as specified in 8 600.105(a) of this
chapter.

Of Florida neans the waters in the GQulf and South Atlantic
from30°42'45.6" N lat., whichis aline directly east fromthe
seaward term nus of the Ceorgial/Florida boundary, to 87°31' 06" W
long., which is aline directly south fromthe Al abama/Fl orida
boundary.

Of CGeorgia nmeans the waters in the South Atlantic froma
line extending in a direction of 104° fromtrue north fromthe
seaward term nus of the South Carolinal/ Georgia boundary to
30°42' 45.6" N. lat., whichis aline directly east fromthe
seaward term nus of the CGeorgial/Fl orida boundary.

Of Louisiana, M ssissippi, and Al abama neans the waters in
the Gulf other than off Florida and off Texas.

Of North Carolina nmeans the waters in the South Atlantic
from36°34'55" N lat., whichis aline directly east fromthe
Virginia/North Carolina boundary, to a line extending in a
direction of 135°34'55" fromtrue north fromthe North
Carol i na/ South Carolina boundary, as marked by the border station
on Bird Island at 33°51'07.9" N. lat., 78°32'32.6" W |ong.

Of South Carolina nmeans the waters in the South Atlantic
froma line extending in a direction of 135°34'55" fromtrue
north fromthe North Carolina/ South Carolina boundary, as marked
by the border station on Bird Island at 33°51'07.9" N. lat., 78°
32'"32.6" W long., to aline extending in a direction of 104°
fromtrue north fromthe seaward term nus of the South
Car ol i na/ Georgi a boundary.

Of Texas nmeans the waters in the Gulf west of a rhunmb |ine
from?29°32.1' N lat., 93°47.77 W long. to 26°11.4" N lat.,
92°53" W long., which line is an extension of the boundary
bet ween Loui si ana and Texas.

Oficial sunrise or official sunset neans the tine of
sunrise or sunset as determned for the date and location in The
Nautical Al manac, prepared by the U S. Naval Qobservatory.

Pel agic longline nmeans a longline that is suspended by
floats in the water colum and that is not fixed to or in contact
Wi th the ocean bottom

Pel agi ¢ sargassum neans t he speci es Sargassum natans or S.
fluitans, or a part thereof.

Penaeid shrinp trawl er nmeans any vessel that is equi pped
with one or nore trawl nets whose on-board or | anded catch of
brown, pink, or white shrinp (penaeid shrinp) is nore than 1
percent, by weight, of all fish conprising its on-board or |anded
catch.
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Power head nmeans any device with an expl osive charge, usually
attached to a speargun, spear, pole, or stick, that fires a
projectile upon contact.

Processor mnmeans a person who processes fish or fish
products, or parts thereof, for comrercial use or consunption.

Pur chase neans the act or activity of buying, trading, or
bartering, or attenpting to buy, trade, or barter.

Red drum also called redfish, nmeans Sci aenops ocell atus, or
a part thereof.

Red snapper neans Lutjanus canpechanus, or a part thereof,
one of the Gulf reef fish species.

Regi onal Adm nistrator (RA), for the purposes of this part,
means the Adm nistrator, Southeast Region, NVFS, 9721 Executive
Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702, or a designee.

Rod and reel neans a rod and reel unit that is not attached
to a vessel, or, if attached, is readily renovable, fromwhich a
line and attached hook(s) are deployed. The line is payed out
fromand retrieved on the reel manually, electrically, or
hydraulically.

Run-around gillnet means a gillnet, other than a |ong
gillnet, that, when used, encloses an area of water.

SAEMC neans the South Atlantic Fishery Managenent Council .

Sale or sell means the act or activity of transferring
property for noney or credit, trading, or bartering, or
attenpting to so transfer, trade, or barter.

Sci ence and Research Director (SRD), for the purposes of
this part, means the Science and Research Director, Southeast
Fi sheries Science Center, NVFS (see Table 1 of § 600.502 of this
chapter).

Sea bass pot neans a trap has six rectangul ar sides and does
not exceed 25 inches (63.5 cm in height, width, or depth.

Shrinp neans one or nore of the foll ow ng species, or a part
t her eof :

(1) Brown shrinp, Farfantepenaeus aztecus.

(2) White shrinp, Litopenaeus setiferus.

(3) Pink shrinp, Farfantepenaeus duorarum

(4) Royal red shrinp, Hynmenopenaeus robustus.

(5) Rock shrinp, Sicyonia brevirostris.

(6) Seabob shrinp, X phopenaeus kroyeri.

Shrinp traw er neans any vessel that is equi pped with one or
nore trawl nets whose on-board or |anded catch of shrinp is nore
than 1 percent, by weight, of all fish conprising its on-board or
| anded cat ch.

SMZ neans speci al managenent zone.

South Atlantic nmeans the Atlantic Ccean off the Atlantic
coastal states fromthe boundary between the MAFMC and the SAFMC,
as specified in 8 600.105(b) of this chapter, to the line of
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demarcation between the Atlantic Ccean and the Gulf of Mexico, as
specified in § 600.105(c) of this chapter.

South Atlantic snapper-grouper neans one or nore of the
species, or a part thereof, listed in Table 4 in Appendi x A of
this part.

Stab net nmeans a gillnet, other than a long gillnet, or
trammel net whose weight line sinks to the bottom and subnerges
the float |ine.

Total length (TL), for the purposes of this part, neans the
straight-line distance fromthe tip of the snout to the tip of
the tail (caudal fin), excluding any caudal filanent, while the
fish is lying onits side. The nouth of the fish may be cl osed
and/or the tail nmay be squeezed together to give the greatest
overall neasurenent. (See Figure 2 in Appendix C of this part.)

Toxi c chemi cal neans any substance, other than an all owabl e
chem cal, that, when introduced into the water, can stun
i nmobi i ze, or take marine life.

Trammel net neans two or nore panels of netting, suspended
vertically in the water by a common float |ine and a common
wei ght line, with one panel having a | arger nesh size than the
other(s), to entrap fish in a pocket of netting.

Trip means a fishing trip, regardl ess of nunber of days
duration, that begins with departure froma dock, berth, beach,
seawal |, or ranp and that termnates with return to a dock
berth, beach, seawall, or ranp.

Try net, also called test net, nmeans a net pulled for brief
periods by a shrinp trawler to test for shrinp concentrations or
determ ne fishing conditions (e.g., presence or absence of bottom
debris, jellyfish, bycatch, seagrasses).

Wahoo neans the speci es Acant hocybi um sol andri, or a part
thereof, in the Atlantic.

Wld live rock neans |live rock other than aquacultured live
r ock.

W eckfish neans the species Polyprion anericanus, or a part
t hereof, one of the South Atlantic snapper-grouper species.

8§ 622.3 Relation to other | aws and requl ati ons.

(a) The relation of this part to other laws is set forth in
8 600. 705 of this chapter and paragraphs (b) and (c) of this
secti on.

(b) Except for regulations on allowable octocoral, @Gulf and
South Atlantic prohibited coral, and live rock, this part is
intended to apply within the EEZ portions of applicable National
Marine Sanctuaries and National Parks, unless the regulations
governi ng such Sanctuaries or Parks prohibit their application.
Regul ati ons on al |l owabl e octocoral, Gulf and South Atlantic
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prohi bited coral, and live rock do not apply within the EEZ
portions of the follow ng Marine Sanctuaries and National Parks:

(1) Everglades National Park (36 CFR 7.45).

(2) Looe Key National Marine Sanctuary (15 CFR part 937).

(3) Fort Jefferson National Mnunment (36 CFR 7.27).

(4) Key Largo Coral Reef National Mrine Sanctuary (15 CFR
part 929).

(5) Biscayne National Park (16 U.S.C. 410g9Q).

(6) Gray's Reef National Mrine Sanctuary (15 CFR part 938).

(7) Monitor Mrine Sanctuary (15 CFR part 924).

(c) For allowable octocoral, if a state has a catch
| andi ng, or gear regulation that is nore restrictive than a
catch, landing, or gear regulation in this part, a person |anding
in such state all owabl e octocoral taken fromthe GQulf or South
Atl antic EEZ nust conply with the nore restrictive state
regul ati on.

(d) General provisions on facilitation of enforcenent,
penal ties, and enforcenent policy applicable to all donestic
fisheries are set forth in 88 600.730, 600.735, and 600. 740 of
this chapter, respectively.

(e) An activity that is otherwise prohibited by this part
may be conducted if authorized as scientific research activity,
exenpted fishing, or exenpted educational activity, as specified
in 8 600.745 of this chapter.

§ 622.4 Permts and fees.

(a) Permits required. To conduct activities in fisheries
governed in this part, valid permts, |icenses, and endorsenents
are required as foll ows:

(1) Charter vessel/headboat permts. (i) For a person
aboard a vessel that is operating as a charter vessel or headboat
to fish for or possess, in or fromthe EEZ, species in any of the
foll ow ng species groups, a valid charter vessel/headboat permt
for that species group nust have been issued to the vessel and
nmust be on board- -

(A) &ulf coastal mgratory pelagic fish.

(B) South Atlantic coastal mgratory pelagic fish.

(O @lf reef fish.

(D) South Atlantic snapper-grouper.

[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (E), is effective 9/24/04.]

(E) Atlantic dol phin and wahoo. (See paragraph (a)(5) of
this section for the requirenents for operator permts in the
dol phi n and wahoo fishery.)

(ii) See paragraph (r) of this section regarding a
nmoratoriumon Gulf charter vessel/headboat permts and the
associ at ed provi sions.
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(1i1) See paragraph (r)(12) of this section for an
expl anation of the requirenment for the new charter
vessel / headboat permit for South Atlantic coastal mgratory
pel agic fish and for procedures for initial application and
i ssuance of that permt.

(iv) A charter vessel or headboat may have both a charter
vessel / headboat permt and a commercial vessel permt. However,
when a vessel is operating as a charter vessel or headboat, a
person aboard nust adhere to the bag limts. See the definitions
of "Charter vessel" and "Headboat"” in 8 622.2 for an expl anation
of when vessels are considered to be operating as a charter
vessel or headboat, respectively.

(2) Commercial vessel permts, |licenses, and endorsenents--
(i) Eish traps in the Gulf. For a person to possess or use a
fish trap in the EEZ in the Gulf of Mexico, a comrercial vesse
permt for GQulf reef fish with a fish trap endorsenent nust have
been issued to the vessel and nust be on board. See paragraph
(n) of this section regarding fish trap endorsenents.

(ii) Gllnets for king mackerel in the southern Florida west
coast subzone. For a person aboard a vessel to use a run-around
gillnet for king mackerel in the southern Florida west coast
subzone (see 8 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A(3)), a conmercial vessel permt
for king mackerel with a gillnet endorsenent nust have been
issued to the vessel and nust be on board. See paragraph (o) of
this section regarding a noratoriumon endorsenents for the use
of gillnets for king mackerel in the southern Florida west coast
subzone and restrictions on transferability of king mackerel
gi |l I net endorsenents.

(i1i) King nackerel. For a person aboard a vessel to be
eligible for exenption fromthe bag |imts and to fish under a
quota for king mackerel in or fromthe Gulf, Md-Atlantic, or
South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permt for king nmackerel
nmust have been issued to the vessel and nust be on board. To
obtain or renew a comercial vessel permt for king nackerel, at
| east 25 percent of the applicant's earned incone, or at |east
$10, 000, must have been derived fromcomercial fishing (i.e.,
harvest and first sale of fish) or fromcharter fishing during
one of the 3 cal endar years preceding the application. See
paragraph (gq) of this section regarding a noratorium on
commercial vessel permts for king mackerel, transfers of permts
during the noratorium and limted exceptions to the earned
i ncome or gross sales requirenent for a permt.

(iv) Spanish mackerel. For a person aboard a vessel to be
eligible for exenption fromthe bag |imts and to fish under a
quota for Spanish mackerel in or fromthe Gulf, Md-Atlantic, or
South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permt for Spanish
mackerel nust have been issued to the vessel and nust be on
board. To obtain or renew a conmercial vessel permt for Spanish
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mackerel, at |east 25 percent of the applicant's earned incone,
or at |east $10,000, nust have been derived from conmmerci al
fishing (i.e., harvest and first sale of fish) or fromcharter
fishing during one of the 3 cal endar years preceding the
appl i cation.

(v) @lf reef fish. For a person aboard a vessel to be
eligible for exenption fromthe bag limts, to fish under a
guota, or to sell @ilf reef fish in or fromthe Gulf EEZ, a
comercial vessel permt for Qulf reef fish nmust have been issued
to the vessel and nust be on board. To obtain or renew a
comercial vessel permt for Gulf reef fish, nore than 50 percent
of the applicant's earned i ncome nmust have been derived from
commercial fishing (i.e., harvest and first sale of fish) or from
charter fishing during either of the 2 cal endar years preceding
the application. See paragraph (m of this section regarding a
nor at ori um on conmerci al vessel permts for Qulf reef fish and
limted exceptions to the earned incone requirenent for a permt.

(vi) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. For a person aboard a
vessel to be eligible for exenption fromthe bag limts for South
Atl antic snapper-grouper in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, to
engage in the directed fishery for tilefish in the South Atlantic
EEZ, to use a longline to fish for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
in the South Atlantic EEZ, or to use a sea bass pot in the South
Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19" N lat. (due east of Cape Hatteras
Light, NC and 28°35.1'" N. lat. (due east of the NASA Vehicle
Assenbly Buil di ng, Cape Canaveral, FL), a commercial vessel
permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper nust have been issued
to the vessel and nust be on board. A vessel with |ongline gear
and nore than 200 Ib (90.7 kg) of tilefish on board is considered
to be in the directed fishery for tilefish. It is a rebuttable
presunption that a fishing vessel with nore than 200 | b (90.7 kg)
of tilefish on board harvested such tilefish in the EEZ. See §
622.18 for limtations on the use, transfer, and renewal of a
comercial vessel permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper.

(vii) Weckfish. For a person aboard a vessel to fish for
wreckfish in the South Atlantic EEZ, possess weckfish in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ, offload weckfish fromthe South Atlantic
EEZ, or sell weckfish in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, a
comercial vessel permt for weckfish nust have been issued to
t he vessel and nust be on board. To obtain a conmercial vessel
permt for weckfish, the applicant nust be a weckfish
sharehol der; and either the sharehol der nmust be the vessel owner
or the owner or operator nust be an enpl oyee, contractor, or
agent of the shareholder. (See 8 622.15 for information on
wr eckfi sh sharehol ders.)

(viii) South Atlantic rock shrinp. (A) For a person aboard
a vessel to fish for rock shrinp in the South Atlantic EEZ or
possess rock shrinp in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, a
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commercial vessel permt for rock shrinp nust be issued to the
vessel and nust be on board. (See paragraph (a)(5) of this
section for the requirenents for operator pernmts for the South
Atlantic rock shrinmp fishery.)

(B) I'n addition, effective July 15, 2003, for a person
aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrinp in the South Atlantic EEZ
of f CGeorgia or off Florida or possess rock shrinp in or fromthe
South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida, a linmted access
endorsenent for South Atlantic rock shrinp nust be issued to the
vessel and nust be on board. See § 622.19 for limtations on the
i ssuance, transfer, renewal, and reissuance of a limted access
endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrinp.

(ix) @lf red snapper. For a person aboard a vessel for
whi ch a commerci al vessel permt for GQulf reef fish has been
issued to retain red snapper under the trip limts specified in 8
622.44(d)(1) or (2), a Cass 1 or Cass 2 @ulf red snapper
i cense nust have been issued to the vessel and nust be on board.
See paragraph (p) of this section regarding initial issue of red
snapper |icenses.

(x) South Atlantic golden crab. For a person aboard a
vessel to fish for golden crab in the South Atlantic EEZ, possess
golden crab in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, off-load gol den
crab fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, or sell golden crab in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permt for golden
crab nmust be issued to the vessel and nust be on board. It is a
rebuttabl e presunption that a golden crab on board a vessel in
the South Atlantic or off-loaded froma vessel in a port
adjoining the South Atlantic was harvested fromthe South
Atlantic EEZ. See 8§ 622.17 for limtations on the use, transfer,
and renewal of a comrercial vessel permt for golden crab.

(xi) @ulf shrinp. For a person aboard a vessel to fish for
shrinp in the GQulf EEZ or possess shrinp in or fromthe GQulf EEZ,
a valid conrercial vessel permt for GQulf shrinp nust have been
I ssued to the vessel and nust be on board.

[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (xii), is effective 9/24/04.]

(xii) Atlantic dol phin and wahoo. (A) For a person aboard a
vessel to be eligible for exenption fromthe bag and possessi on
limts for dol phin or wahoo in or fromthe Atlantic EEZ or to
sell such dol phin or wahoo, a conmmercial vessel permt for
Atl antic dol phin and wahoo nmust be issued to the vessel and nust
be on board, except as provided in paragraph (a)(2)(xii)(B) of
this section. (See paragraph (a)(5) of this section for the
requi renments for operator permts in the Atlantic dol phin and
wahoo fishery).

(B) The provisions of paragraph (a)(2)(xii)(A) of this
section notw thstanding, a fishing vessel, except a vessel
operating as a charter vessel or headboat, that does not have a
commercial vessel permt for Atlantic dol phin and wahoo but has a
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Federal commercial vessel permt in any other fishery, is exenpt
fromthe bag and possession limts for dol phin and wahoo and may
sel | dol phin and wahoo, subject to the trip and geographi cal
[imts specified in 8§ 622.44(f)(2). (A charter vessel/headboat
permt is not a conmercial vessel permt.)

(3) Coral permits--(i) Alowable chenmical. For an
i ndi vidual to take or possess fish or other marine organisns with
an allowable chemcal in a coral area, other than fish or other
marine organi sns that are landed in Florida, a Federal allowable
chem cal permt nust have been issued to the individual. Such
permt nust be avail able when the permtted activity is being
conducted and when such fish or other marine organisns are
possessed, through |anding ashore.

(i1) Allowable octocoral. For an individual to take or
possess all owabl e octocoral in the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ,
ot her than all owabl e octocoral that is |landed in Florida, a
Federal allowable octocoral permt nust have been issued to the
i ndi vidual. Such permt nust be available for inspection when
the permtted activity is being conducted and when al |l owabl e
octocoral is possessed, through | anding ashore.

(iii1) Aquacultured live rock. For a person to take or
possess aquacultured live rock in the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ,
a Federal aquacultured live rock permt nust have been issued for
the specific harvest site. Such permt, or a copy, nust be on
board a vessel depositing or possessing material on an
aquacul tured live rock site or harvesting or possessing |live rock
froman aquacultured live rock site.

(iv) Prohibited coral. A Federal permt may be issued to
take or possess @ulf and South Atlantic prohibited coral or
Cari bbean prohibited coral only as scientific research activity,
exenpted fishing, or exenpted educational activity. See 8§

600. 745 of this chapter for the procedures and limtations for
such activities and fishing.

(v) Florida permts. Appropriate Florida permts and
endorsenments are required for the follow ng activities, wthout
regard to whether they involve activities in the EEZ or Florida's
wat er s:

(A) Landing in Florida fish or other marine organisns taken
with an all owabl e chemical in a coral area.

(B) Landing all owabl e octocoral in Florida.

(© Landing live rock in Florida.

(4) Dealer pernmits.[The follow ng sentence is effective
through 9/23/04.] For a dealer to receive Gulf reef fish, golden
crab harvested fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, South Atlantic
snapper-grouper, rock shrinp harvested fromthe South Atlantic
EEZ, or weckfish, a dealer permt for Qulf reef fish, golden
crab, South Atlantic snapper-grouper, rock shrinp, or weckfish,
respectively, nmust be issued to the deal er.[The foll ow ng

17



sentence is effective on and after 9/24/04.] For a dealer to
receive ulf reef fish, golden crab harvested fromthe South
Atlantic EEZ, South Atlantic snapper-grouper, rock shrinp
harvested fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, dol phin or wahoo harvested
fromthe Atlantic EEZ, or weckfish, a dealer permt for CGulf
reef fish, golden crab, South Atlantic snapper-grouper, rock
shrinp, Atlantic dol phin and wahoo, or weckfish, respectively,
nmust be issued to the dealer. To obtain a dealer permt, the
applicant nust have a valid state wholesaler's license in the
state(s) where the dealer operates, if required by such state(s),
and nust have a physical facility at a fixed location in such
state(s).

[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (5), is effective through 11/22/04.]

(5) Operator permts. (i) Effective May 16, 2003, for a
person to be an operator of a vessel fishing for rock shrinp in
the South Atlantic EEZ or possessing rock shrinmp in or fromthe
South Atlantic EEZ, or to be an operator of a vessel that has a
valid permt for South Atlantic rock shrinp issued under this
section, such person nust have and carry on board a valid
operator permt and one other form of personal identification
that includes a picture (driver's |license, passport, etc.).

(i) An owner of a vessel that fishes for rock shrinp in the
South Atlantic EEZ or possesses rock shrinp in or fromthe South
Atl antic EEZ, and an owner of a vessel that has a valid permt
for rock shrinp issued under this section, nust ensure that at
| east one person with a valid operator permt for the South
Atlantic rock shrinp fishery is aboard while the vessel is at sea
or of fl oadi ng.

[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (5), is effective on and after
11/ 23/ 04. ]

(5) Operator permts. (i) The follow ng persons are
required to have operator permts:

(A) An operator of a vessel that has or is required to have
a valid permit for South Atlantic rock shrinp issued under this
secti on.

(B) An operator of a vessel that has or is required to have
a charter vessel/headboat or commercial permt for Atlantic
dol phin and wahoo issued under this section.

(i1i) A person required to have an operator permt under
paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section nmust carry on board such
permt and one other form of personal identification that
includes a picture (driver's |icense, passport, etc.).

(iii) An owner of a vessel that is required to have a
perm tted operator under paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section mnust
ensure that at |east one person with a valid operator permt is
aboard while the vessel is at sea or offl oading.

(iv) An owner of a vessel that is required to have a
permtted operator under paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section and
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t he operator of such vessel are responsible for ensuring that a
person whose operator permt is suspended, revoked, or nodified
pursuant to subpart D of 15 CFR part 904 is not aboard that
vessel

(b) Applications for pernmits. Application forns for al
permts are available fromthe RA. Conpleted application forns
and all required supporting docunents nust be subnitted to the RA
at least 30 days prior to the date on which the applicant desires
to have the permt nade effective. Al vessel permts are nmailed
to owners, whether the applicant is an owner or an operator.

(1) Coral permits. (i) The applicant for a coral permt
must be the individual who wll be conducting the activity that
requires the permt. |In the case of a corporation or partnership
that will be conducting live rock aquaculture activity, the
applicant nust be the principal shareholder or a general partner.

(ii1) An applicant nust provide the foll ow ng:

(A) Nane, address, tel ephone nunber, and other identifying
i nformati on of the applicant.

(B) Nane and address of any affiliated conpany, institution,
or organi zati on.

(O Information concerning vessels, harvesting gear/ nethods,
or fishing areas, as specified on the application form

(D) Any other information that nmay be necessary for the
I ssuance or adm nistration of the permt.

(E) I'f applying for an aquacultured |live rock permt,

i dentification of each vessel that will be depositing material on
or harvesting aquacultured live rock fromthe proposed

aquacul tured live rock site, specification of the port of |anding
of aquacultured live rock, and a site evaluation report prepared
pursuant to generally accepted industry standards that--

(1) Provides accurate coordi nates of the proposed harvesting
site so that it can be |ocated using LORAN or d obal Positioning
Syst em equi prent ;

(2) Shows the site on a chart in sufficient detail to
determne its size and allow for site inspection;

(3) Discusses possible hazards to safe navigation or
hi ndrance to vessel traffic, traditional fishing operations, or
ot her public access that may result from aquacultured |ive rock
at the site;

(4) Describes the naturally occurring bottom habitat at the
site; and

(5) Specifies the type and origin of material to be
deposited on the site and howit wll be distinguishable fromthe
natural ly occurring substrate.

(2) Dealer permts. (i) The application for a dealer permt
nmust be submtted by the owner (in the case of a corporation, an
of ficer or shareholder; in the case of a partnership, a genera
partner).
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(1i) An applicant nust provide the foll ow ng:

(A) A copy of each state wholesaler's license held by the
deal er.

(B) Nane, address, telephone nunber, date the business was
formed, and other identifying information of the business.

(© The address of each physical facility at a fixed
| ocati on where the business receives fish.

(D) Name, address, tel ephone nunber, other identifying
information, and official capacity in the business of the
appl i cant.

(E) Any other information that may be necessary for the
i ssuance or administration of the permt, as specified on the
application form

(3) Vessel pernmits. (i) The application for a conmerci al
vessel permt, other than for weckfish, or for a charter
vessel / headboat permt nust be submtted by the owner (in the
case of a corporation, an officer or shareholder; in the case of
a partnership, a general partner) or operator of the vessel. A
commercial vessel permt that is issued based on the earned
income qualification of an operator is valid only when that
person is the operator of the vessel. The applicant for a
comercial vessel permt for weckfish nust be a weckfish
shar ehol der

(ii) An applicant nust provide the foll ow ng:

(A) A copy of the vessel's valid USCG certificate of
docunentation or, if not docunmented, a copy of its valid state
regi stration certificate.

(B) Vessel name and official nunber.

(C Name, address, telephone nunber, and other identifying
informati on of the vessel owner and of the applicant, if other
t han t he owner.

(D) Any other information concerning the vessel, gear
characteristics, principal fisheries engaged in, or fishing
areas, as specified on the application form

(E) Any other information that may be necessary for the
i ssuance or administration of the permt, as specified on the
application form

(F) If applying for a commercial vessel permt,
docunentation, as specified in the instructions acconpanyi ng each
application form showi ng that applicable eligibility
requi renments of paragraph (a)(2) of this section have been net.

(G If afish trap or sea bass pot will be used, the nunber,
di mensi ons, and estimated cubic volune of the traps/pots that
will be used and the applicant's desired color code for use in

identifying his or her vessel and buoys (white is not an
accept abl e col or code).

(4) Operator permts. An applicant for an operator permt
nmust provide the follow ng:
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(i) Name, address, telephone nunber, and other identifying
i nformation specified on the application.

(ii) Two recent (no nore than 1-yr old), color, passport-
si ze phot ogr aphs.

(ti1) Any other information that nmay be necessary for the
i ssuance or adm nistration of the permt, as specified on the
application form

(c) Change in application information. The owner or
operator of a vessel with a permt, a person with a coral permt,
a person with an operator permt, or a dealer with a permt nust
notify the RAwithin 30 days after any change in the application
I nformati on specified in paragraph (b) of this section. The
permt is void if any change in the information is not reported
within 30 days.

(d) Fees. A fee is charged for each application for a
permt, license, or endorsenent submtted under this section, for
each request for transfer or replacenent of such permt, |icense,
or endorsenent, and for each fish trap or sea bass pot
identification tag required under 8 622.6(b)(1)(i)(B). The
amount of each fee is calculated in accordance with the
procedures of the NOAA Fi nance Handbook, avail able fromthe RA,
for determ ning the adm nistrative costs of each special product
or service. The fee may not exceed such costs and is specified
wi th each application form The appropriate fee nust acconpany
each application, request for transfer or replacenent, or request
for fish trap/sea bass pot identification tags.

(e) Lnitial issuance. (1) The RAw Il issue an initial
permt at any tine to an applicant if the application is conplete
and the specific requirenments for the requested pernt have been
nmet. An application is conplete when all requested forns,

i nformation, and docunentati on have been received.

(2) Upon receipt of an inconplete application, the RA will
notify the applicant of the deficiency. |If the applicant fails
to correct the deficiency within 30 days of the date of the RA's
letter of notification, the application will be considered
abandoned.

(f)Duration. A permt remains valid for the period
specified on it unless it is revoked, suspended, or nodified
pursuant to subpart D of 15 CFR part 904 or, in the case of a
vessel or dealer permt, the vessel or dealership is sold.

(g) Transfer--(1) Vessel pernits, licenses, and endorsenents
and dealer permts. A vessel permt, license, or endorsenent or
a dealer permt issued under this section is not transferable or
assi gnabl e, except as provided in paragraph (n) of this section
for a comercial vessel permt for Gulf reef fish, in paragraph
(n) of this section for a fish trap endorsenent, in paragraph (o)
of this section for a Gulf king mackerel gillnet endorsenent, in
paragraph (p) of this section for a red snapper license, in
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paragraph (q) of this section for a king mackerel permt, in
paragraph (r) of this section for a charter vessel/headboat
permt for GQulf coastal mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish,
in 8 622.17(c) for a conmmercial vessel permt for golden crab, in
8§ 622.18(e) for a comercial vessel permt for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper, or in 8§ 622.19(e) for a comercial vessel permt
for South Atlantic rock shrinp. A person who acquires a vessel

or deal ership who desires to conduct activities for which a
permt, license, or endorsenent is required nust apply for a
permt, license, or endorsenent in accordance with the provisions
of this section. |If the acquired vessel or dealership is
currently permtted, the application nust be acconpanied by the
original permit and a copy of a signed bill of sale or equival ent
acqui sition papers.

(2) OQperator pernmits. An operator pernit is not
transferabl e.

(h) Renewal --(1) Vessel permits, licenses, and endorsenents
and dealer permts. Although a vessel permt, license, or
endorsenent or a dealer permt required by this section is issued
on an annual basis, an application for its renewal is required

only every 2 years. |In the interimyears, renewal is autonmatic
(w thout application) for a vessel owner or a dealer who has net
the specific requirenents for the requested permt, |icense, or

endorsenment; who has submtted all reports required under the
Magnuson- St evens Act; and who is not subject to a sanction or
deni al under paragraph (j) of this section. An owner or dealer
whose permt, license, or endorsenent is expiring will be mailed
a notification by the RA approximately 2 nonths prior to its
expiration. That notification will advise the status of the

renewal . That is, the notification will advise that the renewal
W ll be issued without further action by the owner or dealer
(automatic renewal ); that the permt, l|icense, or endorsenent is

ineligible for automatic renewal; or that a new application is
required.

(1) If eligible for automatic renewal. |If the RA's
notification indicates that the owner's or dealer's permt,
| i cense, or endorsenent is eligible for automatic renewal, the RA
will mail the automatically renewed permt, |icense, or
endor senent approximately 1 nonth prior to expiration of the old
permt, |license, or endorsenent.

(ii) If ineligible for automatic renewal. |If the RA's
notification indicates that the owner's or dealer's permt,
license, or endorsenent is ineligible for autonmatic renewal, the
notification will specify the reasons and will provide an
opportunity for correction of any deficiencies. |If the owner or
deal er does not correct such deficiencies within 60 days after
the date of the RA's notification, the renewal will be considered
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abandoned. A permt, |license, or endorsenent that is not renewed
within the applicable deadline will not be reissued.

(iii) ILf new application is required. |If the RA's
notification indicates that a new application is required, the
notification will include a preprinted renewal application. |If
the RA receives an inconplete application, the RAwll notify the
applicant of the deficiency. |If the applicant fails to correct
the deficiency within 30 days of the date of the RA's letter of
notification, the application will be considered abandoned. A
permt, license, or endorsenent that is not renewed within the
applicable deadline will not be reissued.

(iv) If notification is not received. A vessel owner or
deal er nmust contact the RAif he/she does not receive a
notification fromthe RA regarding status of renewal of a permt,
i cense, or endorsenent by 45 days prior to expiration of the
current permt.

(2) Operator permts. An operator permt required by this
section is issued for a period not |longer than 3 years. A permt
not renewed i mediately upon its expiration would expire at the
end of the operator's birth nonth that is between 2 and 3 years
after issuance. For renewal, a new application nust be submtted
in accordance with paragraph (b)(4) of this section.

(i) Display. A vessel permt, license, or endorsenent
i ssued under this section nust be carried on board the vessel. A
deal er permt issued under this section, or a copy thereof, nust
be avail able on the dealer's premises. In addition, a copy of
the dealer's permt nust acconpany each vehicle that is used to
pick up froma fishing vessel reef fish harvested fromthe Qulf
EEZ. The operator of a vessel nust present the vessel permt,
| i cense, or endorsenent for inspection upon the request of an
aut hori zed officer. A dealer or a vehicle operator nust present
the permt or a copy for inspection upon the request of an
aut hori zed officer.[The follow ng sentence is effective through
11/22/04.] An operator of a vessel in the South Atlantic rock
shrinp fishery nust present his/her operator permt and one other
form of personal identification that includes a picture (driver's
| i cense, passport, etc.) for inspection upon the request of an
aut hori zed officer. [The follow ng sentence is effective on and
after 11/23/04.] An operator of a vessel in a fishery in which
an operator permt is required nust present his/her operator
permt and one other form of personal identification that
i ncludes a picture (driver's |license, passport, etc.) for
i nspection upon the request of an authorized officer.

(j) Sanctions and denials. (1) A permt, license, or
endor senent issued pursuant to this section may be revoked,
suspended, or nodified, and a permt, |icense, or endorsenent

application nay be denied, in accordance with the procedures
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governing enforcenent-related permt sanctions and denials found
at subpart D of 15 CFR part 904.

(2) A person whose operator permt is suspended, revoked, or
nodi fi ed may not be aboard any fishing vessel subject to Federal
fishing regulations in any capacity, if so sanctioned by NOAA,
while the vessel is at sea or offloading. The vessel's owner and
operator are responsible for conpliance with this neasure. A
list of operators whose pernmits are revoked or suspended may be
obtained fromthe RA

(k) Alteration. A permt, license, or endorsenent that is
altered, erased, or nutilated is invalid.

(1) Replacenent. A replacenent permt, |icense, or
endorsenent may be issued. An application for a repl acenent
permt, license, or endorsenent is not considered a new
application. An application for a replacenent operator permt
nmust include two new phot ographs, as specified in paragraph
(b)(4)(ii) of this section

(m Mratoriumon comercial vessel permts for GQulf reef
fish. The provisions of this paragraph (n) are applicable
t hrough Decenber 31, 2005.

(1) No applications for additional commercial vessel permts
for Gulf reef fish will be accepted. Existing vessel permts may
be renewed, are subject to the restrictions on transfer or change
in paragraphs (m(2) through (5) of this section, and are subject
to the requirement for tinmely renewal in paragraph (m(6) of this
section.

(2) An owner of a permitted vessel may transfer the
commercial vessel permt for Qulf reef fish to another vessel
owned by the sane entity.

(3) An owner whose earned incone qualified for the
commercial vessel permt for Qulf reef fish may transfer the
permt to the owner of another vessel, or to the new owner when
he or she transfers ownership of the permtted vessel. Such
owner of another vessel, or new owner, may receive a conmerci al
vessel permt for Qulf reef fish for his or her vessel, and renew
it through April 15 following the first full cal endar year after
obtaining it, without neeting the earned incone requirenent of
paragraph (a)(2)(v) of this section. However, to further renew
the comercial vessel permt, the owner of the other vessel, or
new owner, nust neet the earned incone requirenent not |ater than
the first full calendar year after the permt transfer takes
pl ace.

(4) An owner of a permtted vessel, the permt for which is
based on an operator's earned incone and, thus, is valid only
when that person is the operator of the vessel, nmay transfer the
permt to the incone qualifying operator when such operator
becones an owner of a vessel.
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(5) An owner of a permtted vessel, the permt for which is
based on an operator's earned incone and, thus, is valid only
when that person is the operator of the vessel, nay have the
operator qualification on the permt renoved, and renew it
wi t hout such qualification through April 15 followi ng the first
full cal endar year after renmoving it, w thout neeting the earned
i nconme requirenment of paragraph (a)(2)(v) of this section.
However, to further renew the commercial vessel permt, the owner
must neet the earned incone requirenent not later than the first
full cal endar year after the operator qualification is renoved.
To have an operator qualification renoved froma permt, the
owner nust return the original permt to the RAwith an
application for the changed permt.

(6) A commercial vessel permt for Gulf reef fish that is
not renewed or that is revoked will not be reissued. A permt is
considered to be not renewed when an application for renewal is
not received by the RAwithin 1 year of the expiration date of
the permt.

(n) Endorsenents for fish traps in the GQulf. The provisions
of this paragraph (n) are applicable through February 7, 2007.
After February 7, 2007, no fish trap endorsenents are valid.

(1) Only those fish trap endorsenents that are valid on
February 7, 1997, may be renewed. Such endorsenents are subject
to the restrictions on transfer in paragraphs (n)(2) and (3) of
this section and are subject to the requirenent for tinely
renewal in paragraph (n)(5) of this section.

(2) Through February 7, 1999, a fish trap endorsenent may be
transferred only to a vessel that has a commercial permt for
reef fish.

(3) After February 7, 1999, a fish trap endorsenent is not
transferabl e except as foll ows:

(1) An owner of a vessel with a fish trap endorsenent may
transfer the endorsenent to another vessel owned by the sane
entity.

(1i) Afish trap endorsenment is transferable upon a change
of ownership of a permtted vessel with such endorsenent from one
to another of the follow ng: Husband, w fe, son, daughter,
brother, sister, nother, or father.

(1i1) When a change of ownership of a vessel with a fish
trap endorsenent is directly related to the disability or death
of the owner, the RA may issue such endorsenent, tenporarily or
permanently, with the commercial vessel permt for Gulf reef fish
that is issued for the vessel under the new owner. Such new
owner will be the person specified by the owner or his/her |egal
guardian, in the case of a disabled owner, or by the will or
executor/adm nistrator of the estate, in the case of a deceased
owner. (Paragraphs (m(3) and (4) of this section apply for the
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transfer of a commercial vessel permt for GQulf reef fish upon
disability or death of an owner.)

(iv) Afish trap endorsenent nmay be transferred to a vessel
with a comrercial vessel permt for Gulf reef fish whose owner
has a record of |andings of reef fish fromfish traps in the GQulf
EEZ, as reported on fishing vessel |ogbooks received by the SRD
from Novenber 20, 1992, through February 6, 1994, and who was
unable to obtain a fish trap endorsenent for the vessel with the
reported | andi ngs.

(4) The owner of a vessel that is to receive a transferred
endorsenent nust return the originals of the endorsed comrerci al
vessel permt for Qulf reef fish and the unendorsed permt to the
RA with an application for a fish trap endorsenent for his or her
vessel

(5) A fish trap endorsenent that is not renewed or that is
revoked wll not be reissued. Such endorsenent is considered to
be not renewed when an application for renewal is not received by
the RAwthin 1 year of the expiration date of the permt.

(o) Moratoriumon endorsenents for the use of gillnets for
ki ng mackerel in the southern Florida west coast subzone. (1) An
initial king mackerel gillnet endorsenment will be issued only
if--

(i) The vessel owner was the owner of a vessel with a
commercial mackerel permt with a gillnet endorsenent on or
bef ore Cctober 16, 1995; and

(1i) The vessel owner was the owner of a vessel that had
gillnet landings of Gulf mgratory group king mackerel in one of
the two fishing years, July 1, 1995, through June 30, 1996, or
July 1, 1996, through June 30, 1997. Such | andi ngs nust have
been docunented by NMFS or by the Florida Departnent of
Environnental Protection trip ticket systemas of Decenber 31
1997. Only landings when a vessel had a valid comrercial permt
for king mackerel with a gillnet endorsenment and only | andi ngs
that were harvested, |anded, and sold in conpliance with state
and Federal regulations may be used to establish eligibility.

(2) Paragraphs (0)(1)(i) and (o)(1)(ii) of this section
notw t hst andi ng, the owner of a vessel that received a comerci al
ki ng mackerel permt through transfer, between March 4, 1998, and
March 28, 2000, froma vessel that net the eligibility
requi renents in paragraphs (o)(1)(i) and (0)(1)(ii) also
qualifies for an initial king mackerel gillnet endorsenent.

(3) To obtain an initial king mackerel gillnet endorsenent
under the noratorium an owner or operator of a vessel that does
not have a king mackerel gillnet endorsenent on March 28, 2000
nmust submit an application to the RA, postnarked or hand
delivered not |later than June 26, 2000. Except for applications
for renewal s of king nmackerel gillnet endorsenents, no
applications for king mackerel gillnet endorsenents will be
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accepted after June 26, 2000. Application forns are avail able
fromthe RA

(4) The RAwill not issue an owner nore initial king
mackerel gillnet endorsenents under the noratoriumthan the
nunber of vessels with king mackerel gillnet endorsenents that
t he owner owned simultaneously on or before Cctober 16, 1995.

(5) An owner of a vessel with a king mackerel gillnet
endorsenent issued under this noratorium may transfer that
endor senment upon a change of ownership of a permtted vessel with
such endorsenent fromone to another of the follow ng: Husband,
wi fe, son, daughter, brother, sister, nother, or father. Such
endorsenment al so may be transferred to anot her vessel owned by
the sane entity.

(6) A king mackerel gillnet endorsenent that is not renewed
or that is revoked will not be reissued. An endorsenent is
considered to be not renewed when an application for renewal is
not received by the RAwithin 1 year after the expiration date of
the permt that includes the endorsenent.

(p) @Qlf red snapper licenses--(1) Cass 1 licenses. To be
eligible for the 2,000-1b (907-kg) trip limt for GQulf red
snapper specified in 8 622.44(d)(1), a vessel nust have been
i ssued both a valid commercial vessel permt for Qulf reef fish
and a valid Cass 1 Gulf red snapper license, and such permt and
i cense nust be on board.

(2) dass 2 licenses. To be eligible for the 200-1b (91-kg)
triplimt for GQulf red snapper specified in § 622.44(d)(2), a
vessel nust have been issued both a valid comercial vesse
permt for Gulf reef fish and a valid Cass 2 GQulf red snapper
Iicense, and such permt and |icense nmust be on board.

(3) OQperator restriction. An initial Qulf red snapper
license that is issued for a vessel based on the qualification of
an operator or historical captain is valid only when that
operator or historical captain is the operator of the vessel.
When applicable, this operator restriction is shown on the
l'icense.

(4) Transfer of Gulf red snapper licenses. A red snapper
license may be transferred i ndependently of a commercial vessel
permt for Qulf reef fish. To request the transfer of a red
snapper license, conplete the transfer information on the reverse
of the license and return it to the RA

(5) Initial issue of GQulf red snapper licenses--(i) dass 1
licenses. (A An initial Class 1 license will be issued for the
vessel specified by the holder of a valid red snapper endorsenent
on March 1, 1997, and to a historical captain. 1In the event of
death or disability of such hol der between March 1, 1997, and the
date Class 1 licenses are issued, a Class 1 license will be
i ssued for the vessel specified by the person to whomthe red
snapper endorsenent was transferred.
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(B) Status as a historical captain is based on information
col l ected under Amendnment 9 to the Fishery Managenent Pl an for
t he Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico (FMP) (59 FR 39301,
August 2, 1994). A historical captain is an operator who--

(1) From Novenber 6, 1989, through 1993, fished solely under
verbal or witten share agreenments with an owner, and such
agreenents provided for the operator to be responsible for hiring
the crew, who was paid fromthe share under his or her control

(2) Landed fromthat vessel at least 5,000 Ib (2,268 kg) of
red snapper per year in 2 of the 3 years 1990, 1991, and 1992;

(3) Derived nore than 50 percent of his or her earned incone
fromcomercial fishing, that is, sale of the catch, in each of
the years 1989 through 1993; and

(4) Landed red snapper prior to Novenber 7, 1989.

(1i1) dass 2 licenses. (A Aninitial Cass 2 license wll
be issued for the vessel specified by an owner or operator whose
income qualified for a comrercial vessel permt for reef fish
that was valid on March 1, 1997, and such owner or operator was
t he person whose earned incone qualified for a commercial vessel
permt for reef fish that had a | anding of red snapper during the
period fromJanuary 1, 1990, through February 28, 1997.

(B) For the purpose of paragraph (p)(5)(ii)(A) of this
section, landings of red snapper are as recorded in the
i nformation coll ected under Anendnent 9 to the FMP (59 FR 39301,
August 2, 1994) for the period 1990 through 1992 and in fishing
vessel | ogbooks, as required under 8 622.5(a)(1)(ii), received by
the SRD not |ater than March 31, 1997, for the period from
January 1, 1993, through February 28, 1997.

(C© A vessel's red snapper |andings record during the period
fromJanuary 1, 1990, through February 28, 1997, is retained by
the owner at the tine of the landings if the vessel's permt was
transferred to another vessel owned by himor her. Wen a vessel
has had a change of ownership and concurrent transfer of its
permt, the vessel's red snapper landings record is credited to
t he owner of that vessel on March 1, 1997, unless there is a
| egal 'y binding agreenent under which a previous owner retained
t he | andi ngs record. An owner who clains such retention of a
| andi ngs record nust submt a copy of the agreenent to the RA
post mar ked or hand delivered not |ater than January 30, 1998.
However, an owner who submts a copy of such agreenent after
January 6, 1998, is not assured that a red snapper |license wll
be issued before the opening of the comrercial fishery for red
snapper on February 1, 1998.

(6) Inplenentation procedures--(i) lnitial notification.

The RAwW Il notify each owner of a vessel that had a valid permt
for Gulf reef fish on March 1, 1997, each operator whose earned
inconme qualified for a valid permt on that date, and each
potential historical captain of his or her eligibility for a
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Class 1 or Cass 2 red snapper license. Initial determ nations
of eligibility will be based on NS records of red snapper
endorsenents, red snapper |andings during the period from January
1, 1990, through February 28, 1997, and applications for

hi storical captain status under Amendnment 9 to the FMP (59 FR
39301, August 2, 1994). An owner, operator, or potenti al

hi storical captain who concurs with NVFS initial determnation
of eligibility need take no further action. Each owner,
operator, and historical captain who is initially determned to
be eligible will be issued an appropriate |icense not |later than
January 23, 1998.

(i1) Reconsideration. (A) An owner, operator, or potential
hi storical captain who does not concur wwth NVFS' initial
determ nation of eligibility for historical captain status or for
a Cass 2 red snapper |icense may request reconsideration of that
initial determ nation by the RA

(B) Awitten request for reconsideration nust be submtted
to the RA postmarked or hand delivered not |ater than February
10, 1998, and nust provide witten docunentation supporting the
basis for reconsideration. However, an owner who submts such
request after January 13, 1998, is not assured that a red snapper
license will be issued before the opening of the commrercial
fishery for red snapper on February 1, 1998. Upon request by the
owner, operator, or potential historical captain, the RA wl|
forward the initial determ nation, the request for
reconsi deration, and pertinent records to a commttee consisting
of the principal state officials who are nenbers of the GWMC, or
their designees. An owner, operator, or potential historical
captain may request to nake a personal appearance before the
commttee in his or her request for reconsideration. |[|f an
owner, operator, or potential historical captain requests that
his or her request be forwarded to the commttee, such a request
constitutes the applicant's witten authorization under section
402(b) (1) (F) of the Magnuson- Stevens Fi shery Conservation and
Managenent Act (16 U . S.C. 1801 et seq.) for the RA to nake
avai l able to the comm ttee nenbers such confidential catch and
ot her records as are pertinent to the matter under
reconsi derati on.

(C Menbers of the committee will provide their individual
recomrendati ons for each application for reconsideration referred
to the commttee to the RA. The commttee nmay only deliberate
whether the eligibility criteria specified in paragraph (p)(5) of
this section were applied correctly in the applicant's case,
based solely on the avail able record, including docunentation
submtted by the applicant. Neither the conmttee nor the RA may
consi der whet her a person shoul d have been eligible for
hi storical captain status or a Cass 2 |license because of
hardship or other factors. The RAw Il nmake a final decision
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based on the initial eligibility criteria in paragraph (p)(5) of
this section and the avail able record, including docunentation
submitted by the applicant, and, if the request is considered by
the conmttee, the recommendati ons and comments from each nmenber
of the commttee. The RAw Il notify the applicant of the

deci sion and the reason therefore, in witing, within 15 days of
recei ving the recomendati ons of the conmttee nmenbers. |If the
application is not considered by the committee, the RA wll
provi de such notification wthin 15 days of the RA's receipt of
the request for reconsideration. The RA's decision wll
constitute the final admnistrative action by NVFS on an
application for reconsideration.

(q) Moratoriumon conmercial vessel permts for Kking
mackerel . This paragraph (q) is effective through Cctober 15,
2005.

(1) No applications for additional commercial vessel permts
for king mackerel will be accepted. Existing vessel permts may
be renewed, are subject to the restrictions on transfer or change
i n paragraphs (q)(2) through (qg)(5) of this section, and are
subject to the requirenent for tinmely renewal in paragraph (q)(6)
of this section.

(2) An owner of a permtted vessel may transfer the
commercial vessel permt for king mackerel issued under this
noratoriumto another vessel owned by the sanme entity.

(3) An owner whose percentage of earned income or gross
sales qualified hinmher for the conmercial vessel permt for king
mackerel issued under the noratorium may request that NMFS
transfer that permt to the owner of another vessel, or to the
new owner when he or she transfers ownership of the permtted
vessel . Such owner of another vessel, or new owner, may receive
a comercial vessel permt for king nmackerel for his or her
vessel, and renew it through April 15 followng the first ful
cal endar year after obtaining it, wthout neeting the percentage
of earned incone or gross sales requirenent of paragraph
(a)(2)(iii) of this section. However, to further renew the
commercial vessel permt, the owner of the other vessel, or new
owner, nust neet the earned incone or gross sales requirenment not
|ater than the first full calendar year after the permt transfer
t akes pl ace.

(4) An owner of a permtted vessel, the permt for which is
based on an operator's earned incone and, thus, is valid only
when that person is the operator of the vessel, may request that
NMFS transfer the permt to the income-qualifying operator when
such operator becones an owner of a vessel

(5) An owner of a permtted vessel, the permt for which is
based on an operator's earned incone and, thus, is valid only
when that person is the operator of the vessel, nmay have the
operator qualification on the permt renoved, and renew it
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wi t hout such qualification through April 15 follow ng the first
full cal endar year after renmoving it, w thout neeting the earned
i ncome or gross sales requirenent of paragraph (a)(2)(iii) of
this section. However, to further renew the comercial vessel
permt, the owner nust neet the earned income or gross sales
requi renent not later than the first full cal endar year after the
operator qualification is renmoved. To have an operator
gqualification renoved froma permt, the owner nust return the
original permt to the RAwth an application for the changed
permt.

(6) NMFS will not reissue a commercial vessel permt for
ki ng mackerel if the permt is revoked or if the RA does not
receive an application for renewal within 1 year of the permt's
expiration date.

(r) Moratoriumon charter vessel/headboat permts for Gulf
coastal mgratory pelagic fish and Gulf reef fish. The
provi sions of this paragraph (r) are applicable through.June 16,
2006. Notw thstanding the other provisions of this paragraph
(r), the expiration dates of all charter vessel/headboat permts
for Gulf reef fish or Gulf coastal mgratory pelagic fish that
were not issued under the provision of this paragraph (r) and
that were valid or renewabl e as of Decenber 17, 2002, wll| be
extended t hrough Novenber 13, 2003, provided that a permt has
not been issued under this paragraph (r) for the applicable
vessel

(1) Applicability. Beginning Novermber 13, 2003, the only
valid charter vessel/headboat permts for Gulf coastal mgratory
pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish are those that have been issued
under the noratoriumcriteria in this paragraph (r). No
applications for additional charter vessel/headboat permts for
these fisheries will be accepted. Existing permts nay be
renewed, are subject to the transferability provisions in
paragraph (r)(9) of this section, and are subject to the
requi renent for tinely renewal in paragraph (r)(10) of this
section.

(2) Initial eligibility. Initial eligibility for a charter
vessel / headboat permt for Gulf coastal mgratory pelagic fish or
@l f reef fishis limted to the foll ow ng--

(i) An owner of a vessel that had a valid charter
vessel / headboat permt for @Qulf reef fish or coastal mgratory
pel agic fish on March 29, 2001, or held such a permt during the
precedi ng year or whose application for such permt had been
recei ved by NMFS, by March 29, 2001, and was being processed or
awai ti ng processing.

(ii) Any person who can provide NMFS with docunentation
verifying that, prior to March 29, 2001, he/she had a charter
vessel or headboat under construction and that the associated
expenditures were at |east $5,000 as of that date. |If the vessel
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owner was constructing the vessel, the vessel owner nust provide
NMFS with receipts for the required expenditures. |[If the vessel

was bei ng constructed by someone other than the owner, the owner

nmust provide NVFS with a copy of the contract and/or receipts for
t he requi red expenditures.

(ti1) A historical captain, defined for the purposes of
paragraph (r) of this section as a person who provides NVFS with
docunent ati on verifying that-

(A) Prior to March 29, 2001, he/she was issued either a USCG
Operat or of Uni nspected Passenger Vessel |icense (comonly
referred to as a 6-pack license) or a USCG Masters |icense;
operated, as a captain, a federally permtted charter vessel or
headboat in the Gulf reef fish and/or coastal mgratory pelagic
fisheries; but does not have a fishery permt issued in their
nane; and

(B) At |east 25 percent of his/her earned income was derived
fromcharter vessel or headboat fishing in one of the years,

1997, 1998, 1999, or 2000.

(3) Special conditions applicable to eligibility based on
historical captain status. A person whose eligibility is based
on historical captain status will be issued a letter of
eligibility by the RA. The letter of eligibility my be redeened
through the RA for a charter vessel/headboat permt for Qulf
coastal mgratory pelagic fish and/or Qulf reef fish, with a
hi storical captain endorsenment. The letter of eligibility is
valid for the duration of the noratorium is valid only for a
vessel of the sanme or |esser authorized passenger capacity as the
vessel used to docunent earned incone in paragraph (r)(2)(iii)(B)
of this section; and is valid only for the fisheries certified on
t he application under paragraph (r)(2)(iii)(A) of this section.

A charter vessel/headboat permt for Qulf coastal mgratory
pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish with a historical captain
endorsenent is valid only on a vessel that the historical captain
operates as a captai n.

(4) Determination of eligibility based on pernmt history.
NMFS permt records are the sole basis for determ ning
eligibility based on permt or application history. An owner of
a currently permtted vessel who believes he/she neets the permt
or application history criterion based on ownership of a vessel
under a different nane, as may have occurred when ownership has
changed fromindividual to corporate or vice versa, nust docunent
hi s/ her continuity of ownership. An owner will not be issued
initial charter vessel/headboat permts for Gulf coastal
mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish under the noratoriumin
excess of the nunber of federally permtted charter vessels
and/ or headboats that he/she owned sinmultaneously at sone tine
during the period March 29, 2000 through March 29, 2001.
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(5) Application requirenents and procedures--(i) General.
An applicant who desires a charter vessel/headboat permt for
Qul f coastal mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish nust submt
an application for such permt to the RA postmarked or hand-
delivered not |ater than Septenber 15, 2003. Application forns
are available fromthe RA. The information requested on the
application formvaries according to the eligibility criterion
that the application is based upon as indicated in paragraphs
(r)(s) (i), (r)(s5 (i), and (r)(5) (iv) of this section; however,
all applicants nust provide a copy of the applicable, valid USCG

Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessel |icense or Masters
license and valid USCG Certificate of Inspection. Failure to
apply in a tinmely manner will preclude permt issuance even when

the applicant nmeets the eligibility criteria for such permt.

(ii) Application based on the prior permt/application
history criterion. On or about June 16, 2003, the RAwll mail
an application for a charter vessel/headboat permt for Qulf
coastal mgratory pelagic fish and/or Gulf reef fish to each
owner of a vessel who, according to NMFS' pernit records, is
el igible based on the permit or application history criterion in
paragraph (r)(2)(i) of this section. Information requested on
the application is consistent with the standard infornmation
required in paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this section. The RA will
al so nmail each such owner a notice that his/her existing charter
vessel / headboat permt(s) for coastal mgratory pelagic fish
and/or @ulf reef fish will expire Novenber 13, 2003, and that the
new permt(s) required under this noratoriumw || be required as
of that date. A vessel owner who believes he/she qualifies for a
charter vessel/headboat pernmit for GQulf coastal migratory pelagic
fish and/or Gulf reef fish based on permt or application
hi story, but who does not receive an application fromthe RA,
must request an application fromthe RA and provi de docunentation
of eligibility. The RAw Il nail applications and notifications
to vessel owner addresses as indicated in NMFS permt records.

(iii) Application based on a charter vessel/headboat under
construction prior to March 29, 2001. A person who intends to
obtain a charter vessel/headboat permt for Gulf coastal
mgratory pelagic fish and/or Gulf reef fish based on the vessel -
under-construction eligibility criterion in paragraph (r)(2)(ii)
of this section nust obtain an application fromthe RA
I nformati on requested on the application includes the standard
information required in paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this section and
t he docunentation of construction and associ ated costs as
specified in paragraph (r)(2)(ii) of this section.

(iv) Application based on historical captain status. A
person who intends to obtain a charter vessel/headboat permt for
Qul f coastal magratory pelagic fish and/or Gulf reef fish based
on historical captain status nmust obtain an application fromthe
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RA. Information requested on the application includes the
standard infornmation required in paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this
section and docunentation of the criteria specified in paragraphs
(r)(2)(iii)(A)and (B) of this section. Such docunentation

i ncl udes income tax records pertinent to verifying earned inconeg;
a copy of the applicable USCG |icense and/or Certificate of

| nspection; and a notarized affidavit signed by a vessel owner
certifying the period the applicant served as captain of a
charter vessel or headboat permtted for Qulf reef fish and/or
coastal mgratory pelagic fish, whether the charter vessel or
headboat was permtted for Gulf reef fish or coastal mgratory
pel agic fish or both, and whether the charter vessel or headboat
was uni nspected (i.e., 6-pack) or had a USCG Certificate of

| nspecti on.

(v) Lnconplete applications. |If an application that is
post mar ked or hand-delivered in a tinely manner is inconplete,
the RAw Il notify the applicant of the deficiency. [If the
applicant fails to correct the deficiency wwthin 20 days of the

date of the RA's notification, the application will be considered
abandoned.
(6) lssuance of initial permits. |If a conplete application

is submtted in a tinely manner and the applicable eligibility
requi renents specified in paragraph (r)(2) of this section are

met, the RAwill issue a charter vessel/headboat permt for Gulf
coastal mgratory pelagic fish and/or GQulf reef fish or a letter
of eligibility for such fisheries, as appropriate, and mail it to

the applicant not |later than Novenber 3, 2003.

(7) Notification of ineligibility. |If the applicant does
not neet the applicable eligibility requirenments of paragraph
(r)(2) of this section, the RAw Il notify the applicant, in
witing, of such determ nation and the reasons for it not |ater
t han Cct ober 14, 2003.

(8) Appeal process. (i) An applicant may request an appeal
of the RA's determination regarding initial permt eligibility,
as specified in paragraph (r)(2) of this section, by submtting a
witten request for reconsideration to the RA with copies of the
appropriate records for establishing eligibility. Such request
nmust be postmarked or hand-delivered within 45 days after the
date of the RA's notification of ineligibility and may include a

request for an oral hearing. |If an oral hearing is granted, the
RAwW Il notify the applicant of the place and date of the hearing
and will provide the applicant a maxi mum of 45 days prior to the

hearing to provide information in support of the appeal.

(i1i) Arequest for an appeal constitutes the appellant's
aut hori zation under section 402(b)(1)(F) of the Magnuson- Stevens
Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act (16 U. S.C. 1801 et. seq.)
for the RA to nake available to the appellate officer(s) such
confidential records as are pertinent to the appeal.
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(ti1) The RA may independently review the appeal or may
appoint one or nore appellate officers to review the appeal and
make i ndependent recomendations to the RA. The RA will make the
final determ nation regarding granting or denying the appeal.

(iv) The RA and appellate officer(s) are enpowered only to
del i berate whether the eligibility criteria in paragraph (r)(2)
of this section were applied correctly. Hardship or other
factors will not be considered in determining eligibility.

(v) The RAwWIIl notify the applicant of the decision
regardi ng the appeal within 45 days after recei pt of the request
for appeal or within 45 days after the conclusion of the oral
hearing, if applicable. The RA's decision wll constitute the
final adm nistrative action by NMFS

(9) Transfer of permts--(i) Permits without a historical
captain endorsenent. A charter vessel/headboat permt for Gulf
coastal mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish that does not
have a historical captain endorsenent is fully transferable, with
or without sale of the permtted vessel, except that no transfer
is allowed to a vessel with a greater authorized passenger
capacity than that of the vessel fromwhich the permt was
transferred. The determ nation of authorized passenger capacity
will be based on the USCG Certificate of Inspection or USCG
Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessel |icense associated with
the vessels involved in the transfer. |If no valid Certificate of
| nspection is provided for a vessel, that vessel wll be
consi dered an uni nspected vessel with an authorized passenger
capacity restricted to six or fewer passengers.

(1i) Permts with a historical captain endorsenent. A
charter vessel/headboat permt for Gulf coastal mgratory pelagic
fish or Gulf reef fish that has a historical captain endorsenent
may only be transferred to a vessel operated by the historical
captain, cannot be transferred to a vessel with a higher
aut hori zed passenger capacity than the vessel from which the
permt was transferred, and is not otherw se transferable.

(iii) Procedure for permt transfer. To request that the RA
transfer a charter vessel/headboat permt for Gulf coastal
mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish, the owner of a vessel
that is to receive the transferred permt nust conplete the
transfer information on the reverse side of the permt and return
the permt and a conpleted application for transfer to the RA

(10) Renewal. (i) Renewal of a charter vessel/headboat
permt for GQulf coastal mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish
I's contingent upon the permtted vessel and/or captain, as
appropriate, being included in an active survey frame for, and,

If selected to report, providing the information required in one
of the foll ow ng--
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(A) NVFS' Marine Recreational Fishing Vessel Directory
Tel ephone Survey (conducted by the Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Comm ssi on) ;

(B) NMFS' Sout heast Headboat Survey (as required by §
622.5(b) (1) of this part);

(C Texas Parks and WIldlife Marine Recreational Fishing
Survey; or

(D) A data collection systemthat replaces one or nore of
the surveys in paragraph (r)(10)(i)(A)(B) or (C of this section

(ii) A charter vessel/headboat permt for GQulf coastal
mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish that is not renewed or
that is revoked will not be reissued during the noratorium A
permt is considered to be not renewed when an application for
renewal , as required, is not received by the RAwthin 1 year of
the expiration date of the permt.

(11) Requirenent to display a vessel decal. Upon issuance,
renewal , or transfer of a charter vessel/headboat permt for Gulf
coastal mgratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish, the RA w |
i ssue the owner of the permtted vessel a vessel decal for the
applicable permtted fishery or fisheries. The vessel decal nust
be di spl ayed on the port side of the deckhouse or hull and nust
be maintained so that it is clearly visible.

(12) Requirenent and procedure for obtaining an initial
charter vessel/headboat permt for South Atlantic coastal
mgratory pelagic fish. (i) General. This paragraph (r)(12)
expl ai ns the necessity of requiring and the procedure for
obtaining an initial charter vessel/headboat permt for South
Atl antic coastal mgratory pelagic fish. Formerly, the charter
vessel / headboat permt for coastal mgratory pelagic fish applied
in the EEZ of the Gulf and South Atlantic. The establishnment of
a separate charter vessel/headboat permt for Gulf coasta
m gratory pelagic fish under the noratorium established by
paragraph (r) of this section necessitates that a separate
charter vessel/headboat permt for South Atlantic coastal
mgratory pelagic fish also be established effective Decenber 26,
2002, and that the fornmer charter vessel/headboat permt for
coastal mgratory pelagic fish (applicable in both the Gulf and
South Atlantic) be voided effective as of that sanme date. The
newy required charter vessel/headboat permt for South Atlantic
coastal mgratory pelagic fish is not subject to the provisions
of the nmoratoriumin paragraphs (r)(1) through (11) of this
secti on.

(i1) Application for and issuance of an initial charter
vessel / headboat permt for South Atlantic coastal migratory
pelagic fish--(A) Ower of a vessel with a valid charter
vessel / headboat permt for coastal mgratory pelagic fish. On or
about June 28, 2002, the RA, based on NVFS' pernmt records, wll
mail an application for an initial charter vessel/headboat permt
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for South Atlantic coastal mgratory pelagic fish to each owner
of a vessel with a valid charter vessel/headboat permt for
coastal mgratory pelagic fish. Any such owner who desires an
initial charter vessel/headboat permt for South Atlantic coastal
m gratory pelagic fish nust submt the conpleted application to
the RA. To avoid any lapse in authorization to fish for coastal
mgratory species in the South Atlantic EEZ (i.e., valid permt
status), such owners nust submt the conpleted application to the
RA post marked or hand-delivered not |ater than Septenber 26,
2002. For conpleted applications received by that deadline, the
RA W Il issue the permt no |ater than Decenber 16, 2002.
Applications will be accepted at any tinme, but if received after
the deadline, the pernmit nmay not be issued prior to the date that
the permt is first required (i.e., Decenber 26, 2002). These
speci al procedures apply only to the application and issuance of
the initial permt; subsequent permtting activities wll be
conducted in accordance wth the standard permtting procedures
as specified in 8§ 622.4(b) through (1).

(B) Omer or operator of a vessel without a valid charter
vessel / headboat permt for coastal mgratory pelagic fish. An
owner or operator of a vessel who desires a charter
vessel / headboat permt for South Atlantic coastal mgratory
pel agic fish and who does not have a valid charter
vessel / headboat permt for coastal mgratory pelagic fish nust
obtain a permt application fromthe RA  For additional
permtting procedures, see 8 622.4(b) through (l)of this part.

8§ 622.5 Recordkeepi ng and reporting.

Participants in fisheries governed in this part are required
to keep records and report as foll ows.

(a) Commercial vessel owners and operators--(1) Requirenents
by species--(i) Coastal mgratory pelagic fish. The owner or
operator of a vessel that fishes for or lands coastal mgratory
pelagic fish for sale in or fromthe GQulf, Md-Atlantic, or South
Atlantic EEZ or adjoining state waters, or whose vessel is issued
a commercial permt for king or Spanish nmackerel, as required
under 8 622.4(a)(2)(iii) or (iv), who is selected to report by
the SRD, nmust maintain a fishing record on a formavail able from
the SRD and nust submit such record as specified in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section.

(it) @lf reef fish. The owner or operator of a vessel for
which a commercial permt for Qulf reef fish has been issued, as
requi red under 8 622.4(a)(2)(v), or whose vessel fishes for or
| ands reef fish in or fromstate waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ,
who is selected to report by the SRD nust maintain a fishing
record on a formavailable fromthe SRD and nust submt such
record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.
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(A) Fish traps. |In addition to the other reporting
requi renents in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section, the owner
or operator of a vessel for which a fish trap endorsenent has
been issued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(i), must conply with
the foll ow ng requirenents.

(1) Inspection. The RA will establish a 1-nmonth period for
mandatory inspection of all fish trap gear, permts, and vessels.
The RA will provide witten notification of the inspection period
to each owner of a vessel for which a fish trap endorsenent has
been issued as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(i). Each such owner
or operator nust contact the Special Agent-in-Charge, NWS,

O fice of Enforcenent, Southeast Region, St. Petersburg, FL (SAC
or his designee by tel ephone (727-570-5344) to schedul e an

i nspection during the 1-nonth period. Requests for inspection
nmust be made between 8:00 a.m and 4:30 p.m Mnday through
Friday and nust be nmade at |east 72 hours in advance of the
desired inspection date. |Inspections will be conducted Mnday

t hrough Friday between 8:00 a.m and 4:30 p.m only. On the

i nspection date, the owner or operator nmust make all fish trap
gear with attached trap tags and buoys and all applicable permts
avai l abl e for inspection on land. Vessels nust al so be nade
avai l abl e for inspection as directed by the SAC or his designee.
Upon conpl etion of the inspection and a determ nation that al
fish trap gear, permts, and vessels are in conpliance, an owner
or operator may resume fishing with the awful gear. However, an
owner or operator who fails to conply with the inspection
requirenments during the 1-nonth inspection period or during any
ot her random i nspecti on may not use or possess a fish trap in the
@Qulf EEZ until the required inspection or reinspection, as
directed by the SAC, has been conpleted and all fish trap gear,
permts, and vessels are determned to be in conpliance with al
appl i cabl e regul ati ons.

(2) Trip reports. For each fishing trip on which a fish
trap will be used or possessed, an owner or operator of a vessel
for which a fish trap endorsenent has been issued, as required
under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(i), must submt a trip initiation report and
atriptermnation report to the SAC or his designee, by
t el ephone, using the follow ng 24-hour toll-free
numnber - - 800- 305- 0697.

(L) Tripinitiation report. The trip initiation report nust
be submtted before beginning the trip and nust include: vessel
name; official nunber; nunber of traps to be depl oyed; sequence
of trap tag nunbers; date, tinme, and point of departure; and
intended tinme and date of trip term nation.

(ii) Trip termination report. The trip term nation report
nmust be submtted i medi ately upon returning to port and prior to
any offl oading of catch or fish traps. The trip term nation
report nust include: vessel nane; official nunber; nanme and
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address of deal er where catch will be offl oaded and sold; the
time offloading will begin; notification of any |ost traps; and
notification of any traps |left deployed for any reason.

(B) [Reserved]

(iii) @lf shrinp. The owner or operator of a vessel that
fishes for shrinp in the Gulf EEZ or in adjoining state waters,
or that lands shrinp in an adjoining state, mnust provide
information for any fishing trip, as requested by the SRD,

i ncluding, but not limted to, vessel identification, gear,
effort, anount of shrinp caught by species, shrinp condition
(heads on/ heads off), fishing areas and depths, and person to
whom sol d.

(iv) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (A The owner or
operator of a vessel for which a cormmercial permt for South
Atl antic snapper-grouper has been issued, as required under 8§
622.4(a)(2)(vi), or whose vessel fishes for or |ands South
Atl antic snapper-grouper in or fromstate waters adjoining the
South Atlantic EEZ, who is selected to report by the SRD nust
mai ntain a fishing record on a formavail able fromthe SRD and
must submt such record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this
secti on.

(B) The weckfish sharehol der under § 622.15, or operator of
a vessel for which a comercial permt for weckfish has been
i ssued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(vii), nmust maintain a
fishing record on a formavailable fromthe SRD and nust submt
such record as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(C The weckfish sharehol der under § 622.15, or operator of
a vessel for which a comercial permt for weckfish has been
i ssued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(vii), nmust nmake avail abl e
to an authorized officer upon request all records of offl oadings,
pur chases, or sales of weckfish.

(v) South Atlantic golden crab. The owner or operator of a
vessel for which a conmercial permt for golden crab has been
i ssued, as required under 8 622.4(a)(2)(x), who is selected to
report by the SRD nust maintain a fishing record on a form
avai l abl e fromthe SRD
[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (vi), is effective on and after
9/ 24/ 04. ]

(vi) Atlantic dol phin and wahoo. The owner or operator of a
vessel for which a commercial permt for Atlantic dol phin and
wahoo has been issued, as required under 8§ 622.4 (a)(2)(xii), or
whose vessel fishes for or lands Atlantic dol phin or wahoo in or
fromstate waters adjoining the Atlantic EEZ, who is selected to
report by the SRD nust maintain a fishing record on a form
avai l able fromthe SRD and nust submt such record as specified
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) Reporting deadlines. (i)[The follow ng sentence is
ef fective through 9/23/04.] Conpleted fishing records required by
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paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (ii), and (iv) of this section nust be
submtted to the SRD postmarked not |ater than 7 days after the
end of each fishing trip.[The foll ow ng sentence is effective on
and after 9/24/04.] Conpleted fishing records required by
paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (ii), (iv), and (vi) of this section nust
be submtted to the SRD postmarked not |ater than 7 days after
the end of each fishing trip. |If no fishing occurred during a
cal endar nonth, a report so stating nust be submtted on one of
the forns postmarked not |ater than 7 days after the end of that
nonth. Information to be reported is indicated on the form and
I ts acconpanyi ng instructions.

(ii) Reporting forns required in paragraph (a)(1)(v) of this
section nust be submtted to the SRD postmarked not |ater than 30
days after sale of the golden crab offloaded froma trip. |If no
fishing occurred during a cal endar nonth, a report so stating
nmust be submitted on one of the forns postmarked not |ater than 7
days after the end of that nonth. Information to be reported is
i ndicated on the formand its acconpanying instructions.

(b) Charter vessel/headboat owners and operators--[The
fol |l owi ng paragraph, (1), is effective through 9/23/04.](1)
Coastal migratory pelagic fish, reef fish, and snapper-qgrouper.
The owner or operator of a vessel for which a charter
vessel / headboat permit for Qulf coastal mgratory pelagic fish,
South Atlantic coastal migratory pelagic fish, @ulf reef fish, or
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, as required under
§ 622.4(a)(1), or whose vessel fishes for or |ands such coastal
m gratory pelagic fish, reef fish, or snapper-grouper in or from
state waters adjoining the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ, who is
selected to report by the SRD nmust maintain a fishing record for
each trip, or a portion of such trips as specified by the SRD, on
forns provided by the SRD and nust submt such record as
specified in paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

[ The foll om ng paragraph, (1), is effective on and after
9/24/04.] (1) Coastal mgratory pelagic fish, reef fish, snapper-
grouper, and Atlantic dol phin and wahoo. The owner or operator
of a vessel for which a charter vessel/headboat permt for CGulf
coastal mgratory pelagic fish, South Atlantic coastal mgratory
pelagic fish, Gulf reef fish, South Atlantic snapper-grouper, or
Atl antic dol phin and wahoo has been issued, as required under 8§
622.4(a) (1), or whose vessel fishes for or |ands such coastal

m gratory pelagic fish, reef fish, snapper-grouper, or Atlantic
dol phin or wahoo in or fromstate waters adjoining the applicable
Qul f, South Atlantic, or Atlantic EEZ, who is selected to report
by the SRD nust maintain a fishing record for each trip, or a
portion of such trips as specified by the SRD, on forns provided
by the SRD and nmust submt such record as specified in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section.
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(2) Reporting deadlines--(i) Charter vessels. Conpleted
fishing records required by paragraph (b)(1) of this section for
charter vessels nust be submtted to the SRD weekly, postmarked
not later than 7 days after the end of each week (Sunday).
Information to be reported is indicated on the formand its
acconpanyi ng i nstructions.

(ii1) Headboats. Conpleted fishing records required by
paragraph (b)(1) of this section for headboats nust be submtted
to the SRD nonthly and nust either be nmade available to an
aut hori zed statistical reporting agent or be postnarked not |ater
than 7 days after the end of each nonth. Information to be
reported is indicated on the formand its acconpanyi ng
i nstructions.

(c) Dealers--(1) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. (i) A
per son who purchases coastal mgratory pelagic fish froma
fishing vessel, or person, that fishes for or lands such fish in
or fromthe EEZ or adjoining state waters who is selected to
report by the SRD nust submt information on forns provided by
the SRD. This information nust be submtted to the SRD at
nonthly intervals, postmarked not |later than 5 days after the end
of each nonth. Reporting frequency and reporting deadl i nes may
be nodi fi ed upon notification by the SRD. |f no coastal
m gratory pelagic fish were received during a cal endar nonth, a
report so stating nust be submtted on one of the forns, in
accordance wth the instructions on the form and nust be
post marked not later than 5 days after the end of the nonth. The
information to be reported is as foll ows:

(A) Dealer's or processor's nane and address.

(B) County where fish were | anded.

(C Total poundage of each species received during that
nonth, or other requested interval.

(D) Average nonthly price paid for each species.

(E) Proportion of total poundage | anded by each gear type.

(ii) Alternate SRD. For the purposes of paragraph (c)(1)(i)
of this section, in the states from New York through Virginia, or
in the waters off those states, "SRD' neans the Science and
Research Director, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NWFS (see
Table 1 of 8 600.502 of this chapter), or a designee.

(2) @ulf red drum A dealers or processor who purchases red
drum harvested fromthe Gulf who is selected to report by the SRD
nmust report to the SRD such information as the SRD nay request
and in the formand manner as the SRD may require. The
information required to be submtted nust include, but is not
limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) Dealer's or processor's name and address.

(ii) State and county where red drum were | anded.

(iii) Total poundage of red drumreceived during the
reporting period, by each type of gear used for harvest.
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(3) Gulf reef fish. A person who purchases Gulf reef fish
froma fishing vessel, or person, that fishes for or |ands such
fish in or fromthe EEZ or adjoining state waters nust maintain
records and submt information as foll ows:

(1) A dealer must maintain at his/her principal place of
busi ness a record of Gulf reef fish that he/she receives. The
record nust contain the name of each fishing vessel from which
reef fish were received and the date, species, and quantity of
each receipt. A dealer nust retain such record for at least 1
year after receipt date and nust provide such record for
i nspection upon the request of an authorized officer or the SRD

(ii1) When requested by the SRD, a deal er nust provide
information fromhis/her record of Gulf reef fish received the
total poundage of each species received during the nonth, average
nmonthly price paid for each species by market size, and
proportion of total poundage | anded by each gear type. This
i nformati on nmust be provided on forns available fromthe SRD and
nmust be submtted to the SRD at nonthly intervals, postnarked not
| ater than 5 days after the end of the nonth. Reporting
frequency and reporting deadlines may be nodified upon
notification by the SRD. If no reef fish were received during a
cal endar nonth, a report so stating nust be submtted on one of
the fornms, postmarked not |later than 5 days after the end of the
nont h.

(ti1) The operator of a car or truck that is used to pick up
froma fishing vessel reef fish harvested fromthe @Qulf nust
mai ntain a record containing the name of each fishing vessel from
whi ch reef fish on the car or truck have been received. The
vehi cl e operator nust provide such record for inspection upon the
request of an authorized officer.

(4) @lf shrinp. A person who purchases shrinp froma
vessel, or person, that fishes for shrinp in the Gulf EEZ or in
adjoining state waters, or that |lands shrinp in an adj oi ni ng
state, must provide the follow ng information when requested by
t he SRD:

(1) Name and official nunber of the vessel from which shrinp
were received or the nanme of the person from whom shrinp were
received, if received fromother than a vessel.

(i1) Amount of shrinp received by species and size category
for each receipt.

(1i1) Exvessel value, by species and size category, for each
receipt.

(5) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (i) A person who
purchases South Atl antic snapper-grouper that were harvested from
the EEZ or fromadjoining state waters and who is selected to
report by the SRD and a deal er who has been issued a deal er
permt for weckfish, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(4), nust
provide information on receipts of South Atlantic snapper-grouper
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and prices paid, by species, on forns available fromthe SRD
The required information nmust be submitted to the SRD at nonthly
intervals, postmarked not later than 5 days after the end of the
nmonth. Reporting frequency and reporting deadlines may be
nodi fi ed upon notification by the SRD. If no South Atlantic
shapper - grouper were received during a cal endar nonth, a report
So stating nmust be submitted on one of the forms, postmarked not
|ater than 5 days after the end of the nonth. However, during
conpl ete nont hs enconpassed by the wreckfish spawni ng- season
closure (that is, February and March), a weckfish dealer is not
required to submt a report stating that no weckfish were

recei ved

(i1i) A dealer reporting South Atlantic snapper-grouper other
t han wreckfish may submt the information required in paragraph
(c)(5) (i) of this section via facsimle (fax).

(ti1) A dealer who has been issued a dealer permt for
wr eckfish, as required under 8 622.4(a)(4), nust nmake avail abl e
to an authorized officer upon request all records of offl oadings,
pur chases, or sales of weckfish.

(6) South Atlantic golden crab. A dealer who receives from
a fishing vessel golden crab harvested fromthe South Atlantic
EEZ and who is selected by the SRD nust provide information on
recei pts of, and prices paid for, South Atlantic golden crab to
the SRD at nonthly intervals, postmarked not |ater than 5 days
after the end of each nonth. Reporting frequency and reporting
deadl i nes may be nodified upon notification by the SRD

(7) South Atlantic rock shrinp. (i) A dealer who has been
issued a permt for rock shrinp, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(4),
and who is selected by the SRD nmust provide information on
recei pts of rock shrinp and prices paid on forns avail able from
the SRD. The required information nmust be submitted to the SRD
at nonthly intervals postmarked not |ater than 5 days after the
end of each nonth. Reporting frequencies and reporting deadlines
may be nodified upon notification by the SRD

(ii) On demand, a deal er who has been issued a dealer permt
for rock shrinp, as required under 8 622.4(a)(4), nust nmake
avail able to an authorized officer all records of offloadings,
pur chases, or sales of rock shrinp.

[ The foll owi ng paragraph, (8), is effective on and after
9/ 24/ 04. ]

(8) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (i) A deal er who has been
issued a permt for Atlantic dol phin and wahoo, as required under
8§ 622.4(a)(4), and who is selected by the SRD nust provide
information on receipts of Atlantic dol phin and wahoo and prices
paid on forns available fromthe SRD. The required information
nmust be submtted to the SRD at nonthly intervals postmarked not
|ater than 5 days after the end of each nonth. Reporting
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frequenci es and reporting deadlines may be nodified upon
notification by the SRD

(1i) For the purposes of paragraph (c)(8)(i) of this
section, in the states from Maine through Virginia, or in the
waters off those states, “SRD’ neans the Science and Research
Director, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NWFS, (see Table 1
of 8§ 600.502 of this chapter), or a designee.

(ii1) On denmand, a deal er who has been issued a deal er
permt for Atlantic dol phin and wahoo, as required under 8§
622.4(a)(4), must nake available to an authorized officer all
records of offloadings, purchases, or sales of dol phin and wahoo.

(d) Individuals with coral or live rock permts. (1) An
I ndi vidual with a Federal allowable octocoral permt nust submt
a report of harvest to the SRD. Specific reporting requirenents
will be provided with the permt.

(2) A person with a Federal aquacultured live rock permt
nmust report to the RA each deposition of material on a site.

Such reports nust be postnmarked not |ater than 7 days after
deposition and nust contain the follow ng infornmation:

(i) Permt nunber of site and date of deposit.

(ii1) Geological origin of material deposited.

(iii) Anpount of material deposited.

(iv) Source of material deposited, that is, where obtained,
if removed from another habitat, or from whom purchased.

(3) A person who takes aquacultured live rock nust submt a
report of harvest to the RA. Specific reporting requirenents
will be provided with the permt. This reporting requirenent is
wai ved for aquacultured live rock that is |anded in Florida.

(e) Additional data and inspection. Additional data will be
col |l ected by authorized statistical reporting agents and by
aut hori zed officers. A person who fishes for or possesses
species in or fromthe EEZ governed in this part is required to
make the applicable fish or parts thereof avail able for
I nspection by the SRD or an authorized officer upon request.

(f) Commercial vessel, charter vessel, and headboat
inventory. The owner or operator of a commercial vessel, charter
vessel , or headboat operating in a fishery governed in this part
who is not selected to report by the SRD under paragraph (a) or
(b) of this section nust provide the follow ng information when
interviewed by the SRD

(1) Name and official nunber of vessel and permt nunber, if
appl i cabl e.

(2) Length and tonnage.

(3) Current hone port.

(4) Fishing areas.

(5) Ports where fish were offl oaded during the | ast year.

(6) Type and quantity of gear.

(7) Nunmber of full- and part-tinme fishernen or crew nenbers.
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8 622.6 Vessel and gear identification.

(a) Vessel identification--(1) Applicability— (i) Oficial
nunber. A vessel for which a permt has been issued under 8§
622.4, and a vessel that fishes for or possesses pelagic
sargassumin the South Atlantic EEZ, nust display its official
nunber - -

(A) On the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hul
and, for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m long, on an appropriate
weat her deck, so as to be clearly visible from an enforcenent
vessel or aircraft.

(B) I'n block arabic nunerals permanently affixed to or
pai nted on the vessel in contrasting color to the background.

(C At least 18 inches (45.7 cm in height for vessels over
65 ft (19.8 m long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in height for
vessel s over 25 ft (7.6 m long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm
in height for vessels 25 ft (7.6 n) long or |ess.

(11) Oficial nunber and color code. The follow ng vessels
nmust display their official nunber as specified in paragraph
(a)(1)(i) of this section and, in addition, must display their
assigned col or code: A vessel for which a fish trap endor senent
has been issued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(i); a vessel for
which a permt has been issued to fish with a sea bass pot, as
required under 8 622.4(a)(2)(vi); a vessel in the comerci al
Cari bbean reef fish fishery fishing with traps; and a vessel in
t he Cari bbean spiny |obster fishery. Color codes required for
the Cari bbean reef fish fishery and Cari bbean spiny | obster
fishery are assigned by Puerto Rico or the U S. Virgin |Islands,
whi chever is applicable; color codes required in all other
fisheries are assigned by the RA. The col or code nust be
di spl ayed- -

(A) On the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hul
and, for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m long, on an appropriate
weat her deck, so as to be clearly visible from an enforcenent
vessel or aircraft.

(B) Inthe formof a circle permanently affixed to or
pai nted on the vessel.

(C At least 18 inches (45.7 cm in dianmeter for vessels
over 65 ft (19.8 m long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm in
di aneter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m long; and at |east 3
inches (7.6 cm in dianmeter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 n) long or
| ess.

(2) Duties of operator. The operator of a vessel specified
in paragraph (a)(1) of this section nust keep the official nunber
and the color code, if applicable, clearly legible and in good
repair and nust ensure that no part of the fishing vessel, its
rigging, fishing gear, or any other material on board obstructs
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the view of the official nunber or the color code, if applicable,
froman enforcenent vessel or aircraft.

(b) Cear identification--(1) Traps/pots and associ ated
buoys--(i) Traps or pots--(A) Caribbean EEZ. A fish trap or
spiny |lobster trap used or possessed in the Cari bbean EEZ nust
di splay the official nunber specified for the vessel by Puerto
Rico or the U S. Virgin Islands so as to be easily identified.

(B) culf and South Atlantic EEZ. A fish trap used or
possessed in the Gulf EEZ and a sea bass pot used or possessed in
the South Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19" N. lat. (due east of
Cape Hatteras Light, NC and 28°35.1' N. lat. (due east of the
NASA Vehi cl e Assenbly Buil ding, Cape Canaveral, FL), or a fish
trap or sea bass pot on board a vessel with a comrercial permt
for Gulf reef fish or South Atlantic snapper-grouper, nust have a
valid identification tag i ssued by the RA attached. A gol den
crab trap used or possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ or on board
a vessel with a commercial permt for golden crab nust have the
commercial vessel permt nunber permanently affixed so as to be
easily distinguished, |ocated, and identified; an identification
tag i ssued by the RA nay be used for this purpose but is not
required.

(ii1) Associated buoys. A buoy that is attached to a trap or
pot must display the official nunber and assigned col or code so
as to be easily distinguished, |ocated, and identified as
foll ows:

(A) Caribbean EEZ. Each buoy nust display the official
nunber and col or code assigned to the vessel by Puerto Rico or
the U S. Virgin Islands, whichever is applicable.

(B) Gulf and South Atlantic EEZ. Each buoy nust display the
of ficial nunmber and col or code assigned by the RA. In the Gulf
EEZ, a buoy nust be attached to each trap, or each end trap if
traps are connected by a line. 1In the South Atlantic EEZ, buoys
are not required to be used, but, if used, each buoy mnust display
the official nunber and col or code. However, no color code is
required on a buoy attached to a golden crab trap.

(iii) Presunption of ownership. A Caribbean spiny |obster
trap, a fish trap, a golden crab trap, or a sea bass pot in the
EEZ will be presumed to be the property of the nost recently
docunment ed owner. This presunption will not apply with respect
to such traps and pots that are lost or sold if the owner reports
the loss or sale within 15 days to the RA

(1v) Unmarked traps, pots, or buoys. An unmarked Cari bbean
spiny lobster trap, a fish trap, a golden crab trap, a sea bass
pot, or a buoy deployed in the EEZ where such trap, pot, or buoy
is required to be marked is illegal and may be di sposed of in any
appropriate manner by the Assistant Adm nistrator or an
aut hori zed officer.
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(2) Gllnet buoys. On board a vessel with a valid Spanish
mackerel permt that is fishing for Spanish nmackerel in, or that
possesses Spani sh mackerel in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off
Florida north of 25°20.4" N. lat., which is aline directly east
fromthe M am - Dade/ Monroe County, FL, boundary, the float |ine
of each gillnet possessed, including any net in use, nust have a
maxi nrum of nine distinctive floats, i.e., different fromthe
usual net buoys, spaced uniformy at a distance of 100 yd (91.4
m or less. Each such distinctive float nust display the
of ficial nunber of the vessel.

8§ 622.7 Prohibitions.

In addition to the general prohibitions in 8§ 600.725 of this
chapter, it is unlawmful for any person to do any of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Engage in an activity for which a valid Federal permt,
| i cense, or endorsenment is required under 8 622.4 w thout such
permt, |license, or endorsenent.

(b) Falsify information on an application for a permt,
| i cense, or endorsenment or submitted in support of such
application, as specified in 8 622.4(b), (g), (p), (q), or (r)
in 88 622.18 or 622.19.

(c) Fail to display a permt, license, or endorsenent, or
other required identification, as specified in 8 622.4(i).

(d) Falsify or fail to maintain, submt, or provide
information or fail to conply with inspection requirenents or
restrictions, as specified in 8 622.5(a) through (f).

(e) Fail to make a fish, or parts thereof, available for
i nspection, as specified in § 622.5(e).

(f) Falsify or fail to display and mai ntain vessel and gear
identification, as specified in 8 622.6(a) and (b) or 8§
622.4(r)(11).

(g) Fail to conply with any requirenment or restriction
regardi ng |1 TQ coupons, as specified in 8 622.15(c)(3), (c)(5),
(c)(6), or (c)(7). | o

(h) Possess weckfish as specified in 8 622.15(c)(4),
recei ve weckfish except as specified in 8§ 622.15(c)(7), or
of fload a weckfish except as specified in § 622.15(d)(3) and
(d)(4).

(i) Transfer--

(1) A weckfish, as specified in § 622.15(d)(1);

(2) Alimted-harvest species, as specified in 8§ 622.32(c)
I ntroductory text;

(3) A species/species group subject to a bag limt, as
specified 8§ 622.39(a)(1);
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(4) South Atlantic snapper-grouper froma vessel with
unaut hori zed gear on board, as specified in 8 622.41(d)(2)(iii);
or

(5) A species subject to a commercial triplimt, as
specified in § 622. 44.

(j) Use or possess prohibited gear or nethods or possess
fish in association wth possession or use of prohibited gear, as
specified in § 622. 31.

(k) Fish for, harvest, or possess a prohibited species, or a
limted-harvest species in excess of its limtation, sell or
purchase such species, fail to conply with rel ease requirenents,
or nolest or strip eggs froma Cari bbean spiny |obster, as
specified in § 622. 32.

(I') Fish in violation of the prohibitions, restrictions, and
requi renents applicable to seasonal and/or area cl osures,
including but not limted to: Prohibition of all fishing, gear
restrictions, restrictions on take or retention of fish, fish
rel ease requirenments, and restrictions on use of an anchor or
grapple, as specified in § 622.33, § 622.34, or § 622.35, or as
may be specified under 8§ 622.46(b) or (c).

(m Harvest, possess, offload, sell, or purchase fish in
excess of the seasonal harvest linmtations, as specified in §
622. 36.

(n) Except as allowed under 8§ 622.37(c)(2) and (3) for king
and Spani sh nackerel, possess undersized fish, fail to rel ease
undersi zed fish, or sell or purchase undersized fish, as
specified in § 622. 37.

(o) Fail to maintain a fish intact through offl oadi ng
ashore, as specified in § 622. 38.

(p) Exceed a bag or possession limt, as specified in §
622. 39.

(q) Fail to conply with the limtations on traps and pots,
including but not limted to: Tending requirenents,
constructions requirements, and area specific restrictions, as
specified in § 622. 40.

(r) Fail to conply with the species-specific limtations, as
specified in § 622.41.

(s) Fail to conply with the restrictions that apply after
closure of a fishery, as specified in 8§ 622.43.

(t) Possess on board a vessel or |and, purchase, or sel
fish in excess of the comercial triplimts, as specified in §
622. 44.

(u) Fail to conply with the restrictions on sal e/ purchase,
as specified in § 622.45.

(v) Interfere with fishing or obstruct or damage fishing
gear or the fishing vessel of another, as specified in §

622. 46(a) .
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(w Fail to conply with the requirenments for observer
coverage as specified in § 622. 8.

(x) Assault, resist, oppose, inpede, intimdate, or
interfere with a NVFS-approved observer aboard a vessel.

(y) Prohibit or bar by command, inpedinent, threat,
coercion, or refusal of reasonable assistance, an observer from
conducting his or her duties aboard a vessel.

(z) Fish for or possess golden crab in or froma fishing
zone or sub-zone of the South Atlantic EEZ other than the zone or
sub-zone for which the vessel is permtted or authorized, as
specified in 8§ 622.17(b).

(aa) Falsify information submitted regarding an application
for testing a BRD, testing of a BRD, or the results of such
testing, as specified in § 622.41(g)(3)(i) or 8§ 622.41(h)(3).

(bb) Make a false statenment, oral or witten, to an
aut hori zed officer regarding the installation, use, operation, or
mai nt enance of a vessel nonitoring system (VM5) unit or
comuni cati on service provider.

(cc) Operate or owmn a vessel that is required to have a
permtted operator aboard when the vessel is at sea or offloading
W t hout such operator aboard, as specified in 8§ 622.4(a)(5) (i)
and (ii).

(dd) When a vessel that is subject to Federal fishing
regul ations is at sea or offloading, own or operate such vessel
with a person aboard whose operator permt is revoked, suspended,
or nodified.

(ee) Fail to conply with any provision related to a vessel
noni toring systemas specified in 8 622.9, including but not
[imted to, requirements for use, installation, activation,
access to data, procedures related to interruption of VMS
operation, and prohibitions on interference with the VM.

8§ 622.8 At-sea observer coverage.

(a) Required coverage--(1) Pelagic sargassum A vessel that
harvests or possesses pel agi c sargassumon any trip in the South
Atlantic EEZ nmust carry a NMFS-approved observer

(2) Golden crab. A vessel for which a Federal conmerci al
permt for golden crab has been issued nmust carry a NVFS-approved
observer, if the vessel's trip is selected by the SRD for
observer coverage.

(b) Notification to the SRD. Wen observer coverage is
requi red, an owner or operator nust advise the SRDin witing not
| ess than 5 days in advance of each trip of the follow ng:

(1) Departure information (port, dock, date, and tine).

(2) Expected landing information (port, dock, and date).
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(c) Observer accommbdations and access. An owner or
operator of a vessel on which a NWFS-approved observer is
enbar ked nust:

(1) Provide acconmmodations and food that are equivalent to
t hose provided to the crew.

(2) Allow the observer access to and use of the vessel's
communi cati ons equi prent and personnel upon request for the
transm ssion and recei pt of nessages related to the observer's
duti es.

(3) Allow the observer access to and use of the vessel's
navi gati on equi pnent and personnel upon request to determ ne the
vessel's position.

(4) Allow the observer free and unobstructed access to the
vessel 's bridge, working decks, holding bins, weight scales,
hol ds, and any ot her space used to hold, process, weigh, or store
gol den crab

(5) Allow the observer to inspect and copy the vessel's |o0g,
comuni cations | ogs, and any records associated with the catch
and distribution of golden crab for that trip.

8 622.9 Vessel nonitoring systens (VMSs).

(a) Requirenent for use. As of COctober 14, 2003, or 90 days
after NMFS publishes in the Federal Reqgister, the list of
approved transnmitting units and associ ated conmuni cati ons service
provi ders, whichever is later, an owner or operator of a vessel
t hat has been issued a limted access endorsenent for South
Atlantic rock shrinp nust ensure that such vessel has a NVFS-
approved, operating VMS on board when on a trip in the South
Atlantic. An operating VMS includes an operating nobile
transmtting unit on the vessel and a functioning conmunication
| ink between the unit and NVMFS as provided by a NMFS-approved
conmuni cati on service provider

(b) Installing and activating the VM5. Only a VM5 that has
been approved by NMFS for use in the South Atlantic rock shrinp
fishery may be used. When installing and activating the NMFS-
approved VM5, or when reinstalling and reactivating such VM5, the
vessel owner or operator must--

(1) Follow procedures indicated on an installation and
activation checklist, which is available fromNWVS, Ofice of
Enf or cenent, Sout heast Region, St. Petersburg, FL; phone: 727-
570-5344; and

(2) Submit to NMFS, O fice of Enforcenment, Southeast Region,
St. Petersburg, FL, a statenent certifying conpliance with the
checklist, as prescribed on the checklist.

(c) Interference with the VMS5. No person nay interfere
with, tanper with, alter, danage, disable, or inpede the
operation of the VM5 or attenpt any of the sane.
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(d) Interruption of operation of the VM5. Wen a vessel’s
VMS is not operating properly, the owner or operator mnust
i medi ately contact NWFS, O fice of Enforcenent, Southeast
Regi on, St. Petersburg, FL, and follow instructions fromthat
office. If notified by NVFS that a vessel’s VM5 is not operating
properly, the owner and operator nust follow instructions from
that office. 1In either event, such instructions may include, but
are not limted to, manually comunicating to a | ocation
designated by NMFS the vessel's positions or returning to port
until the VMS is operable.

(e) Access to position data. As a condition of authorized
fishing for or possession of South Atlantic rock shrinmp in or
fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, a vessel owner or operator subject
to the requirenments for a VM5 in this section nust allow NWVS,
the USCG and their authorized officers and desi gnees access to
the vessel's position data obtained fromthe VM.

Subpart B--Effort Limtations

§ 622.15 Waeckfish individual transferable quota (I TQ system

The provisions of this section apply to weckfish in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ.

(a) Percentage shares. (1) In accordance with the procedure
specified in the Fishery Managenment Plan for the Snapper- G ouper
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region, percentage shares of the
quota for weckfish have been assigned. Each person has been
notified by the RA of his or her percentage share and sharehol der
certificate number.

(2) Al or a portion of a person's percentage shares may be
transferred to another person. Transfer of shares nust be
reported on a formavailable fromthe RA. The RA w Il confirm
in witing, each transfer of shares. The effective date of each
transfer is the confirmation date provided by the RA. The
confirmation date will normally be not later than 3 working days
after receipt of a properly conpleted transfer form A fee is
charged for each transfer of shares. The anobunt of the fee is
cal cul ated in accordance with the procedures of the NOAA Fi nance
Handbook, available fromthe RA, for determ ning the
adm ni strative costs of each special product or service provided
by NOAA to non-Federal recipients. The fee nay not exceed such
costs and is specified with each transfer form The appropriate
fee nust acconpany each transfer form

(b) Lists of wreckfish shareholders and permtted vessels.
Annual |y, on or about March 1, the RA will provide each weckfish
sharehol der with a list of all weckfish sharehol ders and their
per cent age shares, reflecting share transactions on forns
recei ved through February 15. Annually by April 15, the RA will
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provi de each deal er who holds a dealer permt for weckfish, as
requi red under 8 622.4(a)(4), with a list of vessels for which
wr eckfish permts have been issued, as required under §
622.4(a)(2)(vii). Annually, by April 15, the RA will provide
each weckfish shareholder with a |ist of dealers who have been
i ssued dealer permts for weckfish. FromApril 16 through
January 14, updated lists will be provided when required.
Updated |ists may be obtained at other tinmes or by a person who
is not a weckfish sharehol der or weckfish dealer permt hol der
by witten request to the RA

(c) ITGs. (1) Annually, as soon after March 1 as the TAC
for weckfish for the fishing year that comences April 16 is
known, the RA will calculate each weckfish shareholder's | TQ
Each 1TQis the product of the weckfish TAC, in round weight,
for the ensuing fishing year, the factor for converting round
wei ght to eviscerated weight, and each wreckfish sharehol der's
per cent age share, reflecting share transactions reported on forns
recei ved by the RA through February 15. Thus, the TG wll be
in ternms of eviscerated wei ght of weckfish.

(2) The RA will provide each wreckfish shareholder with I TQ
coupons in various denom nations, the total of which equals his
or her 1TQ and a copy of the calculations used in determ ning
his or her 1TQ Each coupon will be coded to indicate the
initial recipient.

(3) An I TQ coupon nay be transferred fromone weckfish
shar ehol der to another by conpleting the sale endorsenent thereon
(that is, the signature and sharehol der certificate nunber of the
buyer). An I TQ coupon may be possessed only by the sharehol der
to whomit has been issued, or by the sharehol der's enpl oyee,
contractor, or agent, unless the |ITQ coupon has been transferred
to anot her shareholder. An ITQ coupon that has been transferred
t o anot her sharehol der may be possessed only by the sharehol der
whose signhature appears on the coupon as the buyer, or by the
shar ehol der' s enpl oyee, contractor, or agent, and with al
requi red sal e endorsenents properly conpl et ed.

(4) Weckfish may not be possessed on board a fishing
vessel - -

(1) I'n an anmobunt exceeding the total of the I TQ coupons on
board t he vessel;

(ii) That does not have on board a commercial vessel permt
for weckfish, as required under 8 622.4(a)(2)(vii); or

(i1i1) That does not have on board | ogbook fornms for that
fishing trip, as required under 8§ 622.5(a)(1)(iv)(B).

(5) Prior totermnation of a trip, a signature and date
signed nust be affixed in ink to the "Fisherman" part of 1TQ
coupons in denom nations equal to the eviscerated weight of the
wreckfish on board. The "Fisherman" part of each such coupon
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must be separated fromthe coupon and submtted with the | ogbook
fornms required by 8§ 622.5(a)(1)(iv)(B) for that fishing trip.

(6) The "Fish House" part of each such coupon mnmust be given
to the dealer to whomthe weckfish are transferred in anmounts
totaling the eviscerated weight of the weckfish transferred to
that dealer. A weckfish my be transferred only to a deal er who
hol ds a dealer permt for weckfish, as required under 8§
622.4(a)(4).

(7) A dealer may receive a weckfish only froma vessel for
which a commercial permt for weckfish has been issued, as
requi red under 8 622.4(a)(2)(vii). A dealer nust receive the
"Fi sh House" part of |ITQ coupons in anmounts totaling the
evi scerated wei ght of the weckfish received; enter the permt
nunber of the vessel from which the weckfish were received,
enter the date the weckfish were received, enter the dealer's
permt nunber, and sign each such "Fish House" part; and submt
all such parts with the dealer reports required by §
622.5(c)(5)(i).

(8) An owner or operator of a vessel and a deal er nmust nake
avai l abl e to an authorized officer all |1TQ coupons in his or her
possessi on upon request.

(d) Weckfish limtations. (1) A weckfish taken in the
South Atlantic EEZ may not be transferred at sea, regardl ess of
where the transfer takes place; and a weckfish nmay not be
transferred in the South Atlantic EEZ

(2) A weckfish possessed by a fisherman or deal er shoreward
of the outer boundary of the South Atlantic EEZ or in a South
Atl antic coastal state will be presuned to have been harvested
fromthe South Atlantic EEZ unl ess acconpani ed by docunentation
that it was harvested fromother than the South Atlantic EEZ.

(3) A weckfish may be offl oaded froma fishing vessel only
between 8 a.m and 5 p.m, local tine.

(4) If a weckfish is to be offloaded at a | ocation other
than a fixed facility of a dealer who holds a dealer permt for
wr eckfish, as required under 8 622.4(a)(4), the weckfish
sharehol der or the vessel operator nust advise NWS, Ofice of
Enf or cenent, Sout heast Region, St. Petersburg, FL, by tel ephone
(1-800-853-1964), of the location not |less than 24 hours prior to
of f | oadi ng.

8 622.16 [Suspended indefinitely]

8 622.17 South Atlantic golden crab controll ed access.

(a) General. |In accordance with the procedures specified in
the Fishery Managenent Plan for the Golden Crab Fishery of the
South Atlantic Region, initial commercial vessel permts have
been issued for the fishery. Al permts in the fishery are
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i ssued on a fishing-year (cal endar-year) basis. No additional
permts may be issued except as foll ows:

(1) For the southern zone. (i) Upon application, the RA
wWill reissue a permt for the southern zone for a vessel that
held a valid permt for that zone in Cctober 2000 but did not
meet the 5,000-1b (2,268-kg) requirenent for renewal in the
foll owi ng year.

(1i) An application for a permt under paragraph (a)(1l) of
this section nust be received by the RA no later than July 2,
2002.

(2) For the northern zone. (i) The RAw Il issue up to two
new vessel permits for the northern zone. Selection will be nmade
fromthe list of historical participants in the South Atlantic
gol den crab fishery. Such list was used at the Cctober 1995
neeting of the South Atlantic Fishery Managenent Council and was
prioritized based on pounds of golden crab | anded, w thout
reference to a specific zone. Individuals on the list who
originally received permts will be deleted fromthe I|ist.

(iit) The RAw Il offer in witing an opportunity to apply
for a permt for the northern zone to the individuals highest on
the list until two accept and apply in a tinely manner. An offer
that is not accepted within 30 days after it is received will no
| onger be valid.

(iii) An application for a permit froman individual who
accepts the RA's offer nust be received by the RA no |ater than
30 days after the date of the individual's acceptance.
Application forns are available fromthe RA

(iv) A vessel permt for the northern zone issued under
par agraph (a)(2) of this section, and any successor permt, may
not be changed to another zone. A successor permt includes a
permt issued to that vessel for a subsequent owner and a permt
issued via transfer fromthat vessel to another vessel

(b) Fishing zones--(1) Designation of fishing zones. The
South Atlantic EEZ is divided into three fishing zones for gol den
crab as foll ows:

(1) Northern zone--the South Atlantic EEZ north of 28° N

| at.

(i) Mddle zone--the South Atlantic EEZ from28° N lat. to
25° N lat.

(ii1) Southern zone--the South Atlantic EEZ south of 25° N
| at .

(2) Authorization to fish in zones. Each vessel pernmt
I ndi cates one of the zones specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this
section. A vessel with a permt to fish for golden crab in the
northern zone or the mddle zone may fish only in that zone. A
vessel with a docunented | ength overall greater than 65 ft (19.8
m with a permit to fish for golden crab in the southern zone may
fish in that zone, consistent with the provisions of paragraph
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(b)(3) of this section, and, through May 3, 2005, may al so fish
in the northern zone. A vessel may possess golden crab only in a
zone in which it is authorized to fish, except that other zones
may be transited if the vessel notifies NWS, Ofice of

Enf or cenent, Sout heast Region, St. Petersburg, FL, by tel ephone
(727-570-5344) in advance and does not fish in a zone in which it
is not authorized to fish.

(3) Small-vessel sub-zone. Wthin the southern zone, a
smal | -vessel sub-zone is established bounded on the north by
24°15" N. lat., on the south by 24°07" N. lat., on the east by
81°22' W long., and on the west by 81°56" W long. No vessel
with a docunented | ength overall greater than 65 ft (19.8 m my
fish for golden crab in this sub-zone, and a vessel with a
docunented | ength overall of 65 ft (19.8 m) or less that is
permtted for the southern zone may fish for golden crab only in
this sub-zone.

(4) Procedure for changing zones. (i) Upon request from an
owner of a permtted vessel, the RAwll change the zone
specified on a permt fromthe mddle or southern zone to the
northern zone. No other changes in the zone specified on a
permt are allowed, except as specified in paragraph (b)(4)(ii)
of this section. An owner of a permtted vessel who desires a
change to the northern zone nust submt his/her request with the
existing permt to the RA

(ii) Through May 3, 2005, upon request, the RAwill change a
vessel permt back to the southern zone for an owner of a vessel,
or the subsequent owner of a vessel, whose permt was changed
fromthe southern zone to the northern zone provided that the
docunented |l ength overall of the vessel to be used in the
sout hern zone is not nore than 20 percent greater than the vessel
whose permt was originally changed fromthe southern zone to the
northern zone.

(c) Transferring permts between vessels--(1) Procedure for
transferring. An owner of a vessel who desires a golden crab
permt may request that NVFS transfer an existing permt or
permts to his or her vessel by returning an existing permt or
permts to the RAwith an application for a permt for the
repl acenent vessel.

(2) Vessel size linmtations on transferring. (i) To obtain
a permt for the mddle or southern zone via transfer, the
docurented | ength overall of the replacenent vessel may not
exceed the docunented | ength overall, or aggregate docunented
| engt hs overall, of the replaced vessel (s) by nore than 20
percent. The owner of a vessel permtted for the mddle or
sout hern zone who has requested that NMFS transfer that permt to
a smaller vessel (i.e., downsized) may subsequently request NWFS
transfer that permit to a vessel of a length calculated fromthe
l ength of the permtted vessel inmmediately prior to downsizing.
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(1i) There are no vessel size limtations to obtain a permt
for the northern zone via transfer.

(d) Permit renewal. NWMFS will not renew a commercial vessel
permt for South Atlantic golden crab if the permt is revoked or
if the RA does not receive a required application for renewal
within 6 nonths after the permt's expiration. See 8§ 622.4(h)
for the applicable general procedures and requirenments for permt
renewal s.

8§ 622.18 South Atlantic snapper-grouper linmted access.

(a) Applicability. Beginning Decenber 14, 1998, the only
valid conmercial vessel permts for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper are those that have been issued under the limted access
criteria in this section. A vessel nay have either a
transferable comrercial permt or a trip-limted comerci al
permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper.

(b) Initial eligibility. A vessel is eligible for an
initial limted access comrercial permt for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper if the owner owned a vessel with a commercia
vessel permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper at any tinme from
February 11, 1996, through February 11, 1997, and owned a
permtted vessel that had at |east one | andi ng of snapper-grouper
fromthe South Atlantic fromJanuary 1, 1993, through August 20,
1996, as reported on fishing vessel |ogbooks received by the SRD
on or before August 20, 1996. An owner whose permtted vessels
had | andi ngs of snapper-grouper fromthe South Atlantic of at
| east 1,000 I b (453.6 kg), whole weight, in any one of the years
1993, 1994, or 1995, or in 1996 through August 20, as reported on
fishing vessel |ogbooks received by the SRD on or before August
20, 1996, is eligible for an initial transferable permt. Al
ot her qualifying owners are eligible for an initial trip-limted
permt.

(c) Determinations of eligibility--(1) Permt history. The
sol e basis for determ ning whether a vessel had a commerci al
vessel permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper at any tinme from
February 11, 1996, through February 11, 1997, is NWS permt
records. An owner of a currently permtted vessel who believes
he/ she neets the February 11, 1996, through February 11, 1997,
permt history criterion based on ownership of a vessel under a
di fferent nane, as may have occurred when ownership has changed
fromindividual to corporate or vice versa, nust docunent his/her
continuity of ownership. No nore than one owner of a currently
permtted vessel will be credited with neeting the permt history
criterion based on a vessel's permt history.

(2) Landings. (i) Landings of snapper-grouper fromthe
South Atlantic during the qualifying period are determ ned from
fishing vessel |ogbooks received by the SRD on or before August
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20, 1996. State trip ticket data may be considered in support of
claimed | andi ngs provided such trip ticket data were received by
the state on or before Septenber 20, 1996.

(ii) Only landings when a vessel had a valid commerci al
permt for snapper-grouper and only | andings that were harvested,
| anded, and sold in conpliance with state and Federal regul ations
may be used to establish eligibility.

(ii1) For the purpose of eligibility for a limted access
comercial permt for snapper-grouper, the owner of a vessel that
had a comerci al snapper-grouper permt during the qualifying
period retains the snapper-grouper |andings record of that vessel
during the tinme of his/her ownership unless a sale of the vessel
included a witten agreenment that credit for such | andings was
transferred to the new owner. Such transfer of credit nust be
for the vessel's entire record of |andi ngs of snapper-grouper
fromthe South Atlantic

(d) Lnplenentation procedures--(1) Notification of status.
On or about July 27, 1998, the RAwill notify each owner of a
vessel that had a commercial permt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper at any tinme from February 11, 1996, through February 11,
1997, and each owner of a vessel that has a conmercial permt for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper on July 16, 1998, of NMFS initial
determ nation of eligibility for either a transferable or a trip-
limted, limted access comercial permt for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper. Each notification will include an application
for such permt. Addresses for such notifications wll be based
on NVFS' permt records. A vessel owner who believes he/she
qualifies for a limted access commercial permt for South
Atl antic snapper-grouper and who does not receive such
notification nmust obtain an application fromthe RA

(2) Applications. (i) An owner of a vessel who desires a
limted access commercial permt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper nust submt an application for such permt postmarked or
hand-del i vered not | ater than Cctober 14, 1998. Failure to apply
inatinely manner will preclude permt issuance even when the
vessel owner neets the eligibility criteria for such permt.

(ii) A vessel owner who agrees with NVFS initial
determ nation of eligibility, including type of permt
(transferable or trip-limted), need provide no docunentation of
eligibility with his/her application.

(iii) A vessel owner who disagrees with the initial
determnation of eligibility or type of permt nust specify the
type of permt applied for and provi de docunentation of
eligibility. Docunentation and other information submtted on or
with an application are subject to verification by conparison
with state, Federal, and other records and information.

Subm ssion of fal se docunentation or information nmay disqualify
an owner frominitial participation in the |imted access
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comercial South Atlantic snapper-grouper fishery and is a
violation of the regulations in this part.

(itv) If an application that is postmarked or hand delivered
inatinmly manner is inconplete, the RAw Il notify the vessel
owner of the deficiency. |If the owner fails to correct the
deficiency within 20 days of the date of the RA's notification,
the application will be considered abandoned.

(3) Issuance. (i) If a conplete application is submtted in
atinmely manner and the eligibility requirenents specified in

paragraph (b) of this section are net, the RAw Il issue an
initial commercial vessel permt, transferable or trip-limted,
as appropriate, and mail it to the vessel owner not |ater than

Decenber 3, 1998.

(1i) If the eligibility requirements specified in paragraph
(b) of this section are not nmet, the RAw Il notify the vessel
owner, in witing, not |ater than Novenber 13, 1998, of such
determ nation and the reasons for it.

(4) Reconsideration. (i) A vessel owner may request
reconsi deration of the RA's determ nation regarding initial
permt eligibility by submtting a witten request for
reconsi deration to the RA. Such request nust be postnarked or
hand delivered within 20 days of the date of the RA's
notification denying initial permt issuance and nust provide
witten docunentation supporting permt eligibility.

(1i1) Upon receipt of a request for reconsideration, the RA
will forward the initial application, the RA's response to that
application, the request for reconsideration, and pertinent
records to an Application Oversight Board consisting of state
directors (or their designees) fromeach state in the Council's
area of jurisdiction. Upon request, a vessel owner may nake a
per sonal appearance before the Application Oversight Board.

(tii) If reconsideration by the Application Oversight Board
i s requested, such request constitutes the vessel owner's witten
aut hori zation under section 402(b)(1)(F) of the Magnuson- Stevens
Act for the RA to make available to the Application Oversight
Board nenbers such confidential catch and other records as are
pertinent to the matter under reconsideration.

(iv) The Application Oversight Board may only deliberate
whet her the eligibility criteria specified in paragraph (b) of
this section were applied correctly in the vessel owner's case,
based solely on the available record, including docunentation
submtted by the owner. The Application Oversight Board may not
consi der whet her an owner should have been eligible for a
commerci al vessel permt because of hardship or other factors.
The Application Oversight Board nenbers will provide individual
recommendati ons for each application for reconsideration to the
RA.
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(v) The RAw Il make a final decision based on the
eligibility criteria specified in paragraph (b) of this section
and the avail able record, including docunentation submtted by
t he vessel owner, and the recommendati ons and comments from
menbers of the Application Oversight Board. The RA may not
consi der whet her a vessel owner should have been eligible for a
commerci al vessel permt because of hardship or other factors.
The RAwill notify the owner of the decision and the reason for
it, inwiting, within 15 days of receiving the recomendati ons
fromthe Application Oversight Board nenbers. The RA's deci sion
wll constitute the final adm nistrative action by NWS.

(e) Transfers of permts. A snapper-grouper limted access
permt is valid only for the vessel and owner nanmed on the
permt. To change either the vessel or the owner, an application
for transfer nust be submtted to the RA

(1) Transferable permts. (i) An owner of a vessel with a
transferable permt may request that the RA transfer the permt
to anot her vessel owned by the sane entity.

(ii) Atransferable permit may be transferred upon a change
of ownership of a permtted vessel with such permt fromone to
anot her of the follow ng: Husband, w fe, son, daughter, brother,
sister, nother, or father.

(iii) Atransferable permt may be transferred to a vessel
whose owner had, as of August 20, 1996, a witten contract for
t he purchase of a vessel that included a provision transferring
to the new owner the rights to any limted access permt to which
the former owner m ght becone entitled under the provisions for
initial issue of limted access permts. To be considered, any
such written contract nmust be submitted to the RA postnmarked or
hand-del i vered on or before Decenber 14, 1998.

(iv) Except as provided in paragraphs (e)(1)(i), (ii), and
(iii) of this section, a person desiring to acquire a limted
access, transferable permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
nmust obtain and exchange two such permits for one new permt.

(v) Atransfer of a permt that is undertaken under
paragraph (e)(1)(ii), (e)(1)(iii), or (e)(1l)(iv) of this section
wll constitute a transfer of the vessel's entire catch history
to the new owner.

(2) Trip-limted permits. An owner of a vessel with a trip-
l[imted permt may request that the RA transfer the permt to
anot her vessel owned by the sane entity.

(f) Renewal. NWMFS will not reissue a conmercial vessel
permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper if the permt is
revoked or if the RA does not receive an application for renewal
wi thin 60 days of the permt's expiration date.

8§ 622.19 South Atlantic rock shrinmp linmted access.
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(a) Applicability. Effective July 15, 2003, for a person
aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrinp in the South Atlantic EEZ
of f Georgia or off Florida or possess rock shrinp in or fromthe
South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida, a limted access
endorsenment for South Atlantic rock shrinp nust be issued to the
vessel and must be on board.

(b) Initial eligibility. A vessel is eligible for an
initial limted access endorsenent for South Atlantic rock shrinp
if the owner--

(1) Omed a vessel with a Federal permit for South Atlantic
rock shrinp on or before Decenber 31, 2000, and

(2) Landed at least 15,000 Ibs (6,804 kg) of South Atlantic
rock shrinp in any one of the cal endar years 1996 t hrough 2000
froma vessel that he/she owned.

(c) Determinations of eligibility--(1) Permt history. The
sol e basis for determ ning whether a vessel had a Federal permt
for South Atlantic rock shrinp, and that vessel's owner during
the time it was permtted, is the RA's permt records. A person
who believes he/she neets the permt history criterion based on
ownership of a vessel under a different name, as may have
occurred when ownershi p changed fromindividual to corporate or
vi ce versa, nust docunent his/her ownership.

(2) Landings. (i) Landings of rock shrinp fromthe South
Atlantic EEZ during the qualifying period are verified from
| andi ngs data that were submtted on or before January 31, 2001
and are in state or Federal database systens; no additional
| andi ngs data will be accepted.

(ii) Only | andings when a vessel had a valid Federal permt
for rock shrinp, that were harvested fromthe South Atlantic EEZ,
and that were | anded and sold in conpliance with state and
Federal regulations will be used to establish eligibility.

(ti1) For the purpose of eligibility for an initial limted
access endorsenment for South Atlantic rock shrinp, the owner of a
vessel that had a permt for South Atlantic rock shrinp during
the qualifying period retains the rock shrinp | andi ngs record of
t hat vessel during the time of his/her ownership, unless, prior
to January 16, 2003, a sale of the vessel includes a witten
agreenent that credit for qualifying landings is transferred to
the new owner. Qualifying | andings are |andings of at |east
15,000 Ib (6,804 kg) of rock shrinp harvested fromthe South
Atlantic EEZ in any one of the cal endar years 1996 t hrough 2000.
Such transfer of credit nust be for the vessel's entire record of
| andi ngs of rock shrinp fromthe South Atlantic during the tine
of the seller's ownership; no partial transfers are all owed.

(d) Inplenentation procedures--(1) Notification of status.
On or about March 17, 2003, the RAw Il notify each owner of a
vessel that had a permt for South Atlantic rock shrinp on or
bef ore Decenber 31, 2000, and each owner of a vessel currently

60



permtted for South Atlantic rock shrinp, of the RA's initial
determ nation of eligibility for a limted access endorsenent for

South Atlantic rock shrinp. The notification will include a
determ nation regarding the 15, 000-1b (6, 804-kg) threshold |evel
for the endorsenent. |If the landings in the conbined state and

Federal databases do not neet the 15,000-1b (6,804-kg) threshold
for any of the qualifying years, the landings in each of the

gual i fying years, as shown in those databases, will be included.
Each notification wll include an application for such
endorsenent. Addresses for notifications will be based on the

RA's permt records. Each owner of a vessel that had a permt
for South Atlantic rock shrinp on or before Decenber 31, 2000,
and each owner of a currently permtted vessel, who does not
receive notification by April 1, 2003, nust advise the RA of non-
recei pt within 15 days thereafter.

(2) Applications. (i) An owner of a vessel who desires a
limted access endorsenent for South Atlantic rock shrinp nust
submt an application for such endorsenment postnarked or hand-
delivered not |ater than May 16, 2003. Failure to apply in a
timely manner will preclude i ssuance of an endorsenent even if
the vessel owner neets the eligibility criteria for the
endor senment .

(ii) An applicant who agrees with the RA's initia
deternmination of eligibility does not need to provide
docunentation of eligibility with his/her application.

(ii1) An applicant who disagrees with the RA's initia
determination of eligibility nust provide docunentation of
eligibility wwth his/her application. Such docunentation nust
i nclude the nanme and official nunber of the vessel permtted for
South Atlantic rock shrinp and the dates, quantities, trip
tickets, and purchasing dealers for specific | andings claimed for
the vessel. In addition, if an owner's application for a limted
access endorsenent is based on qualifying | andi ngs that were
transferred to hinlher through a witten agreenent, as discussed
in paragraph (c)(2)(iii) of this section, the application nust be
acconpani ed by a copy of that agreenment and a statenent of the
cost associated with obtaining the catch history. Docunentation
and ot her information submtted on or with an application are
subject to verification by conmparison with state or Federa
records and information. |If such docunentation and information
cannot be verified fromstate or Federal records and information,
the docunentation and other information will be rejected.

Subm ssion of false docunentation or information nay disqualify
an owner fromobtaining an initial limted access endorsenent for
South Atlantic rock shrinp and is a violation of the regul ations
in this part.

(iv) If an application that is postnmarked or hand delivered
in atinely manner is inconplete, the RAwWII notify the
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applicant of the deficiency. |If the applicant fails to correct
the deficiency within 20 days of the date of the RA's
notification, the application will be considered abandoned.

(3) lIssuance. If a conplete application is submtted in a
timely manner and the eligibility requirenents specified in
paragraph (b) of this section are net, the RAwill take action as
fol |l ows:

(1) I'f aqualified applicant owns a vessel that has a valid

permt for South Atlantic rock shrinp, the RAw Il issue an
initial limted access endorsenment for South Atlantic rock shrinp
and mail it to the vessel owner prior to July 15, 2003.

(ii) If a qualified applicant does not currently own a
vessel, the RAwill informhimher of qualification, but no
endorsenment will be issued. Such qualified applicant nust apply

for a permt and endorsenent for a vessel that he/she owns, or
transfer the rights to the endorsenent to an owner of a vessel
prior to July 15, 2005. After that date, the rights to an
initial limted access endorsenent for South Atlantic rock shrinp
that were based on the qualification will expire. A qualified
applicant who desires to transfer the rights to an initial
endorsenment to the owner of a vessel nust submt an application
requesting such transfer to the RA.  Such transfer of rights wll
i nclude transfer of credit for the vessel's entire record of

| andi ngs of rock shrinp fromthe South Atlantic during the tine
of the qualified applicant's ownership.

(4) Reconsideration. (i) If the eligibility requirenents
specified in paragraph (b) of this section are not net, the RA
will notify the applicant, in witing, not later than July 16,
2003. The notification will include the reason for the
determ nation that the eligibility requirements were not net. An
appl i cant may request reconsideration of the RA's determ nation
regarding initial endorsenent eligibility by submtting a witten
request for reconsideration to the RA. Such request nust be
post mar ked or hand-delivered not |ater than Septenber 15, 2003,
and nust provide additional witten docunmentation supporting
eligibility for the endorsenent.

(1i) Upon receipt of a request for reconsideration, the RA
will forward the initial application, the RA's response to that
application, the request for reconsideration, and pertinent
records to an Application Oversight Board consisting of state
directors (or their designees) fromeach state in the Council's
area of jurisdiction. Upon request, a vessel owner may nake a
per sonal appearance before the Application Oversight Board.

(tii) If reconsideration by the Application Oversight Board
is requested, such request constitutes the applicant's witten
aut hori zation under section 402(b)(1)(F) of the Magnuson- Stevens
Act for the RAto nake avail able to the nenbers of the
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Appl i cation Oversight Board such confidential catch and ot her
records as are pertinent to the matter under reconsideration.

(iv) The Application Oversight Board may only deliberate
whether the eligibility criteria specified in paragraph (b) of
this section were applied correctly in the applicant's case,
based solely on the avail able record, including docunentation
submtted by the applicant. The Application Oversight Board may
not consi der whether an applicant should have been eligible for a
vessel permt because of hardship or other factors. The
Application Oversight Board nenbers wi |l provide individual
recomendati ons for each application for reconsideration to the
RA.

(v) The RAwill nmake a final decision based on the
eligibility criteria specified in paragraph (b) of this section
and the avail able record, including docunentation submtted by
the applicant, and the recommendati ons and comments from nenbers
of the Application Oversight Board. The RA may not consider
whet her an applicant shoul d have been eligible for a vessel
permt because of hardship or other factors. The RAw Il notify
t he applicant of the decision and the reason for it, in witing,
wi thin 15 days of receiving the recommendations fromthe
Application Oversight Board nenbers. The RA s decision wll
constitute the final adm nistrative action by NWVFS.

(e) Transfer of an endorsenent. A linmted access
endorsenment for South Atlantic rock shrinp is valid only for the
vessel and owner nanmed on the perm t/endorsenent. To change
either the vessel or the owner, an application for transfer nust
be submtted to the RA. An owner of a vessel with an endorsenent
may request that the RA transfer the endorsenment to anot her
vessel owned by the sane entity, to the sane vessel owned by
anot her entity, or to another vessel w th another owner. A
transfer of an endorsenent under this paragraph will include the
transfer of the vessel's entire catch history of South Atlantic
rock shrinp to a new owner; no partial transfers are all owed.

(f) Renewal. The RAwll not reissue a linted access
endorsenment for South Atlantic rock shrinp if the endorsenent is
revoked or if the RA does not receive a conplete application for
renewal of the endorsenent within 1 year after the endorsenent's
expiration date.

(g) Non-renewal of inactive endorsenents. |In addition to
t he sanctions and denials specified in 8§ 622.4(j)(1), alimted
access endorsenment for South Atlantic rock shrinp that is
inactive for a period of 4 consecutive cal endar years will not be
renewed. For the purpose of this paragraph, "inactive" neans
that the vessel with the endorsenent has not | anded at | east
15,000 I b (6,804 kg) of rock shrinp fromthe South Atlantic EEZ
in a cal endar year.
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(h) Reissuance of non-renewed permts. (1) A permt that is
not renewed under paragraph (g) of this section will be nade
avai l able to a vessel owner randomy selected froma list of
owners who had docunented | andi ngs of rock shrinp fromthe South
Atlantic EEZ prior to 1996 but who did not qualify for an initial
limted access endorsenent. To be placed on the list, an owner
must submt a witten request to the RA postmarked or hand-
delivered not later than January 16, 2004. The witten request
must contain docunentation of each specific |anding clained,
i.e., date, quantity of rock shrinp, name and official nunber of
the harvesting vessel, ownership of the vessel at the tinme of
| andi ng, and nanme and address of the purchasing dealer. C ained
| andi ngs that are not verified by conparison with state trip
ticket or dealer records will not be recognized.

Subpart C--Managenent Measures

§ 622.30 Fishing vears.

The fishing year for species or species groups governed in
this part is January 1 through Decenber 31 except for the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Allowable octocoral--Cctober 1 through Septenber 30.

(b) King and Spani sh nackerel. The fishing year for the
ki ng and Spani sh mackerel bag limts specified in 8 622.39(c)(1)
is January 1 through Decenber 31. The follow ng fishing years
apply only for the king and Spani sh mackerel quotas specified in
§ 622.42(c):

(1) Gulf mgratory group king mackerel--July 1 through June

30.

(2) Al other magratory groups of king and Spani sh mackerel -
-April 1 through March 31

(c) Weckfish--April 16 through April 15.

(d) South Atlantic greater anberjack--May 1 through Apri

30.

§ 622.31 Prohibited gear and net hods.

In addition to the prohibited gear/nethods specified in this
section, see 88 622.33, 622.34, and 622.35 for seasonal/area
prohi bi ted gear/nethods and 8 622.41 for species specific
aut hori zed and unaut hori zed gear/ net hods.

(a) Explosives. An explosive (except an explosive in a
power head) may not be used to fish in the Caribbean, Qulf, or
South Atlantic EEZ. A vessel fishing in the EEZ for a species
governed in this part, or a vessel for which a permt has been
i ssued under 8§ 622.4, may not have on board any dynamte or
sim | ar expl osive substance.
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(b) Chemicals and plants. A toxic chem cal may not be used
or possessed in a coral area, and a chem cal, plant, or plant-
derived toxin nay not be used to harvest a Cari bbean coral reef
resource in the Cari bbean EEZ.

(c) Eish traps. (1) Afish trap may not be used in the
South Atlantic EEZ.

(2) Afish trap may not be used or possessed in the Gulf EEZ
west of 85°30" W long. and, after February 7, 2007, may not be
used or possessed in the Gul f EEZ.

(3) Afish trap used other than where authorized in
par agraph (c)(1) or (2) of this section nmay be disposed of in any
appropriate manner by the Assistant Adm nistrator or an
aut hori zed officer.

(d) Longlines for weckfish. A bottomlongline may not be
used to fish for weckfish in the South Atlantic EEZ. A person
aboard a vessel that has a longline on board may not retain a
wreckfish in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ. For the purposes of
thi s paragraph, a vessel is considered to have a |l ongline on
board when a power-operated | ongline hauler, a cable of dianeter
suitable for use in the longline fishery longer than 1.5 m (2.4
km) on any reel, and gangions are on board. Renoval of any one
of these three elenments constitutes renoval of a |ongline.

(e) Poisons. (1) A poison, drug, or other chem cal may not
be used to fish for Caribbean reef fish in the Cari bbean EEZ.

(2) A poison may not be used to take Gulf reef fish in the
@Qul f EEZ.

(3) A poison may not be used to fish for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper in the South Atlantic EEZ.

(f) Power-assisted tools. A power-assisted tool may not be
used in the Caribbean EEZ to take a Cari bbean coral reef resource
or in the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ to take all owabl e octocoral,
prohi bited coral, or live rock.

(g) Powerheads. A powerhead nmay not be used in the
Cari bbean EEZ to harvest Caribbean reef fish or in the EEZ off
South Carolina to harvest South Atlantic snapper-grouper. The
possession of a nutilated Cari bbean reef fish in or fromthe
Cari bbean EEZ, or a nutilated South Atlantic snapper-grouper in
or fromthe EEZ off South Carolina, and a powerhead is prina
faci e evidence that such fish was harvested by a powerhead.

(h) Rebreathers and spearfishing gear. 1In the South
Atl antic EEZ, a person using a rebreather may not harvest South
Atl antic snapper-grouper with spearfishing gear. The possession
of such snapper-grouper while in the water with a rebreather is
prinma facie evidence that such fish was harvested with
spearfishing gear while using a rebreather

(i) Sea bass pots. A sea bass pot may not be used in the
South Atlantic EEZ south of 28°35.1" N. lat. (due east of the
NASA Vehi cl e Assenbly Buil ding, Cape Canaveral, FL). A sea bass
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pot deployed in the EEZ south of 28°35.1' N lat. may be di sposed
of in any appropriate manner by the Assistant Adm nistrator or an
aut hori zed officer.

(Jj) Spears and hooks. A spear, hook, or simlar device may
not be used in the Caribbean EEZ to harvest a Cari bbean spiny
| obster. The possession of a speared, pierced, or punctured
Cari bbean spiny |lobster in or fromthe Caribbean EEZ is prinma
facie evidence of violation of this section.

(k) Traps for royal red shrinp in the Gulf EEZ and transfer
at sea. A trap may not be used to fish for royal red shrinp in
the Gulf EEZ. Possession of a trap and royal red shrinp on board
a vessel is prohibited. A trap used to fish for royal red shrinp
in the Gulf EEZ may be di sposed of in any appropriate manner by
the Assistant Adm nistrator or an authorized officer. In
addition, royal red shrinp cannot be transferred in the GQulf EEZ,
and royal red shrinp taken in the Gulf EEZ cannot be transferred
at sea regardl ess of where the transfer takes place.

§ 622.32 Prohibited and limted-harvest species.

(a) CGeneral. The harvest and possession restrictions of
this section apply without regard to whether the species is
harvested by a vessel operating under a conmercial vessel permt.
The operator of a vessel that fishes in the EEZ is responsible
for the limt applicable to that vessel.

(b) Prohibited species. Prohibited species, by geographical
area, are as follows:

(1) Caribbean. (i) Caribbean prohibited coral may not be
fished for or possessed in or fromthe Cari bbean EEZ. The taking
of Cari bbean prohibited coral in the Cari bbean EEZ i s not
consi dered unl awful possession provided it is returned
imrediately to the sea in the general area of fishing.

(i1) Foureye, banded, and |ongsnout butterflyfish; jewfish;
Nassau grouper; and seahorses may not be harvested or possessed
in or fromthe Caribbean EEZ. Such fish caught in the Caribbean
EEZ nust be rel eased i mediately with a m ni mum of harm

(1i1) Egg-bearing spiny |lobster in the Caribbean EEZ nust be
returned to the water unharnmed. An egg-bearing spiny |obster may
be retained in a trap, provided the trap is returned i medi ately
to the water. An egg-bearing spiny |obster may not be stripped,
scraped, shaved, clipped, or in any other manner nolested, in
order to renove the eggs.

(2) @ulf. (i) @lf and South Atlantic prohibited coral
taken as incidental catch in the GQulf EEZ nust be returned
imediately to the sea in the general area of fishing. 1In
fisheries where the entire catch is | anded unsorted, such as the
scal l op and groundfish fisheries, unsorted prohibited coral may
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be | anded ashore; however, no person may sell or purchase such
prohi bited coral.

(ii) Jewfish may not be harvested or possessed in or from
the Gul f EEZ.

(i1i1) Red drum and Nassau grouper may not be harvested or
possessed in or fromthe GQulf EEZ.  Such fish caught in the Qulf
EEZ nust be rel eased imediately with a m ni mum of harm

(3) Md-Atlantic. Red drum nmay not be harvested or
possessed in or fromthe Md-Atlantic EEZ south of a |ine
extending in a direction of 115° fromtrue north commencing at a
point at 40°29.6' N lat., 73°54.1' W long., such point being
the intersection of the New Jersey/ New York boundary with the 3-
nmline denoting the seaward limt of state waters. Red drum
caught in such portion of the Md-Atlantic EEZ nust be rel eased
i medi ately with a m ni mum of harm

(4) South Atlantic. (i) @Qulf and South Atlantic prohibited
coral taken as incidental catch in the South Atlantic EEZ nust be
returned i Mmediately to the sea in the general area of fishing.
In fisheries where the entire catch is | anded unsorted, such as
t he scallop and groundfish fisheries, unsorted prohibited coral
may be | anded ashore; however, no person may sell or purchase
such prohibited coral

(1i) Jewfish and Nassau grouper may not be harvested or
possessed in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ. Jewfish and Nassau
grouper taken in the South Atlantic EEZ incidentally by hook-and-
line nmust be released immediately by cutting the |ine without
removing the fish fromthe water.

(ii1) Red drum nmay not be harvested or possessed in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ. Red drum caught in the South Atlantic
EEZ nust be rel eased i mediately with a m ni mum of harm

(iv) WId live rock nmay not be harvested or possessed in the
South Atlantic EEZ.

(v) It is intended that no fenal e golden crabs in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ be retained on board a vessel and that any
femal e golden crab in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ be rel eased
in a manner that will ensure maxi num probability of survival.
However, to accomodate |egitimate incidental catch and
retention, the nunber of fenmale golden crabs in or fromthe South
Atl antic EEZ retained on board a vessel may not exceed 0.5
percent, by nunber, of all golden crabs on board. See 8§

622. 45(f) (1) regarding the prohibition of sale of fermale gol den
crabs.

(vi) South Atlantic snapper-grouper may not be possessed in
whol e, gutted, or filleted formby a person aboard a vessel
fishing for or possessing golden crab in or fromthe South
Atl antic EEZ or possessing a golden crab trap in the South
Atlantic. Only the head, fins, and backbone (collectively the
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"rack") of South Atlantic snapper-grouper may be possessed for
use as bait.

(c) Limted-harvest species. A person who fishes in the EEZ
may not conbine a harvest limtation specified in this paragraph
(c) with a harvest limtation applicable to state waters. A
species subject to a harvest limtation specified in this
paragraph (c) taken in the EEZ may not be transferred at sea,
regardl ess of where such transfer takes place, and such species
may not be transferred in the EEZ

(1) Cobia. No person may possess nore than two cobia per
day in or fromthe Gulf, Md-Atlantic, or South Atlantic EEZ,
regardl ess of the nunber of trips or duration of a trip.

(2) Cubera snapper. No person may harvest nore than two
cubera snapper neasuring 30 inches (76.2 cnm), TL, or larger, per
day in the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida and no nore than two
such cubera snapper in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ off Florida
may be possessed on board a vessel at any tine.

(3) Speckled hind and warsaw grouper. The possession of
speckl ed hind and warsaw grouper in or fromthe South Atlantic
EEZ is limted to one of each per vessel per trip.

8 622.33 Caribbean EEZ seasonal and/or area cl osures.

(a) Seasonal closures. (1) Mitton snapper spawning
aggregation area. From March 1 through June 30, each year,
fishing is prohibited in that part of the following area that is
in the EEZ. The area is bounded by rhunb |ines connecting, in
order, the points |isted.

Poi nt North | at. Vst | ong.
A 17°37.8' 64°53. 0
B 17°39. 0 64°53. 0
C 17°39.0' 64°50. 5'
D 17°38.1' 64°50. 5'
E 17°37.8' 64°52. 5
A 17°37.8' 64°53. 0

(2) Red hind spawni ng aggregation areas. From Decenber 1
t hrough February 28, each year, fishing is prohibited in those
parts of the following areas that are in the EEZ. Each area is
bounded by rhunb |ines connecting, in order, the points |isted.
(i) East of St. Croix.

Poi nt North [ at. West | ong.
A 17°50. 2 64°27.9'
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B 17°50.1' 64°26. 1'

C 17°49. 2 64°25. 8'

D 17°48. 6' 64°25. 8

E 17°48. 1 64°26. 1'

F 17°47.5' 64°26. 9'

A 17°50. 2' 64°27.9'
(1i) West of Puerto Rico--(A) Bajo de G co.

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.

A 18°15. 7' 67°26. 4'

B 18°15. 7' 67°23.2

C 18°12. 7' 67°23. 4

D 18°12. 7' 67°26. 4"

A 18°15. 7' 67°26. 4'
(B) Tournaline Bank.

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.

A 18°11. 2' 67°22. 4

B 18°11. 2' 67°19. 2'

C 18°08. 2 67°19. 2'

D 18°08. 2 67°22. 4

A 18°11. 2' 67°22. 4'
(C) Abrir La Sierra Bank

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.

A 18°06. 5' 67°26.9'

B 18°06. 5' 67°23.9

C 18°03. 5' 67°23.9

D 18°03. 5' 67°26.9'

A 18°06. 5' 67°26.9'

(3) Queen conch closure. FromJuly 1 through Septenber 30,
each year, no person may fish for queen conch in the Caribbean
EEZ and no person nay possess on board a fishing vessel a queen
conch in or fromthe Cari bbean EEZ.
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(b) Year-round closures. (1) H nd Bank Marine Conservation
District (MCD). The following activities are prohibited within
the H nd Bank MCD: Fishing for any species and anchoring by
fishing vessels. The Hind Bank MCD i s bounded by rhunb |ines
connecting, in order, the points I|isted.

Poi nt North [ at. West | ong.
A 18°13. 2 65°06. 0
B 18°13. 2 64°59. 0
C 18°11. 8' 64°59. 0
D 18°10. 7' 65°06. 0
A 18°13. 2' 65°06. 0'

(2) [ Reserved]

8§ 622.34 @l f EEZ seasonal and/or area cl osures.

(a) Alabama SMZ. The Al abana SMZ consists of artificial
reefs and surrounding areas. In the Al abama SMZ, fishing by a
vessel that is operating as a charter vessel or headboat, a
vessel that does not have a conmercial permt for Gulf reef fish,
as required under 8 622.4(a)(2), or a vessel with such a permt
fishing for Gulf reef fish is |limted to hook-and-line gear with
three or fewer hooks per line and spearfishing gear. A person
aboard a vessel that uses on any trip gear other than hook-and-
line gear with three or fewer hooks per |ine and spearfishing
gear in the Alabama SMZ is |[imted on that trip to the bag limts
for Gulf reef fish specified in 8§ 622.39(b) and, for GQulf reef
fish for which no bag limt is specified in 8 622.39(b), the
vessel is limted to 5 percent, by weight, of all fish on board
or |anded. The Al abama SMZ is bounded by rhunb |ines connecting,
in order, the foll ow ng points:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.
A 30°02. 5 88°07. 7
B 30°02. 6' 87°59. 3'
C 29°55. 0 87°55. 5
D 29°54. 5 88°07. 5
A 30°02. 5 88°07. 7'

(b) Florida mddle grounds HAPC. Fishing with a bottom
| ongline, bottomtrawl, dredge, pot, or trap is prohibited year-
round in the area bounded by rhunb |ines connecting, in order,
the foll owi ng points:
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Poi nt North [ at. West | ong.
A 28°42. 5 84°24. 8
B 28°42. 5 84°16. 3'
C 28°11. 0 84°00.0
D 28°11. 0 84°07. 0
E 28°26. 6' 84°24. 8
A 28°42. 5 84°24. 8

(c) Reef fish longline and buoy gear restricted area. A
person aboard a vessel that uses, on any trip, longline or buoy
gear in the longline and buoy gear restricted area is limted on
that trip to the bag limts for GQulf reef fish specified in §
622.39(b) (1) and, for @ulf reef fish for which no bag limt is
specified in 8 622.39(b)(1), the vessel is |limted to 5 percent,
by weight, of all fish on board or | anded. The |ongline and buoy
gear restricted area is that part of the Gulf EEZ shoreward of
rhunb Iines connecting, in order, the points listed in Table 1 in
Appendi x B of this part.

(d) Tortugas narine reserves. The following activities are
prohibited within the Tortugas narine reserves: Fishing for any
speci es and anchoring by fishing vessels.

(1) EEZ portion of Tortugas North. The area is bounded by
rhunb lines connecting the follow ng points: From point A at
24°40' 00" N. lat., 83°06'00" W long. to point B at 24°46' 00" N
lat., 83°06' 00" W long. to point C at 24°46' 00" N. lat.,
83°00' 00" W 1long.; thence along the |line denoting the seaward
[imt of Florida’s waters, as shown on the current edition of
NCAA chart 11438, to point A at 24°40'00" N. lat., 83°06' 00" W
| ong.

(2) Tortugas South. The area is bounded by rhunb Iines
connecting, in order, the foll ow ng points:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.
A 24°33' 00" 83°09' 00"
B 24°33' 00" 83°05' 00"
C 24°18' 00" 83°05' 00"
D 24°18' 00" 83°09' 00"
A 24°33' 00" 83°09' 00"

(e) Shrinp/stone crab separation zones. Five zones are
established in the Gulf EEZ and Florida's waters off Ctrus and
Her nando Counties for the separation of shrinp trawling and stone
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crab trapping. Although Zone Il is entirely within Florida's
waters, it is included in this paragraph (e) for the convenience
of fishermen. Restrictions that apply to Zone Il and those parts
of the other zones that are in Florida's waters are contained in
Rul e 46-38.001, Florida Adm nistrative Code. Geographi cal

coordi nates of the points referred to in this paragraph (e) are
as foll ows:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.
A 28°59' 30" 82°45' 36"
B 28°59' 30" 83°00' 10"
C 28°26' 01" 82°59' 47"
D 28°26' 01" 82°56' 54"
E 28°41' 39" 82°55' 25"
F 28°41' 39" 82°56' 09"
G 28°48' 56" 82°56' 19"
H 28°53' 51" 82°51' 19"
| 28°54"' 43" 82°44' 52"
NE 28°51' 09" 82°44' 00"
K 28°50' 59" 82°54' 16"
L 28°41' 39" 82°53' 56"
M 28°41' 39" 82°38' 46"
N 28°41"' 39" 82°53"' 12"
@) 28°30' 51" 82°55' 11"
P 28°40' 00" 82°53' 08"
Q 28°40' 00" 82°47' 58"
R 28°35"' 14" 82°47" 47"
S 28°30' 51" 82°52' 55"
T 28°27' 46" 82°55' 09"
U 28°30' 51" 82°52' 09"

Crystal River

’Long Pt. (southwest tip).

sShor el i ne.

Ent rance Light 1A
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(1) Zone | is enclosed by rhunb |ines connecting, in order,
points A, B, C D T, E, F, G H |, and J, plus the shoreline
between points A and J. It is unlawful to traw in that part of
Zone | that is in the EEZ from October 5 through May 20, each
year.

(2) Zone 11 is enclosed by rhunb |ines connecting, in order,
points J, I, H K L, and M plus the shoreline between points J
and M

(3) Zone 111 is enclosed by rhunmb |ines connecting, in
order, points P, Q R U, S and P. It is unlawful to trawl in
that part of Zone IIl that is in the EEZ from Cctober 5 through
May 20, each year

(4) Zone 1V is enclosed by rhunb Iines connecting, in order,
points E, N, S, O and E.

(i) It is unlawful to place a stone crab trap in that part
of Zone IV that is in the EEZ from Cctober 5 through Decenber 1
and fromApril 2 through May 20, each year

(i) It is unlawmful to traw in that part of Zone IV that is
in the EEZ from Decenber 2 through April 1, each year

(5) Zone V is enclosed by rhunb |ines connecting, in order,
points F, G K, L, and F.

(1) It is unlawful to place a stone crab trap in that part
of Zone V that is in the EEZ from Cctober 5 through Novenber 30
and from March 16 through May 20, each year.

(i) I't is unlawmful to traw in that part of Zone V that is
in the EEZ from Decenber 1 through March 15, each year.

(f) Southwest Florida seasonal trawl closure. From January
1 to 1 hour after official sunset on May 20, each year, trawing,
including trawling for live bait, is prohibited in that part of
the Gulf EEZ shoreward of rhunb |ines connecting, in order, the
foll owi ng points:

Poi nt North | at. Vst | ong.
B: 26°16. 0 81°58. 5
C 26°00. 0 82°04. 0
D 25°09. 0 81°47. 6'
E 24°54. 5' 81°50. 5
\% 24°49. 3 81°46. 4'

'‘On the seaward limt of Florida's waters.

(g) Reef fish stressed area. The stressed area is that part
of the Gulf EEZ shoreward of rhunb |ines connecting, in order,
the points listed in Table 2 in Appendix B of this part.

(1) A powerhead nay not be used in the stressed area to take
Qul f reef fish. Possession of a powerhead and a nutilated CGulf
reef fish in the stressed area or after having fished in the
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stressed area constitutes prima facie evidence that such reef
fish was taken with a powerhead in the stressed area. The
provi sions of this paragraph do not apply to the foll ow ng
species: dwarf sand perch, hogfish, and sand perch.

(2) Aroller trawl may not be used in the stressed area.
Roller traw neans a trawl net equipped with a series of |arge,
solid rollers separated by several snaller spacer rollers on a
separate cable or line (sweep) connected to the footrope, which
makes it possible to fish the gear over rough bottom that is, in
areas unsuitable for fishing conventional shrinp trawls. Rigid
framed trawl s adapted for shrinping over uneven bottom in w de
use along the west coast of Florida, and shrinp trawls with
hol l ow plastic rollers for fishing on soft bottons, are not
considered roller traw s.

(3) Afish trap may not be used in the stressed area. A
fish trap used in the stressed area will be considered uncl ai ned
or abandoned property and rmay be di sposed of in any appropriate
manner by the Assistant Adm nistrator (including an authorized
of ficer).

(h) Texas closure. (1) From 30 mnutes after official
sunset on May 15 to 30 minutes after official sunset on July 15,
trawling, except trawing for royal red shrinp beyond the
100-fat hom (183-m depth contour, is prohibited in the GQulf EEZ
of f Texas.

(2) I'n accordance with the procedures and restrictions of
the Fi shery Managenent Plan for the Shrinp Fishery of the Qulf of
Mexi co, the RA may adjust the closing and/ or opening date of the
Texas closure to provide an earlier, |ater, shorter, or |onger
cl osure, but the duration of the closure may not exceed 90 days
or be less than 45 days. Notification of the adjustnment of the
closing or opening date wll be published in the Federal
Reqi ster.

(i) Tortugas shrinp sanctuary. (1) The Tortugas shrinp
sanctuary is closed to trawing. The Tortugas shrinp sanctuary
is that part of the EEZ off Florida shoreward of rhunb |ines
connecting, in order, the foll ow ng points:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.
N 25°52. 9 81°37. 9
F 24°50. 7 81°51. 3
G 24°40. 1 82°26. 7'
H 24°34. 7' 82°35. 2
P+ 24°35. 0 82°08. 0

1Coon Key Light.
*New Ground Rocks Light.
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s‘Rebecca Shoal Light.
‘Mar guessas Keys.

(2) The provisions of paragraph (i)(1) of this section
not wi t hst andi ng- -

(i) Effective fromApril 11 through Septenber 30, each year,
that part of the Tortugas shrinp sanctuary seaward of rhunb |ines
connecting the followng points is open to trawing: From point
T at 24°47.8 N lat., 82°01.0' W long. to point U at 24°43.83
N. lat., 82°01.0° W long. (on the |ine denoting the seaward
limt of Florida's waters); thence along the seaward limt of
Florida's waters, as shown on the current edition of NOAA chart
11439, to point V at 24°42.55" N lat., 82°15.0'" W long.; thence
north to point Wat 24°43.6' N lat., 82°15.0' W | ong.

(1i) Effective fromApril 11 through July 31, each year,
that part of the Tortugas shrinp sanctuary seaward of rhunb |ines
connecting the following points is open to trawling: From point
Wto point V, both points as specified in paragraph (i)(2)(i) of
this section, to point G as specified in paragraph (i)(1) of
this section.

(ti1) Effective from My 26 through July 31, each year, that
part of the Tortugas shrinp sanctuary seaward of rhunb |ines
connecting the followng points is open to trawing: From point
F, as specified in paragraph (i)(1) of this section, to point Q
at 24°46.7° N. lat., 81°52.2°" W long. (on the |line denoting the
seaward limt of Florida's waters); thence along the seaward
[imt of Florida's waters, as shown on the current edition of
NOAA chart 11439, to point U and north to point T, both points as
specified in paragraph (i)(2)(i) of this section.

(j) West and East Flower Garden Banks HAPC. Fishing with a
bottom | ongline, bottomtraw, dredge, pot, or trap is prohibited
year-round in the HAPC. The Wst and East Fl ower Garden Banks
are geographically centered at 27°52'14.21" N. lat., 93°48' 54. 79"
W long. and 27°55'07.44" N. lat., 93°36'08.49" W |ong.,
respectively. The HAPC extends fromthese centers to the 50-
fathom (300-ft) (91.4-m isobath.

(k) dosure provisions applicable to the Madi son and Swanson
sites and Steanboat Lunps. (1)(i) The Madi son and Swanson sites
are bounded by rhunb |ines connecting, in order, the follow ng

poi nts:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.
A 29°17' 85°50

B 29°17' 85°38

C 29°06' 85°38'

D 29°06' 85°50'
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A 29°17" 85°50
(ii) Steanboat Lunps is bounded by rhunb |ines connecting,

in order, the foll ow ng points:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.

A 28°14' 84°48'

B 28°14' 84° 37

C 28°03' 84° 37"

D 28°03' 84°48'

A 28°14' 84°48

(ii1) The provisions of paragraphs (k)(2) through (6) of
this section apply within the Madi son and Swanson sites and
St eanboat Lunps through June 16, 2010.

(2) Possession of Gulf reef fish is prohibited, except for
such possession aboard a vessel in transit with fishing gear
stowed as specified in paragraph (k)(4) of this section.

(3) During Novenber through April, all fishing is
prohi bi ted, and possession of any fish species is prohibited,
except for such possession aboard a vessel in transit with
fishing gear stowed as specified in paragraph (k)(4) of this
section. The provisions of this paragraph, (k)(3), do not apply
to highly mgratory species.

(4) For the purpose of paragraph (k) of this section,
transit nmeans non-stop progression through the area; fishing gear
appropriately stowed neans—-

(i) Alongline may be left on the drumif all gangi ons and
hooks are di sconnected and stowed bel ow deck. Hooks cannot be
baited. Al buoys nust be disconnected fromthe gear; however,
buoys nmay renmi n on deck.

(ii) Atraw net may remain on deck, but trawl doors nust be
di sconnected fromthe trawl gear and nust be secured.

(iit) Agillnet nust be Ieft on the drum Any additional
gillnets not attached to the drum nust be stowed bel ow deck.

(iv) Arod and reel nust be renoved fromthe rod hol der and
stowed securely on or bel ow deck. Term nal gear (i.e., hook,
| eader, sinker, flasher, or bait) nust be disconnected and stowed
separately fromthe rod and reel. Sinkers nust be di sconnected
fromthe down rigger and stowed separately.

(5) During May through Cctober, surface trolling is the only
al l omabl e fishing activity. For the purpose of this paragraph
(k)(5), surface trolling is defined as fishing with |lines
trailing behind a vessel which is in constant notion at speeds in
excess of four knots with a visible wake. Such trolling may not
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i nvol ve the use of down riggers, wire lines, planers, or simlar
devi ces.

(6) For the purpose of paragraph (k) of this section, fish
means finfish, nollusks, crustaceans, and all other fornms of
marine animal and plant |ife other than marine manmal s and birds.
Hi ghly m gratory species nmeans tuna species, marlin (Tetrapturus
spp. and Makaira spp.), oceanic sharks, sailfishes (lstiophorus
spp.), and swordfish (Xiphias gladius).

(1) dosures of the commercial fishery for red snapper. The
commercial fishery for red snapper in or fromthe GQulf EEZ is
closed fromJanuary 1 to noon on February 1 and thereafter from
noon on the 10th of each nonth to noon on the first of each
succeedi ng nonth until the quota specified in §
622.42(a)(1)(i)(A) is reached or until noon on Cctober 1,
whi chever occurs first. From Cctober 1 to Decenber 1, the
commercial fishery for red snapper in or fromthe Gulf EEZ is
cl osed fromnoon on the 10th of each nonth to noon on the first
of each succeeding nonth until the quota specified in §
622.42(a)(1)(i)(B) is reached or until the end of the fishing
year, whichever occurs first. Al tines are local times. During
t hese cl osed periods, the possession of red snapper in or from
the Gulf EEZ and in the GQulf on board a vessel for which a
commercial permit for Qulf reef fish has been issued, as required
under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to where such red snapper
were harvested, is limted to the bag and possession limts, as
specified in 8§ 622.39(b)(1)(iii) and (b)(2), respectively, and
such red snapper are subject to the prohibition on sale or
pur chase of red snapper possessed under the bag limt, as
specified in 8 622.45(c)(1). However, when the recreational
guota for red snapper has been reached and the bag and possession
[imt has been reduced to zero, the limt for such possession
during a closed period is zero.

(m Cdosures of the recreational fishery for red snapper.
The recreational fishery for red snapper in or fromthe Gulf EEZ
is closed fromJanuary 1 through April 20 and from Novenber 1
t hrough Decenber 31. During a closure, the bag and possession
limt for red snapper in or fromthe GQulf EEZ is zero.

(n) [ Reserved]

(o) Seasonal closure of the comercial fishery for gag, red
grouper, and bl ack grouper. From February 15 to March 15, each
year, no person aboard a vessel for which a valid Federa
commercial permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued may possess
gag, red grouper, or black grouper in the @Gulf, regardl ess of
where harvested. However, a person aboard a vessel for which the
permt indicates both charter vessel/ headboat for Gulf reef fish
and comrercial Gulf reef fish may continue to retain gag, red
grouper, and bl ack grouper under the bag and possession limt
specified in 8 622.39(b), provided the vessel is operating as a
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charter vessel or headboat. From February 15 until Mrch 15,
each year, the sale or purchase of gag, red grouper, or black
grouper is prohibited as specified in 8§ 622.45(c)(4).

(p) dosures of the Gulf group king mackerel gillnet
fishery. The gillnet fishery for @Qulf group king mackerel in or
fromthe Gulf EEZ is closed each fishing year fromJuly 1 unti
6:00 a.m on the day after the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal
holiday. The gillnet fishery also is closed during al
subsequent weekends and observed Federal holidays, except for the
first weekend following the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday which
will remain open to the gillnet fishery provided a notification
of closure of that fishery has not been filed under 8§ 622.43(a).
Weekend cl osures are effective from6:00 a.m Saturday to 6:00
a.m Monday. Holiday closures are effective from6:00 a.m on
t he observed Federal holiday to 6:00 a.m the follow ng day. Al
times are eastern standard tinme. During these closures, a person
aboard a vessel using or possessing a gillnet with a
stretched-nesh size of 4.75 inches (12.1 cm or larger in the
sout hern Florida west coast subzone may not fish for or possess
@ul f group king macker el

§ 622.35 Atlantic EEZ seasonal and/or area cl osures.

(a) Allowable octocoral closed area. No person may harvest
or possess allowabl e octocoral in the South Atlantic EEZ north of
28°35.1" N. lat. (due east of the NASA Vehicle Assenbly Buil ding,
Cape Canaveral, FL).

(b) Longline closed areas. A longline may not be used to
fish in the EEZ for South Atlantic snapper-grouper south of
27°10" N lat. (due east of the entrance to St. Lucie Inlet, FL);
or north of 27°10" N. lat. where the charted depth is |ess than
50 fathons (91.4 m, as shown on the latest edition of the
| ar gest scal e NOAA chart of the location. A person aboard a
vessel with a longline on board that fishes on a trip in the
South Atlantic EEZ south of 27°10" N. lat., or north of 27°10" N
lat. where the charted depth is less than 50 fathonms (91.4 m, is
l[imted on that trip to the bag limt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper for which a bag limt is specified in §8 622.39(d)(1), and
to zero for all other South Atlantic snapper-grouper. For the
pur pose of this paragraph, a vessel is considered to have a
| ongli ne on board when a power-operated | ongline hauler, a cable
or nonofilament of diameter and |length suitable for use in the
l ongline fishery, and gangions are on board. Renoval of any one
of these three elenents constitutes renoval of a |ongline.

(c) Oculina Bank--(1) HAPC. The Ccul i na Bank HAPC
enconpasses an area bounded on the north by 28°30" N. lat., on
the south by 27°30" N. lat., on the east by the 100-fathom (183-
m contour, as shown on the |atest edition of NOAA chart 11460,
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and on the west by 80°00" W long.; and two adj acent areas: the
first bounded on the north by 28°30" N lat., on the south by
28°29'" N lat., on the east by 80°00° W long., and on the west
by 80°03" W long.; and the second bounded on the north by 28°17
N. lat., on the south by 28°16" N. lat., on the east by 80°00 W
I ong., and on the west by 80°03" W | ong.

In the Cculina Bank HAPC, no person may:

(i) Use a bottomlongline, bottomtraw , dredge, pot, or
trap.

(ii) If aboard a fishing vessel, anchor, use an anchor and
chain, or use a grapple and chai n.

(iii) Fish for rock shrinp or possess rock shrinmp in or from
the area on board a fishing vessel.

(2) Experinental closed area. Wthin the QOculina Bank HAPC,
t he experinental closed area is bounded on the north by 27°53" N
lat., on the south by 27°30" N. lat., on the east by 79°56" W
I ong., and on the west by 80°00° W long. No person nmay fish for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in the experinental closed area,
and no person nmay retain South Atlantic snapper-grouper in or
fromthe area. |In the experinental closed area, any South
Atl anti c snapper-grouper taken incidentally by hook-and-Iine gear
nmust be released inmediately by cutting the |ine wthout renoving
the fish fromthe water.

(d) South Atlantic shrinp cold weather closure. (1)
Pursuant to the procedures and criteria established in the FW
for the Shrinp Fishery of the South Atlantic Region, when
Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, or South Carolina closes all or
a portion of its waters of the South Atlantic to the harvest of
brown, pink, and white shrinp, the Assistant Adm nistrator nmay
concurrently close the South Atlantic EEZ adjacent to the cl osed
state waters by filing a notification of closure with the Ofice
of the Federal Register. Cosure of the adjacent EEZ will be
effective until the ending date of the closure in state waters,
but may be ended earlier based on the state's request. 1In the
| atter case, the Assistant Adm nistrator will termnate a closure
of the EEZ by filing a notification to that effect with the
O fice of the Federal Register.

(2) During a closure, as specified in paragraph (d)(1) of
this section--

(1) No person may traw for brown shrinp, pink shrinp, or
white shrinmp in the closed portion of the EEZ (cl osed area); and
no person may possess on board a fishing vessel brown shrinp,
pi nk shrinp, or white shrinp in or froma closed area, except as
aut horized in paragraph (d)(2)(iii) of this section.

(ii) No person aboard a vessel trawing in that part of a
closed area that is within 25 nm of the baseline fromwhich the
territorial sea is neasured may use or have on board a traw net
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wth a nmesh size less than 4 inches (10.2 cm, as neasured
bet ween the centers of opposite knots when pulled taut.

(i) Brown shrinp, pink shrinp, or white shrinp nmay be
possessed on board a fishing vessel in a closed area, provided
the vessel is in transit and all trawl nets with a nmesh size | ess
than 4 inches (10.2 cn), as neasured between the centers of
opposite knots when pulled taut, are stowed bel ow deck while
transiting the closed area. For the purpose of this paragraph, a
vessel is in transit when it is on a direct and continuous course
t hrough a cl osed area.

(e) SMZs. (1) The SMZs consist of artificial reefs and
surroundi ng areas as foll ows:

(i) Paradise Reef is bounded on the north by 33°31.59" N
lat.; on the south by 33°30.51'" N. lat.; on the east by 78°57.55
W long.; and on the west by 78°58.85 W | ong.

(ii) Ten Mle Reef is bounded on the north by 33°26.65 N
lat.; on the south by 33°24.80" N lat.; on the east by 78°51. 08
W long.; and on the west by 78°52.97" W | ong.

(iii) Paw eys Island Reef is bounded on the north by
33°26.58" N. lat.; on the south by 33°25.76" N. lat.; on the east
by 79°00.29" W long.; and on the west by 79°01.24" W | ong.

(1v) Georgetown Reef is bounded on the north by 33°14.90" N
lat.; on the south by 33°13.85" N lat.; on the east by 78°59. 45
W long.; and on the west by 79°00.65 W | ong.

(v) Capers Reef is bounded on the north by 32°45.45" N
lat.; on the south by 32°43.91' N. lat.; on the east by 79°33. 81
W long.; and on the west by 79°35.10° W | ong.

(vi) Kiawah Reef is bounded on the north by 32°29.78 N
lat.; on the south by 32°28.25" N lat.; on the east by 79°59. 00
W long.; and on the west by 80°00.95 W | ong.

(vii) Edisto Ofshore Reef is bounded on the north by
32°15.30" N. lat.; on the south by 32°13.90" N. lat.; on the east
by 79°50.25" W long.; and on the west by 79°51.45 W | ong.

(viii) Hunting Island Reef is bounded on the north by
32°13.72" N lat.; on the south by 32°12.30" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°19.23" W long.; and on the west by 80°21.00° W | ong.

(ix) Fripp Island Reef is bounded on the north by 32°15. 92
N. lat.; on the south by 32°14.75" N. lat.; on the east by
80°21.62'" W long.; and on the west by 80°22.90° W | ong.

(x) Betsy Ross Reef is bounded on the north by 32°03.60" N
lat.; on the south by 32°02.88" N. lat.; on the east by 80°24.57
W long.; and on the west by 80°25.50" W | ong.

(xi) Hlton Head Reef/Artificial Reef--T is bounded on the
north by 32°00.71" N lat.; on the south by 31°59.42" N lat.; on
the east by 80°35.23" W Ilong.; and on the west by 80°36.37" W
| ong.
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(xi1) Artificial Reef--A is bounded on the north by 30°57. 4"
N. lat.; on the south by 30°55.4" N. lat.; on the east by
81°13.9° W long.; and on the west by 81°16.3" W | ong.

(xiii) Artificial Reef--Cis bounded on the north by
30°52.0" N. lat.; on the south by 30°50.0" N. lat.; on the east
by 81°08.5 W long.; and on the west by 81°10.9" W | ong.

(xiv) Artificial Reef--Gis bounded on the north by 31°00.0
N. lat.; on the south by 30°58.0" N lat.; on the east by
80°56.8" W long.; and on the west by 80°59.2' W | ong.

(xv) Artificial Reef--F is bounded on the north by 31°06.8
N. lat.; on the south by 31°04.8" N. lat.; on the east by
81°10.5" W long.; and on the west by 81°13.4'" W | ong.

(xvi) Artificial Reef--J is bounded on the north by 31°36. 7'
N. lat.; on the south by 31°34.7" N. lat.; on the east by
80°47.3" W long.; and on the west by 80°50.1' W | ong.

(xvii) Artificial Reef--L is bounded on the north by
31°46.0" N. lat.; on the south by 31°44.0' N. lat.; on the east
by 80°34.7" W long.; and on the west by 80°37.1' W | ong.

(xviii) Artificial Reef--KC is bounded on the north by
31°51.2" N lat.; on the south by 31°49.2'" N lat.; on the east
by 80°45.3" W long.; and on the west by 80°47.7" W | ong.

(xix) Ft. Pierce Inshore Reef is bounded on the north by
27°26.8" N lat.; on the south by 27°25.8 N. lat.; on the east
by 80°09.24' W long.; and on the west by 80°10.36" W | ong.

(xx) Ft. Pierce Ofshore Reef is bounded by rhunb Iines
connecting, in order, the foll ow ng points:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.
A 27°23. 68' 80°03. 95
B 27°22. 80" 80°03. 60'
C 27°23. 94 80°00. 02
D 27°24. 85' 80°00. 33"
A 27°23. 68’ 80°03. 95

(xxi) Key Biscayne/Artificial Reef--His bounded on the
north by 25°42.82" N. lat.; on the south by 25°41.32' N lat.; on
the east by 80°04.22' W long.; and on the west by 80°05.53" W
| ong.

(xxii) Little River OOfshore Reef is bounded on the north by
33°42.10" N. lat.; on the south by 33°41.10" N. lat.; on the east
by 78°26.40" W long.; and on the west by 78°27.10" W | ong.

(xxiii) BP-25 Reef is bounded on the north by 33°21.70" N
lat.; on the south by 33°20.70" N lat.; on the east by 78°24. 80
W long.; and on the west by 78°25.60" W | ong.
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(xxiv) Vermlion Reef is bounded on the north by 32°57.80
N. lat.; on the south by 32°57.30" N. lat.; on the east by
78°39.30" W long.; and on the west by 78°40.10°" W | ong.

(xxv) Cape Ronmmi ne Reef is bounded on the north by 33°00. 00
N. lat.; on the south by 32°59.50" N. lat.; on the east by
79°02.01' W long.; and on the west by 79°02.62' W | ong.

(xxvi) Y-73 Reef is bounded on the north by 32°33.20" N
lat.; on the south by 32°32.70" N lat.; on the east by 79°19. 10
W long.; and on the west by 79°19.70°" W | ong.

(xxvii) Eagles Nest Reef is bounded on the north by
32°01.48" N. lat.; on the south by 32°00.98" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°30.00°" W long.; and on the west by 80°30.65 W | ong.

(xxviii) Bill Perry Jr. Reef is bounded on the north by
33°26.20" N. lat.; on the south by 33°25.20" N. lat.; on the east
by 78°32.70" W long.; and on the west by 78°33.80" W I ong.

(xxi x) Comanche Reef is bounded on the north by 32°27.40" N
lat.; on the south by 32°26.90" N lat.; on the east by 79°18. 80
W long.; and on the west by 79°19.60" W | ong.

(xxx) Murrel's Inlet 60 Foot Reef is bounded on the north by
33°17.50" N. lat.; on the south by 33°16.50" N. lat.; on the east
by 78°44.67° W long.; and on the west by 78°45.98 W | ong.

(xxxi) Georgetown 95 Foot Reef is bounded on the north by
33°11.75 N. lat.; on the south by 33°10.75" N. lat.; on the east
by 78°24.10° W long.; and on the west by 78°25.63" W | ong.

(xxxii) New Georgetown 60 Foot Reef is bounded on the north
by 33°09.25" N. lat.; on the south by 33°07.75" N lat.; on the
east by 78°49.95" W long.; and on the west by 78°51.45" W | ong.

(xxxiii) North Inlet 45 Foot Reef is bounded on the north by
33°21.03" N lat.; on the south by 33°20.03" N. lat.; on the east
by 79°00.31" W long.; and on the west by 79°01.51' W | ong.

(xxxiv) CJ Davidson Reef is bounded on the north by
33°06.48" N. lat.; on the south by 33°05.48" N. lat.; on the east
by 79°00.27" W long.; and on the west by 79°01.39" W | ong.

(xxxv) Geenville Reef is bounded on the north by 32°57. 25
N. lat.; on the south by 32°56.25" N. lat.; on the east by
78°54.25' W long.; and on the west by 78°55.25" W |ong.

(xxxvi) Charleston 60 Foot Reef is bounded on the north by
32°33.60" N. lat.; on the south by 32°32.60" N. lat.; on the east
by 79°39.70" W long.; and on the west by 79°40.90" W | ong.

(xxxvii) Edisto 60 Foot Reef is bounded on the north by
32°21.75 N. lat.; on the south by 32°20.75" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°04.10'" W |ongitude; and on the west by 80°05.70" W | ong.

(xxxviii) Edisto 40 Foot Reef is bounded on the north by
32°25.78" N. lat.; on the south by 32°24.78" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°11.24'" W long.; and on the west by 80°12.32' W | ong.

(xxxi x) Beaufort 45 Foot Reef is bounded on the north by
32°07.65" N. lat.; on the south by 32°06.65" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°28.80" W long.; and on the west by 80°29.80" W | ong.

82



(xI') Artificial Reef--ALT is bounded on the north by
31°18.6" N. lat.; on the south by 31°16.6" N. lat.; on the east
by 81°07.0'" W long.; and on the west by 81°09.4" W | ong.

(xI'i) Artificial Reef--CAT is bounded on the north by
31°40.2" N lat.; on the south by 31°38.2'" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°56.2' W long.; and on the west by 80°58.6" W | ong.

(xIii) Artificial Reef--CCA is bounded on the north by
31°43.7" N lat.; on the south by 31°41.7° N lat.; on the east
by 80°40.0" W long.; and on the west by 80°42.3" W |ong.

(xIiii) Artificial Reef--DRH i s bounded on the north by
31°18.0" N. lat.; on the south by 31°16.0" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°56.6'" W long.; and on the west by 80°59.0° W | ong.

(xliv) Artificial Reef--DUA is bounded on the north by
31°47.8" N. lat.; on the south by 31°45.8" N. lat.; on the east
by 80°52.1' W long.; and on the west by 80°54.5" W | ong.

(xIv) Artificial Reef--DWis bounded on the north by
31°22.8" N lat.; on the south by 31°20.3" N. lat.; on the east
by 79°49.8 W long.; and on the west by 79°51.1' W | ong.

(xIvi) Artificial Reef--KBY is bounded on the north by
30°48.6" N. lat.; on the south by 30°46.6" N. lat.; on the east
by 81°15.0" W long.; and on the west by 81°17.4' W | ong.

(xIvii) Artificial Reef--KTK is bounded on the north by
31°31.3" N lat.; on the south by 31°29.3" N lat.; on the east
by 80°59.1' W long.; and on the west by 81°01.5 W | ong.

(xIviii) Artificial Reef--MRY is bounded on the north by
30°47.5" N lat.; on the south by 30°45.5" N. lat.; on the east
by 81°05.5' W long.; and on the west by 81°07.8" W | ong.

(xIix) Artificial Reef--SAV is bounded on the north by
31°55.4" N. lat.; on the south by 31°53.4'" N lat.; on the east
by 80°45.2' W long.; and on the west by 80°47.6'" W |ong.

(I') Artificial Reef--SFC is bounded on the north by 31°00.8
N. lat.; on the south by 30°59.8 N lat.; on the east by
81°02.2" W long.; and on the west by 81°03.4' W | ong.

(li) Artificial Reef--WVis bounded on the north by 31°43.5
N. lat.; on the south by 31°42.2" N. lat.; on the east by
79°57. 7" W long.; and on the west by 79°59.3 W | ong.

(2) To determ ne what restrictions apply in the SMZs |isted
in 8 622.35(e)(1), follow this table:

I N SMZs SPECI FI ED I N THE THESE RESTRI CTI ONS APPLY
FOLLOW NG PARAGRAPHS OF §
622. 35
(e)(1) (i) through (x), Use of a powerhead to take
(e)(1)(xx), and (e) (1) (xxii) South Atlantic snapper-grouper
t hrough (xxxi x) I's prohibited. Possession of

a powerhead and a nutil ated
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South Atl antic snapper-grouper
in, or after having fished in,
one of these SMZs constitutes

prima faci e evidence that such
fish was taken with a

power head in the SMZ.

(e)(1)(i) through (xviii) and Fi shing may only be conducted
(e)(1)(xxii) through (li) wi th handline, rod and reel
and spearfishing gear

(e)(1) (i) through (li) Use of a sea bass pot or
bottom |l ongline is prohibited.

(e)(1)(xii) through (xviii) Possessi on of South Atlantic

and (e)(1)(xl) through (li) snapper-grouper taken with a
powerhead is limted to the
bag limts specified in §
622.39(d)(1).

(e)(1)(xix) and (e)(1)(xx) A hydraulic or electric reel
that is permanently affixed to
the vessel is prohibited when
fishing for South Atlantic
snapper - gr ouper .

(e)(1)(xix) and (e) (1) (xxi) Use of spearfishing gear is
pr ohi bi t ed.
(f) Golden crab trap closed areas. |In the golden crab

northern zone, a golden crab trap nay not be deployed in waters
| ess than 900 ft (274 m) deep. In the golden crab m ddle and
sout hern zones, a golden crab trap may not be deployed in waters
| ess than 700 ft (213 m deep. See § 622.17(b) for specification
of the golden crab zones.

(g) Pelagic sargassum area and seasonal restrictions--(1)
Area limtations. (i) No person may harvest pelagic sargassumin
the South Atlantic EEZ between 36°34'55" N. lat. (directly east
fromthe Virginial/North Carolina boundary) and 34° N. lat.,
wi thin 100 nautical mles east of the North Carolina coast.

(i1) No person may harvest or possess pel agi ¢ sargassumin
or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ south of 34° N |at.
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(2) Seasonal limtation. No person may harvest or possess
pel agi ¢ sargassumin or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ during the
nmont hs of July through COctober. This prohibition on possession
does not apply to pel agi c sargassumthat was harvested and | anded
ashore prior to the closed peri od.

(h) Dol phin/wahoo closed areas. (1) If pelagic |longline
gear is on board a vessel, a person aboard such vessel nay not
fish for or retain a dol phin or wahoo- -

(1) I'n the Northeastern United States cl osed area from June
1 through June 30 each year. The Northeastern United States
closed area is that portion of the EEZ between 40° N. lat. and
39° N lat. from68° W long. to 74° W | ong.

(ii) I'n the Charleston Bunp closed area from February 1
through April 30 each year. The Charleston Bunp closed area is
that portion of the EEZ off North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Ceorgia between 34° N. lat. and 31° N. lat. and west of 76° W
| ong.

(ti1) I'n the East Florida Coast closed area year round. The
East Florida Coast closed area is that portion of the EEZ off
Ceorgia and the east coast of Florida fromthe inner boundary of
the EEZ at 31° N. lat.; thence due east to 78° W long.; thence
by a rhunb line to 28°17" N lat., 79°12" W long.; thence
proceeding in a southerly direction along the outer boundary of
the EEZ to 24° N lat.; thence due west to 24° N lat., 81°47 W
| ong.; thence due north to the innernost boundary of the EEZ at
81°47" W | ong.

(2) A vessel is considered to have pel agic |ongline gear on
board when a power-operated |ongline hauler, a mainline, floats
capabl e of supporting the mainline, and gangions wth hooks are
on board. Renoval of any one of these el enments constitutes
removal of pelagic |ongline gear.

(3) If a vessel is in a closed area during a tine specified
in paragraph (h)(1) of this section with pelagic |ongline gear on
board, it is a rebuttable presunption that fish on board such
vessel were taken with pelagic longline gear in the closed area.

8 622.36 Seasonal harvest limtations.

(a) alf EEZ. During March, April, and May, each year, the
possession of greater anberjack in or fromthe Gulf EEZ and in
the Gulf on board a vessel for which a conmercial permt for Gulf
reef fish has been issued, as required under 8 622.4(a)(2)(v),
wi t hout regard to where such greater anberjack were harvested, is
limted to the bag and possession limts, as specified in 8§
622.39(b) (1) (i) and (b)(2), respectively, and such greater
anberjack are subject to the prohibition on sale or purchase of
greater anberjack possessed under the bag Iimt, as specified in
§ 622.45(c)(1).
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(b) South Atlantic EEZ--(1) G eater anberjack spawni ng
season. During April, each year, the possession of greater
anberjack in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ and in the South
Atl antic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal comrercia
or charter vessel/headboat permt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued, without regard to where such greater
anberjack were harvested, is limted to one per person per day or
one per person per trip, whichever is nore restrictive. Such
greater anberjack are subject to the prohibition on sale or
purchase, as specified in § 622.45(d)(6).

(2) Mutton snapper spawni ng season. During May and June,
each year, the possession of nmutton snapper in or fromthe EEZ on
board a vessel that has a commercial permt for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper is limted to 10 per person per day or 10 per
person per trip, whichever is nore restrictive.

(3) Weckfish spawni ng-season closure. From January 15
t hrough April 15, each year, no person nay harvest or possess on
a fishing vessel weckfish in or fromthe EEZ;, offload w eckfish
fromthe EEZ, or sell or purchase weckfish in or fromthe EEZ
The prohibition on sale or purchase of weckfish does not apply
to trade in weckfish that were harvested, offloaded, and sold or
purchased prior to January 15 and were held in cold storage by a
deal er or processor.

(4) Black grouper and gag. During March and April, each
year, the possession of black grouper and gag in or fromthe
South Atlantic EEZ and in the South Atlantic on board a vessel
for which a valid Federal commrercial or charter vessel/headboat
permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued,
wi t hout regard to where such bl ack grouper or gag were harvest ed,
islimted to two bl ack grouper or gag, conbined, per person per
day or two bl ack grouper or gag, conbined, per person per trip,
whi chever is nore restrictive. Such black grouper or gag are
subject to the prohibition on sale or purchase, as specified in §
622.45(d) (5).

(5) Red porgy. During January, February, March, and April,
each year, the harvest or possession of red porgy in or fromthe
South Atlantic EEZ, and in the South Atlantic on board a vesse
for which a valid Federal commrercial or charter vessel/headboat
permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued wthout
regard to where such red porgy were harvested, is limted to one
per person per day or one per person per trip, whichever is nore
restrictive. Such red porgy are subject to the prohibition on
sal e or purchase, as specified in 8 622.45(d)(5).

§ 622.37 Size |limts.

All size limts in this section are mnimumsize limts
unl ess specified otherw se. Except for undersized king and
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Spani sh mackerel allowed in paragraphs (c)(2) and (c)(3) of this
section, a fish not in conpliance with its size limt, as
specified in this section, in or fromthe Caribbean, @il f, South
Atl antic, and/or Md-Atlantic EEZ, as appropriate, may not be
possessed, sold, or purchased. A fish not in conpliance with its
size limt must be released inmediately with a m ni nrum of harm
The operator of a vessel that fishes in the EEZ is responsible
for ensuring that fish on board are in conpliance with the size
l[imts specified in this section.

(a) Caribbean reef fish: Yellowail snapper--12 inches
(30.5 cm, TL.

(b) Caribbean spiny |obster--3.5 inches (8.9 cm, carapace
| engt h.

(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. (1) Cobia in the Qulf,
Md-Atlantic, or South Atlantic--33 inches (83.8 cm, fork
| engt h.

(2) King nmackerel in the Gulf, South Atlantic, or Md-
Atlantic--24 inches (61.0 cm, fork length, except that a vessel
fishing under a quota for king nmackerel specified in §
622.42(c) (1) may possess undersized king mackerel in quantities
not exceeding 5 percent, by weight, of the king mackerel on
boar d.

(3) Spanish mackerel in the Gulf, South Atlantic, or M d-
Atlantic--12 inches (30.5 cm, fork length, except that a vessel
fishing under a quota for Spani sh mackerel specified in §
622.42(c)(2) may possess undersized Spani sh nmackerel in
guantities not exceeding 5 percent, by weight, of the Spanish
mackerel on board.

(d) @ulf reef fish--(1) Snapper. (i) Lane snapper--8 inches
(20.3 cm, TL.

(i) Vermllion snapper--10 inches (25.4 cnm, TL.

(iii) Cubera, dog, gray, nmahogany, and yellowail snappers
and school master--12 inches (30.5 cm, TL.

(1v) Red snapper--16 inches (40.6 cm, TL, for a fish taken
by a person subject to the bag limt specified in §
622.39(b)(1)(iii) and 15 inches (38.1 cm, TL, for a fish taken
by a person not subject to the bag limt.

(v) Mutton snapper--16 inches (40.6 cm, TL.

(2) Gouper. (i) Scanp--16 inches (40.6 cm, TL.

(ii) Red grouper and yell owfin grouper--20 inches (50.8 cnm,

TL.

(iii1) Black grouper and gag--(A) For a person not subject to
the bag imt specified in 8§ 622.39(b)(1)(ii)--24 inches (61.0
cm, TL.

(B) For a person subject to the bag limt specified in §
622.39(b)(1)(ii)--22 inches (55.9 cn), TL.

(3) Gher Gulf reef fish species. (i) Gay triggerfish--12
inches (30.5 cm, TL.
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(1i1) Hogfish--12 inches (30.5 cn), fork |ength.

(ii11) Banded rudderfish and | esser anberjack--14 inches
(35.6 cnm), fork length (mninmmsize); 22 inches (55.9 cm, fork
[ ength (maxi mum si ze).

(iv) Geater anberjack--28 inches (71.1 cm, fork length
for a fish taken by a person subject to the bag limt specified
in 8 622.39(b)(1)(i) and 36 inches (91.4 cnm), fork length, for a
fish taken by a person not subject to the bag limt.

(e) South Atlantic snapper-grouper--(1) Snapper. (i) Lane
snapper--8 inches (20.3 cn), TL.

(i1i1) Vermlion snapper--11 inches (27.9 cm, TL, for a fish
taken by a person subject to the bag limt specified in 8§ 622.39
(d)(1)(v) and 12 inches (30.5 cn), TL, for a fish taken by a
person not subject to the bag limt.

(iii) Blackfin, cubera, dog, gray, nmahogany, queen, silKk,
and yell ow ail snappers; and school master--12 inches (30.5 cm,
TL.

(iv) Mutton snapper--16 inches (40.6 cn), TL.

(v) Red snapper--20 inches (50.8 cm, TL.

(2) Gouper. (i) Red, yellowfin, and yell owout h grouper;
and scanp--20 inches (50.8 cm, TL.

(ii1) Black grouper and gag--24 inches (61.0 cm, TL.

(3) G her snapper-grouper species. (i) Black sea bass--10
inches (25.4 cm), TL.

(1i) Gay triggerfish in the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida-
-12 inches (30.5 cnm, TL.

(ii1) Hogfish--12 inches (30.5 cm, fork |ength.

(1v) Red porgy--14 inches (35.6 cm, TL.

(v) Geater anberjack--28 inches (71.1 cnm), fork length, for
a fish taken by a person subject to the bag limt specified in 8
622.39(d)(1)(i) and 36 inches (91.4 cm, fork length, for a fish
taken by a person not subject to the bag limt.

(f) @ulf shrinp. White shrinp harvested in the EEZ are
subj ect to the m ninmumsize |anding and possession limts of
Loui si ana when possessed within the jurisdiction of that State.

(g) Caribbean queen conch--9 inches (22.9 cm in |ength,
that is, fromthe tip of the spire to the distal end of the
shell, and 3/8 inch (9.5 nm inlip width at its widest point. A
gueen conch with a length of at least 9 inches (22.9 cn) or alip
width of at least 3/8 inch (9.5 mm) is not undersized.

(h) Dolphin in the Atlantic off Florida and off Georgia--20
i nches (50.8 cnm), fork |ength.

§ 622.38 Landing fish intact.

The operator of a vessel that fishes in the EEZ is
responsi bl e for ensuring that fish on that vessel in the EEZ are
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mai ntai ned intact and, if taken fromthe EEZ, are nuintained
intact through offl oading ashore, as specified in this section.

(a) The follow ng nust be nmaintained with head and fins
intact: Cobia, king mackerel, and Spani sh nmackerel in or from
the Gulf, Md-Atlantic, or South Atlantic EEZ, except as
specified for king mackerel in paragraph (g) of this section;
dol phin and wahoo in or fromthe Atlantic EEZ;, South Atlantic
snapper-grouper in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, except as
specified in paragraph (h) of this section; yellowail snapper in
or fromthe Caribbean EEZ; and finfish in or fromthe Qulf EEZ,
except as specified in paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section.
Such fish may be eviscerated, gilled, and scal ed, but nust
ot herwi se be maintained in a whole condition.

(b) A Caribbean spiny |obster in or fromthe Cari bbean EEZ
nmust be mai ntained with head and carapace intact.

(c) Shark, swordfish, and tuna species are exenpt fromthe
requi renents of paragraph (a) of this section.

(d) I'n the Gul f EEZ:

(1) Bait is exenpt fromthe requirenent to be maintai ned
with head and fins intact.

(1) For the purpose of this paragraph (d)(1), bait neans--

(A) Packaged, headless fish fillets that have the skin
attached and are frozen or refrigerated;

(B) Headless fish fillets that have the skin attached and
are held in brine; or

(C Small pieces no larger than 3 in: (7.6 cm) or strips no
| arger than 3 inches by 9 inches (7.6 cmby 22.9 cn) that have
the skin attached and are frozen, refrigerated, or held in brine.

(ii) Paragraph (d)(1)(i) of this section notw thstanding, a
finfish or part thereof possessed in or |landed fromthe GQulf EEZ
that is subsequently sold or purchased as a finfish species,
rather than as bait, is not bait.

(2) Legal -sized finfish possessed for consunption at sea on
t he harvesting vessel are exenpt fromthe requirenment to have
head and fins intact, provided--

(i) Such finfish do not exceed any applicable bag limt;

(i1) Such finfish do not exceed 1.5 Ib (680 g) of finfish
parts per person aboard; and

(iii) The vessel is equipped to cook such finfish on board.

(e) A golden crab in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ nust be
mai nt ai ned in whol e condition through |anding ashore. For the
pur poses of this paragraph, whole neans a crab that is in its
natural condition and that has not been gutted or separated into
conponent pieces, e.g., clusters.

(f) A Caribbean conch resource in or fromthe Cari bbean EEZ
must be nmaintained wth neat and shell intact.

(g) Cut-off (damaged) king or Spani sh nackerel that conply
wth the mnimumsize limts in 8 622.37(c)(2) and (c)(3),
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respectively, and the trip limts in 8 622.44(a) and (b),
respectively, may be possessed in the Gulf, Md-Atlantic, or
South Atlantic EEZ on, and offl oaded ashore from a vessel that
is operating under the respective trip limts. Such cut-off fish
al so may be sold. A maxi num of five additional cut-off (damaged)
ki ng mackerel, not subject to the size limts or trip limts, my
be possessed or offl oaded ashore but may not be sold or purchased
and are not counted against the trip limt.

(h) I'n the South Atlantic EEZ, snapper-grouper lawfully
harvested in Baham an waters are exenpt fromthe requirenment that
they be maintained with head and fins intact, provided valid
Baham an fishing and cruising permts are on board the vessel and
the vessel is in transit through the South Atlantic EEZ. For the
pur pose of this paragraph, a vessel is in transit through the
South Atlantic EEZ when it is on a direct and continuous course
t hrough the South Atlantic EEZ and no one aboard the vessel
fishes in the EEZ

8 622.39 Bag and possession linits.

(a) Applicability. (1) The bag and possession |limts apply
for species/species groups listed in this section in or fromthe
EEZ. Unless specified otherwise, bag limts apply to a person on
a daily basis, regardl ess of the nunber of trips in a day.

Unl ess specified otherw se, possession limts apply to a person
on atrip after the first 24 hours of that trip. The bag and
possession limts apply to a person who fishes in the EEZ in any
manner, except a person aboard a vessel in the EEZ that has on
board the commercial vessel permt required under 8 622.4(a)(2)
for the appropriate species/species group. However, see 8§ 622.32
for limtations on taking prohibited and |imted-harvest species.
The limtations in § 622.32 apply without regard to whether the
species is harvested by a vessel operating under a commerci al
vessel permt or by a person subject to the bag limts. The
possession of a conmmercial vessel permt notw thstanding, the bag
and possession limts apply when the vessel is operating as a
charter vessel or headboat. A person who fishes in the EEZ may
not conbine a bag limt specified in this section with a bag or
possession |inmt applicable to state waters. A speci es/species
group subject to a bag |imt specified in this section taken in
the EEZ by a person subject to the bag |imts may not be
transferred at sea, regardl ess of where such transfer takes

pl ace, and such fish may not be transferred in the EEZ. The
operator of a vessel that fishes in the EEZ is responsible for
ensuring that the bag and possession limts specified in this
section are not exceeded.

(2) Paragraph (a)(1l) of this section notw thstandi ng, bag
and possession limts also apply for Gulf reef fish in or from
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the EEZ to a person aboard a vessel that has on board a
commercial permt for Gulf reef fish--

(i) Wien trawl gear or entangling net gear is on board. A
vessel is considered to have trawl gear on board when trawl doors
and a net are on board. Renoval fromthe vessel of all traw
doors or all nets constitutes renoval of traw gear.

(ii1) When a longline or buoy gear is on board and the vessel
is fishing or has fished on a trip in the reef fish longline and
buoy gear restricted area specified in 8 622.34(c). A vessel is
considered to have a |longline on board when a power-operat ed
| ongline hauler, a cable of dianeter and |l ength suitable for use
in the longline fishery, and gangions are on board. Renoval of
any one of these three elenments, inits entirety, constitutes
renoval of a |ongline.

(ii1) For a species/species group when its quota has been
reached and cl osure has been effected.

(1v) Wen the vessel has on board or is tending any trap
other than a fish trap authorized under 8§ 622.40(a)(2), a stone
crab trap, or a spiny |obster trap.

(3) Paragraph (a)(1l) of this section notwthstanding, the
bag and other limts specified in 8 622.35(b) apply for South
Atl antic snapper-grouper in or fromthe EEZ to a person aboard a
vessel for which a conmercial permt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued that has on board a longline in the
| ongline cl osed area.

(4) Paragraph (a)(1l) of this section notw thstanding, a
person aboard a vessel for which a commercial permt for South
Atl antic snapper-grouper has been issued nust conply with the bag
[imts specified in paragraph (d)(1) of this section for South
Atl antic snapper-grouper taken with a powerhead, regardl ess of
wher e taken, when such snapper-grouper are possessed in an SMZ
specified in 8 622.35(e)(1)(xii) through (e)(1)(xviii) or
(e)(1)(xI) through (e)(1)(li).

(b) Gulf reef fish--(1) Bag linmts. (i) Geater anberjack--

1.

(i1) Goupers, conbined, excluding jewfish and Nassau
grouper--5 per person per day, but not to exceed 2 red grouper
per person per day or 1 speckled hind or 1 warsaw grouper per
vessel per day.

(ii11) Red snapper--4.

(iv) Snappers, conbined, excluding red, |lane, and vermlion
snapper --10.

(v) &ulf reef fish, conbined, excluding those specified in
par agraphs (b) (1) (i) through (b)(1)(iv) and paragraphs (b)(1)(vi)
t hrough (b)(1)(vii) of this section and excl uding dwarf sand
perch and sand perch--20.

(vi) Banded rudderfish and | esser anberjack, conbi ned--5.

(vii) Hogfish--5.
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(2) Possession limts. A person, or a vessel in the case of
speckl ed hind or Warsaw grouper, on a trip that spans nore than
24 hours may possess no nore than two daily bag limts, provided
such trip is on a vessel that is operating as a charter vessel or
headboat, the vessel has two |icensed operators aboard, and each
passenger is issued and has in possession a receipt issued on
behal f of the vessel that verifies the length of the trip.

(c) King and Spanish nmackerel--(1) Bag limts. (i) Atlantic
m gratory group king mackerel --

(A) Md-Atlantic and South Atlantic, other than off Florida-

- 3.

(B) Of Florida--2, which is the daily bag limt specified
by Florida for its waters (Rule 46-12.004(1), Florida
Adm nistrative Code). If Florida changes its limt, the bag
limt specified in this paragraph (c)(1)(i)(B) will be changed to
conformto Florida's limt, provided such limt does not exceed
5.

(i1i) @Qlf mgratory group king nackerel --2.

(ti1) Atlantic mgratory group Spani sh mackerel --15.

(iv) @Qulf mgratory group Spani sh mackerel --15.

(2) Possession limts. A person who is on a trip that spans
nore than 24 hours may possess no nore than two daily bag limts,
provi ded such trip is on a vessel that is operating as a charter
vessel or headboat, the vessel has two |icensed operators aboard,
and each passenger is issued and has in possession a receipt
i ssued on behalf of the vessel that verifies the |length of the
trinp.

(d) South Atlantic snapper-grouper--(1) Bag limts. (i)
G eater anberjack--1.

(1i) Goupers, conbined, excluding jewfish and Nassau
grouper, and tilefishes--5. However, within the 5-fish aggregate
bag limt, no nore than two fish nay be gag or black grouper,
conbi ned.

(ti1) Hogfish in the South Atlantic off Florida--5.

(1v) Snappers, conbined, excluding cubera snapper neasuring
30 inches (76.2 cm, TL, or larger, in the South Atlantic off
Fl orida, and excluding verm |ion snapper--10, of which no nore
than 2 may be red snapper. (See 8 622.32(c)(2) for limtations
on cubera snapper neasuring 30 inches (76.2 cnm), TL, or |arger,
in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ off Florida.)

(v) Verm|lion snapper--10.

(vi) Red porgy--1.

(vii) Black sea bass--20.

(viii) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, conbined, excluding
tomate and blue runner and those specified in paragraphs
(d) (1) (i) through (vii) of this section--20.
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(2) Possession limts. (i) Provided each passenger is
i ssued and has in possession a receipt issued on behalf of the
vessel that verifies the duration of the trip--

(A) A person aboard a charter vessel or headboat on a trip
that spans nore than 24 hours nmay possess no nore than two daily
bag limts of species other than red porgy.

(B) A person aboard a headboat on a trip that spans nore
t han 48 hours and who can docunent that fishing was conducted on
at |l east 3 days nmay possess no nore than three daily bag limts
of species other than red porgy.

(i1) A person aboard a vessel may not possess red porgy in
or fromthe EEZ in excess of one per day or one per trip,
whi chever is nmore restrictive.

(3) Longline bag limts. Oher provisions of this paragraph
(d) notwithstanding, a person on a trip aboard a vessel for which
the bag limts apply that has a longline on board is limted on
that trip to the bag imt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper for
which a bag limt is specified in paragraph (d)(1) of this
section, and to zero for all other South Atlantic snapper-
grouper. For the purpose of this paragraph (d)(3), a vessel is
considered to have a |longline on board when a power-operat ed
| ongline hauler, a cable or nonofilanent of dianeter and | ength
suitable for use in the longline fishery, and gangions are on
board. Renpval of any one of these three elenents constitutes
removal of a | ongline.

(e) Caribbean queen conch--(1) Applicability. Paragraph
(a)(1) of this section notwithstanding, the bag Iimt of
paragraph (e)(2) of this section does not apply to a fisherman
who has a valid comrercial fishing |icense issued by Puerto R co
or the U S. Virgin Islands. See 8§ 622.44 for the commerci al
daily trip limt.

(2) Bag limt. The bag Iimt for queen conch in or fromthe
Cari bbean EEZ is 3 per person or, if nore than 4 persons are
aboard, 12 per boat.

[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (f), is effective on and after
9/ 24/ 04. ]

(f) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bag and possession linits
are as follows:

(1) Dol phin--10, not to exceed 60 per vessel, whichever is
| ess, except, on board a headboat, 10 per paying passenger.

(2) Wahoo- - 2.

§ 622.40 Limtations on traps and pots.

(a) Tending--(1) Caribbean EEZ. A fish trap or Cari bbean
spiny lobster trap in the Cari bbean EEZ may be pulled or tended
only by a person (other than an authorized officer) aboard the
fish trap or spiny |obster trap owner's vessel, or aboard anot her
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vessel if such vessel has on board witten consent of the trap
owner, or if the trap owner is aboard and has docunentation
verifying his identification nunmber and col or code. An owner's
witten consent nust specify the tinme period such consent is
effective and the trap owner's gear identification nunber and
col or code.

(2) @ulf EEZ. A fish trap in the Gulf EEZ may be pulled or
tended only by a person (other than an authorized officer) aboard
the vessel with the fish trap endorsenent to fish such trap. |If
such vessel has a breakdown that prevents it fromretrieving its
traps, the owner or operator nust imrediately notify the nearest
NVFS O fice of Enforcenent and nust obtain authorization for
anot her vessel to retrieve and land its traps. The request for
such aut hori zation nmust include the requested effective period
for the retrieval and | anding, the persons and vessel to be
authorized to retrieve the traps, and the point of |anding of the
traps. Such authorization will be specific as to the effective
period, authorized persons and vessel, and point of |anding.

Such authorization is valid solely for the renoval of fish traps
fromthe EEZ and for harvest of fish incidental to such renoval

(3) South Atlantic EEZ. A sea bass pot or golden crab trap
in the South Atlantic EEZ may be pulled or tended only by a
person (other than an authorized officer) aboard the vessel
permtted to fish such pot or trap or aboard anot her vessel if
such vessel has on board witten consent of the owner or operator
of the vessel so permtted. For golden crab only, a vessel with
written consent on board nust al so possess a valid conmerci al
vessel permt for golden crab

(b) Escape nechanisns--(1) Caribbean EEZ. (i) A fish trap
used or possessed in the Cari bbean EEZ nust have a panel | ocated
on each of two sides of the trap, excluding the top, bottom and
side containing the trap entrance. The opening covered by a
panel rmnust neasure not |less than 8 by 8 inches (20.3 by 20.3 cn)
The nesh size of a panel may not be smaller than the nesh size of
the trap. A panel nust be attached to the trap with untreated
jute twine with a dianmeter not exceeding 1/8 inch (3.2 nm. An
access door may serve as one of the panels, provided it is on an
appropriate side, it is hinged only at its bottom its only other
fastening is untreated jute twine with a dianeter not exceeding
1/8 inch (3.2 my, and such fastening is at the top of the door
so that the door will fall open when such twi ne degrades. Jute
tw ne used to secure a panel may not be w apped or overl apped.

(ii) A spiny |obster trap used or possessed in the Caribbean
EEZ nmust contain on any vertical side or on the top a panel no
smaller in dianeter than the throat or entrance of the trap. The
panel nust be nmade of or attached to the trap by one of the
fol |l owi ng degradabl e nmateri al s:
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(A) Untreated fiber of biological origin wwth a dianeter not
exceeding 1/8 inch (3.2 mm). This includes, but is not limted
to tyre palm henp, jute, cotton, wool, or silk.

(B) Ungal vani zed or uncoated iron wire with a di anmeter not
exceeding 1/16 inch (1.6 nm, that is, 16 gauge wre.

(2) @ulf EEZ. A fish trap used or possessed in the Qulf EEZ
must have at | east two escape wi ndows on each of two sides,
excluding the bottom (a total of four escape wi ndows), that are 2
by 2 inches (5.1 by 5.1 cm or larger. |In addition, a fish trap
must have a panel or access door |ocated opposite each side of
the trap that has a funnel. The opening covered by each panel or
access door nust be 144 in> (929 cm) or |larger, with one
di mensi on of the area equal to or larger than the |argest
interior axis of the trap's throat (funnel) with no other
di mension less than 6 inches (15.2 cn). The hinges and fasteners
of each panel or access door nust be constructed of one of the
foll om ng degradable materi al s:

(i) Untreated jute string with a dianmeter not exceeding 3/16
inch (4.8 mm that is not wapped or overl apped.

(ii) Magnesiumalloy, tine float rel eases (pop-up devices)
or simlar magnesium all oy fasteners.

(3) South Atlantic EEZ. (i) A sea bass pot that is used or
possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19" N. |at.
(due east of Cape Hatteras Light, NC) and 28°35.1'" N lat. (due
east of the NASA Vehicle Assenbly Buil ding, Cape Canaveral, FL)
Is required to have--

(A) On at |east one side, excluding top and bottom a panel
or door with an opening equal to or larger than the interior end
of the trap's throat (funnel). The hinges and fasteners of each
panel or door nust be nade of one of the follow ng degradabl e
materi al s:

(1) Ungal vani zed or uncoated iron wire with a di anmeter not
exceeding 0.041 inches (1.0 mm, that is, 19 gauge wre.

(2) Glvanic timed-rel ease nechanisns with a letter grade
designation (degradability index) no higher than J.

(B) An unobstructed escape vent opening on at |east two
opposite vertical sides, excluding top and bottom The m ni num
di mrensi ons of an escape vent opening (based on inside
nmeasur enent) are:

(1) 1 1/8 by 5 3/4 inches (2.9 by 14.6 cn) for a rectangul ar

vent .

(2) 1.75 by 1.75 inches (4.5 by 4.5 cm) for a square vent.

(3) 2.0-inch (5.1-cm dianeter for a round vent.

(ii) A golden crab trap that is used or possessed in the
South Atlantic EEZ nust have at | east one escape gap or escape
ring on each of two opposite vertical sides. The m ninmm
al I owabl e i nsi de di nensions of an escape gap are 2.75 by 3.75
inches (7.0 by 9.5 cn); the mnimm al |l owabl e i nside di aneter of

95



an escape ring is 4.5 inches (11.4 cn). |In addition to the
escape gaps--

(A) A golden crab trap constructed of webbing nmust have an
opening (slit) at least 1 ft (30.5 cn) long that nmay be cl osed
(relaced) only with untreated cotton string no |arger than 3/16
inch (0.48 cm) in dianeter.

(B) A golden crab trap constructed of material other than
webbi ng nmust have an escape panel or door neasuring at |east 11
7/8 by 11 7/8 inches (30.2 by 30.2 cn), |ocated on at |east one
side, excluding top and bottom The hinges or fasteners of such
door or panel nust be made of either ungal vani zed or uncoated
iron wire no larger than 19 gauge (0.04 inch (1.0 nmm in
di aneter) or untreated cotton string no |arger than 3/16 inch
(4.8 mMm in dianeter.

(c) Construction requirenents and nmesh sizes--(1) Caribbean
EEZ. A bare-wire fish trap used or possessed in the EEZ that has
hexagonal mesh openi ngs nust have a m ni num nesh size of 1.5
inches (3.8 cm in the smallest dinension neasured between
centers of opposite strands. A bare-wire fish trap used or
possessed in the EEZ that has other than hexagonal nesh openings
or a fish trap of other than bare wire, such as coated wire or
pl astic, used or possessed in the EEZ, nust have a m ni mum nesh
size of 2.0 inches (5.1 cn) in the smallest di nension neasured
bet ween centers of opposite strands.

(2) lf EEZ. A fish trap used or possessed in the Gulf EEZ
must nmeet all of the follow ng nesh size requirenents (based on
centerline measurenments between opposite wires or netting
strands):

(i) Amnimmof 2 in (12.9 cm) opening for each mesh

(ii) One-inch (2.5-cm) mninmum |l ength for the shortest side.

(ii1) Mninmmdistance of 1 inch (2.5 cm) between paralle
si des of rectangul ar openings, and 1.5 inches (3.8 cm between
paral |l el sides of square openings and of nmesh openings with nore
than four sides.

(iv) One and nine-tenths inches (4.8 cm) m ninum di stance
for diagonal neasures of nesh.

(3) South Atlantic EEZ. (i) A sea bass pot used or
possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ nmust have nesh sizes as
foll ows (based on centerline nmeasurenents between opposite,
parallel wires or netting strands):

(A) Hexagonal nesh (chicken wire)--at least 1.5 inches (3.8
cm between the w apped sides;

(B) Square nmesh--at least 1.5 inches (3.8 cm between sides;

or
(© Rectangular nesh--at least 1 inch (2.5 cm between the
| onger sides and 2 inches (5.1 cm) between the shorter sides.
(ii) A golden crab trap depl oyed or possessed in the South
Atlantic EEZ may not exceed 64 ft: (1.8 m) in volune in the
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northern zone or 48 fts (1.4 m) in volunme in the mddle and
sout hern zones. See 8§ 622.17(b) for specification of the gol den
crab zones.

(d) Area-specific restrictions--(1) Qulf EEZ. In the Qulf
EEZ, a fish trap may be pulled or tended only fromofficial
sunrise to official sunset. The operator of a vessel from which
a fish trap is deployed in the Gulf EEZ nmust retrieve all the
vessel's fish traps and return themto port on each trip. A fish
trap that is not returned to port on a trip, and its attached
| ine and buoy, nmay be disposed of in any appropriate nanner by
the Assistant Adm nistrator or an authorized officer. The owner
of such trap and/or the operator of the responsible vessel is
subject to appropriate civil penalties. A buoy that floats on
the surface nust be attached to each fish trap, or to each end
trap of traps that are connected by a |line, used in the GQulf EEZ
The maxi num al | owabl e size for a fish trap fished in the Gulf EEZ
shoreward of the 50-fathom (91.4-m isobath is 33 ft* (0.9 m) in
volune. Fish trap volume is determ ned by neasuring the externa
di rensions of the trap, and includes both the encl osed hol di ng
capacity of the trap and the volune of the funnel(s) wthin those
di nrensions. There is no size limtation for fish traps fished
seaward of the 50-fathom (91.4-m isobath. The maxi num nunber of
traps that nay be assigned to, possessed, or fished in the Qulf
EEZ by a vessel is 100.

(2) South Atlantic EEZ. (i) In the South Atlantic EEZ, sea
bass pots may not be used or possessed in nultiple
configurations, that is, two or nore pots may not be attached one
to another so that their overall dinensions exceed those all owed
for an individual sea bass pot. This does not preclude
connecting individual pots to a line, such as a "trawl" or trot
l'i ne.

(ii1) Rope is the only material allowed to be used for a buoy
line or mainline attached to a golden crab trap, except that wire
cable is allowed for a nmainline through Decenber 31, 2002.

8§ 622.41 Species specific limtations.

(a) Aquacultured live rock. In the Gulf or South Atlantic
EEZ:

(1) Aquacultured live rock may be harvested only under a
permt, as required under 8 622.4(a)(3)(iii), and aquacultured
live rock on a site nay be harvested only by the person, or his
or her enployee, contractor, or agent, who has been issued the
aquacultured live rock permt for the site. A person harvesting
aquacul tured live rock is exenpt fromthe prohibition on taking
prohi bited coral for such prohibited coral as attaches to
aquacul tured |ive rock.
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(2) The following restrictions apply to individual
aquacul ture activities:

(i) No aquaculture site may exceed 1 acre (0.4 ha) in size.

(ii) Material deposited on the aquaculture site--

(A) May not be placed over naturally occurring reef
outcrops, |linestone | edges, coral reefs, or vegetated areas.

(B) Must be free of contam nants.

(© Must be nontoxic.

(D) Must be placed on the site by hand or |owered conpletely
to the bottomunder restraint, that is, not allowed to fal
freely.

(E) Must be placed froma vessel that is anchored.

(F) I'n the Gulf EEZ, nust be distinguishable, geologically
or otherwi se (for exanple, be indelibly nmarked or tagged), from
the naturally occurring substrate.

(G Inthe South Atlantic EEZ, nust be geologically
di stingui shable fromthe naturally occurring substrate and, in
addi tion, may be indelibly nmarked or tagged.

(iiti) A mnimmsetback of at |least 50 ft (15.2 m nust be
mai nt ai ned from natural vegetated or hard bottom habitats.

(3) Mechanically dredging or drilling, or otherw se
di sturbi ng, aquacultured |live rock is prohibited, and
aquacul tured live rock may be harvested only by hand. In
addition, the followng activities are prohibited in the South
Atl antic: Chipping of aquacultured live rock in the EEZ,
possessi on of chi pped aquacultured live rock in or fromthe EEZ,
removal of allowabl e octocoral or prohibited coral from
aquacul tured live rock in or fromthe EEZ, and possession of
prohi bited coral not attached to aquacultured Iive rock or
al | owabl e octocoral, while aquacultured live rock is in
possession. See the definition of "All owabl e octocoral™ for
clarification of the distinction between all owabl e octocoral and
live rock. For the purposes of this paragraph (a)(3), chipping
means breaking up reefs, |edges, or rocks into fragnents, usually
by neans of a chisel and hanmer.

(4) Not less than 24 hours prior to harvest of aquacul tured
live rock, the owner or operator of the harvesting vessel nust
provide the followng information to the NMFS Law Enf or cenent
O fice, Southeast Area, St. Petersburg, FL, tel ephone (727) 570-
5344:

(1) Permt nunmber of site to be harvested and date of
har vest .

(i1) Nanme and official nunber of the vessel to be used in
har vesti ng.

(1i1) Date, port, and facility at which aquacultured |ive
rock will be |anded.

(b) Caribbean reef fish. A marine aquariumfish may be
harvested in the Cari bbean EEZ only by a hand-held dip net or by
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a hand-held slurp gun. For the purposes of this paragraph, a
hand-held slurp gun is a device that rapidly draws seawater
containing fish into a self-contai ned chanber, and a mari ne
aquariumfish is a Caribbean reef fish that is smaller than 5.5
inches (14.0 cm, TL.

(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish--(1) Authorized gear.

Subj ect to the prohibitions on gear/nethods specified in 8
622.31, the following are the only fishing gears that may be used
inthe Gulf, Md-Atlantic, and South Atlantic EEZ in directed
fisheries for coastal mgratory pelagic fish:

(1) King nackerel, Atlantic mgratory group--

(A) North of 34°37.3" N lat., the latitude of Cape Lookout
Light, NC--all gear except drift gillnet and long gillnet.

(B) South of 34°37.3" N lat.--automatic reel, bandit gear,
handl i ne, and rod and reel.

(1i) King mackerel, @ulf mgratory group--hook-and-Iine gear
and, in the southern Florida west coast subzone only, run-around
gillnet. (See 8§ 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(3) for a description of the
sout hern Fl orida west coast subzone.)

(ii1) Spanish mackerel, Atlantic mgratory group--automatic
reel, bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, cast net, run-around
gillnet, and stab net.

(1v) Spanish mackerel, Gulf mgratory group--all gear except
drift gillnet, long gillnet, and purse seine.

(v) Cobia in the Md-Atlantic and South Atlantic EEZ and
l[ittle tunny in the South Atlantic EEZ south of 34°37.3" N lat.-
-automatic reel, bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, and pelagic
| ongl i ne.

(vi) Cero in the South Atlantic EEZ and little tunny in the
South Atlantic EEZ north of 34°37.3" N lat.--all gear except
drift gillnet and long gillnet.

(vii) Bluefish, cero, cobia, dolphin, and little tunny in
the GQulf EEZ--all gear except drift gillnet and long gill net.

(2) Unauthorized gear. Gear types other than those
specified in paragraph (c)(1) of this section are unauthorized
gear and the follow ng possession limtations apply:

(i) Long gillnets. A vessel with a long gillnet on board
in, or that has fished on a trip in, the Gulf, Md-Atlantic, or
South Atlantic EEZ may not have on board on that trip a coastal
m gratory pelagic fish.

(ii) Drift gillnets. A vessel with a drift gillnet on board
in, or that has fished on a trip in, the Gulf EEZ may not have on
board on that trip a coastal mgratory pelagic fish

(iii) O her unauthorized gear. Except as specified in
paragraph (c)(2)(iv) of this section, a person aboard a vessel
wi th unaut hori zed gear other than a drift gillnet in the GQulf EEZ
or along gillnet on board in, or that has fished in, the EEZ
where such gear is not authorized in paragraph (c)(1) of this
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section, is subject to the bag limt for king and Spani sh
mackerel specified in 8 622.39(c)(1)(ii) and to the limt on
cobia specified in 8§ 622.32(c)(1).

(iv) Exception for king nmackerel in the Gulf EEZ.  The
provi sions of this paragraph (c)(2)(iv) apply to king macker el
taken in the Gulf EEZ and to such king mackerel possessed in the
@ul f. Paragraph (c)(2)(iii) of this section notw thstanding, a
person aboard a vessel that has a valid commercial permt for
ki ng mackerel is not subject to the bag Iimt for king mackerel
when the vessel has on board on a trip unauthorized gear other
than a drift gillnet in the Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a
run-around gillnet in an area other than the southern Florida
west coast subzone. Thus, the follow ng applies to a vessel that
has a commercial permt for king mackerel

(A) Such vessel may not use unauthorized gear in a directed
fishery for king mackerel in the Gulf EEZ.

(B) If such a vessel has a drift gillnet or a long gillnet
on board or a run-around gillnet in an area other than the
sout hern Fl ori da west coast subzone, no king mackerel my be
possessed.

(© If such a vessel has unauthorized gear on board ot her
than a drift gillnet in the Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a
run-around gillnet in an area other than the southern Florida
west coast subzone, the possession of king mackerel taken
incidentally is restricted only by the closure provisions of 8§
622.43(a)(3) and the trip limts specified in 8 622.44(a). See
al so paragraph (c)(4) of this section regarding the purse seine
i ncidental catch allowance of king mackerel.

(3) Gllnets--(i) King mackerel. The m ni num al |l owabl e nesh
size for a gillnet used to fish in the Gulf, Md-Atlantic, or
South Atlantic EEZ for king mackerel is 4.75 inches (12.1 cm,
stretched nesh. A vessel in such EEZ, or having fished on a trip
in such EEZ, with a gillnet on board that has a nmesh size | ess
than 4.75 (12.1 cnm) inches, stretched nesh, may not possess on
that trip an incidental catch of king mackerel that exceeds 10
percent, by nunber, of the total lawfully possessed Spani sh
mackerel on board.

(ii) Spanish mackerel. (A The m nimum al | owabl e nmesh si ze
for a gillnet used to fish for Spanish mackerel in the &Gulf, Md-
Atlantic, or South Atlantic EEZ is 3.5 inches (8.9 cn), stretched
nmesh.

(1) A vessel inthe aulf EEZ, or having fished on a trip in
the Gulf EEZ, with a gillnet on board that has a nmesh size |ess
than 3.5 inches (8.9 cm, stretched nesh, may not possess on that
trip any Spani sh mackerel .

(2) A vessel in the South Atlantic or Md-Atlantic EEZ, or
having fished on a trip in such EEZ, with a gillnet on board that
has a nmesh size less than 3.5 inches (8.9 cm, stretched nesh,
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may possess or land on the day of that trip no nore than 500 | b
(227 kg) of incidentally caught Spanish mackerel.

(B) On board a vessel with a valid Spani sh mackerel permt
that is fishing for Spanish mackerel in, or that possesses
Spani sh mackerel in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida
north of 25°20.4'" N. lat., which is aline directly east fromthe
M am - Dade/ Monroe County, FL, boundary- -

(1) No person nay fish with, set, place in the water, or
have on board a gillnet with a float Iine |onger than 800 yd (732

(2) No person may fish with, set, or place in the water nore
than one gillnet at any one tine.

(3) No nore than two gillnets, including any net in use, may
be possessed at any one tinme; provided, however, that if two
gillnets, including any net in use, are possessed at any one
time, they must have stretched nesh sizes (as all owed under the
regul ations) that differ by at least .25 inch (.64 cm

(4) No person may soak a gillnet for nmore than 1 hour. The
soak period begins when the first nmesh is placed in the water and
ends either when the first nesh is retrieved back on board the
vessel or the gathering of the gillnet is begun to facilitate
retrieval on board the vessel, whichever occurs first; providing
that, once the first nesh is retrieved or the gathering is begun,
the retrieval is continuous until the gillnet is conpletely
renoved fromthe water.

(5 The float line of each gillnet possessed, including any
net in use, nmust have the distinctive floats specified in §

622. 6(b) (2).

(4) Purse seine incidental catch allowance. A vessel in the
EEZ, or having fished in the EEZ, with a purse seine on board
wi Il not be considered as fishing, or having fished, for king or
Spani sh mackerel in violation of a prohibition of purse seines
under paragraph (c)(2) of this section, in violation of the
possession limts under paragraph (c)(2)(iii) of this section,
or, in the case of king mackerel fromthe Atlantic mgratory
group, in violation of a closure effected in accordance with §
622.43(a), provided the king nmackerel on board does not exceed 1
percent, or the Spanish nackerel on board does not exceed 10

percent, of all fish on board the vessel. Incidental catch wll
be cal cul ated by nunber and/or weight of fish. Neither
cal cul ati on nay exceed the all owabl e percentage. Incidentally

caught king or Spani sh nmackerel are counted toward the quotas
provided for under § 622.42(c) and are subject to the prohibition
of sale under 8§ 622.43(a)(3)(iii).

(d) South Atlantic snapper-grouper--(1) Authorized gear.
Subject to the gear restrictions specified in 8 622.31, the
followng are the only gear types authorized in a directed
fishery for snapper-grouper in the South Atlantic EEZ: Bandit
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gear, bottom |l ongline, buoy gear, handline, rod and reel, sea
bass pot, and spearfishing gear.

(2) Unauthorized gear. Al gear types other than those
specified in paragraph (d)(1) of this section are unauthorized
gear and the follow ng possession and transfer limtations apply.

(1) Avessel with traw gear on board that fishes in the EEZ
on atrip my possess no nore than 200 Ib (90.7 kg) of South
Atl antic snapper-grouper, excluding weckfish, in or fromthe EEZ
on that trip. It is a rebuttable presunption that a vessel with
nore than 200 I b (90.7 kg) of South Atlantic snapper-grouper,
excl udi ng wreckfish, on board harvested such fish in the EEZ.

(1i1) Except as specified in paragraphs (d)(3) through (d)(5)
of this section, a person aboard a vessel w th unauthorized gear
on board, other than traw gear, that fishes in the EEZ on a trip
islimted on that trip to:

(A) South Atlantic snapper-grouper species for which a bag
[imt is specified in 8 622.39(d)(1)--the bag limt.

(B) All other South Atlantic snapper-grouper--zero.

(i) South Atlantic snapper-grouper on board a vessel with
unaut hori zed gear on board may not be transferred at sea,
regardl ess of where such transfer takes place, and such snapper-
grouper may not be transferred in the EEZ

(1v) No vessel may receive at sea any South Atlantic
snapper-grouper froma vessel wi th unauthorized gear on board, as
specified in paragraph (d)(2)(iii) of this section.

(3) Possession all owance regarding sink nets off North
Carolina. A vessel that has on board a commercial permt for
South Atl antic snapper-grouper, excluding weckfish, that fishes
in the EEZ off North Carolina with a sink net on board, may
retain, without regard to the limts specified in paragraph
(d)(2)(ii) of this section, otherwise |egal South Atlantic
snapper - grouper taken with bandit gear, buoy gear, handline, rod
and reel, or sea bass pot. For the purpose of this paragraph
(d)(3), a sink net is a gillnet with stretched mesh nmeasurenents
of 3to 4.75 inches (7.6 to 12.1 cm that is attached to the
vessel when depl oyed.

(4) Possession allowance regarding bait nets. A vessel that
has on board a commercial permt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper, excluding weckfish, that fishes in the South Atlantic
EEZ with no nore than one bait net on board, may retain, wthout
regard to the limts specified in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this
section, otherw se |egal South Atlantic snapper-grouper taken
wi th bandit gear, buoy gear, handline, rod and reel, or sea bass
pot. For the purpose of this paragraph (d)(4), a bait net is a
gil I net not exceeding 50 ft (15.2 n) in length or 10 ft (3.1 m
i n height with stretched nmesh neasurenents of 1.5 inches (3.8 cn
or smaller that is attached to the vessel when depl oyed.
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(5) Possession allowance regarding cast nets. A vessel that
has on board a commercial permt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper, excluding weckfish, that fishes in the South Atlantic
EEZ with a cast net on board, may retain, without regard to the
limts specified in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this section,
ot herwi se | egal South Atlantic snapper-grouper taken with bandit
gear, buoy gear, handline, rod and reel, or sea bass pot. For
t he purpose of this paragraph (d)(5), a cast net is a cone-shaped
net thrown by hand and designed to spread out and capture fish as
t he wei ghted circunference sinks to the bottom and cones together
when pulled by a line.

(6) Longline species Iimtation. A vessel that has on board
a valid Federal commercial permt for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper, excluding weckfish, that fishes in the EEZ on a trip
with a longline on board, may possess only the foll ow ng South
Atlantic snapper-grouper: sSnowy grouper, warsaw grouper,
yel | onedge grouper, m sty grouper, golden tilefish, blueline
tilefish, and sand tilefish. For the purpose of this paragraph,
a vessel is considered to have a | ongline on board when a power -
operated longline hauler, a cable of dianeter suitable for use in
the longline fishery on any reel, and gangi ons are on board.
Renoval of any one of these three el enents constitutes renoval of
a longline.

(e) South Atlantic golden crab. Traps are the only fishing
gear authorized in directed fishing for golden crab in the South
Atlantic EEZ. Golden crab in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ may
not be retained on board a vessel possessing or using
unaut hori zed gear.

(f) Caribbean queen conch. In the Caribbean EEZ, no person
may harvest queen conch by diving while using a device that
provides a continuous air supply fromthe surface.

(g) Penaeid shrinp in the South Atlantic--(1) BRD
requi renent. Except as exenpted in paragraph (g)(3)(ii) of this
section, on a penaeid shrinp trawler in the South Atlantic EEZ,
each trawl net that is rigged for fishing and has a nesh size
| ess than 2.50 inches (6.35 cm, as neasured between the centers
of opposite knots when pulled taut, and each try net that is
rigged for fishing and has a headrope |l ength |longer than 16.0 ft
(4.9 m, nust have a certified BRD installed. A traw net, or
try net, is rigged for fishing if it is in the water, or if it is
shackl ed, tied, or otherw se connected to a sled, door, or other
device that spreads the net, or to a tow rope, cable, pole, or
extension, either on board or attached to a shrinp traw er.

(2) Certified BRDs. The following BRDs are certified for
use by penaeid shrinp trawlers in the South Atlantic EEZ
Specifications of these certified BRDs are contained in Appendi x
D of this part.

(1) Extended funnel.
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(1i1) Expanded nesh.

(ii11) Fisheye.

(3) Certification of BRDs--(i) A person who seeks to have a
BRD certified for use in the South Atlantic EEZ nust submt an
application to test such BRD, conduct the testing, and subnmt to
the RA the results of the test conducted and recorded in
accordance with the Testing Protocol for BRD Certification, which
along with forns and procedures, is included in the Bycatch
Reducti on Device Testing Protocol Manual which is available from
the SAFMC, One Southpark Circle, Suite 306, Charleston, SC
29407-4699, and fromthe RA. A BRD that neets the certification
criterion, as determ ned under the Testing Protocol for BRD
Certification, will be added to the list of certified BRDs in
par agraph (g)(2) of this section.

(ii) A penaeid shrinp trawler that is authorized to test a
BRD in the EEZ for possible certification, has such witten
aut hori zation on board, and is conducting such test in accordance
with the Testing Protocol for BRD Certification is granted a
limted exenption fromthe BRD requirenent specified in paragraph
(g)(1) of this section. The exenption fromthe BRD requirenent
islimted to those trawls that are being used in the
certification trials. Al other traws rigged for fishing nust
be equi pped with certified BRDs.

(h) Shrinp in the Gulf--(1) BRD requirenment. (i) West of
85°30" W long.. On a shrinp trawer in the Gulf EEZ west of
85°30" W long. and shoreward of the 100-fathom (183-n) depth
contour, each net that is rigged for fishing nust have a
certified BRD |l isted in paragraph (h)(2)(i) of this section
install ed, unless exenpted as specified in paragraphs (h)(21)(iii)
t hrough (v) or paragraph (h)(3)(iii) of this section.

(ii) East of 85°30" W long.. On a shrinp trawler in the
Qul f EEZ east of 85°30" W long., each net that is rigged for
fishing nust have a certified BRD listed in paragraph (h)(2)(ii)
of this section installed, unless exenpted as specified in
par agraphs (h)(1)(iii) through (v) or paragraph (h)(3)(iii) of
this section.

(iii) Ashrinmp trawer is exenpt fromthe requirenment to
have a certified BRD installed in each net provided that at | east
90 percent (by weight) of all shrinp on board or offl oaded from
such trawl er are royal red shrinp.

(tv) Ashrinp trawer is exenpt fromthe requirenment to have
a BRD installed in a single try net with a headrope |l ength of 16
ft (4.9 m or less provided the single try net is either pulled
i medi ately in front of another net or is not connected to
anot her net.

(v) Ashrinp trawler is exenpt fromthe requirenment to have
a certified BRDinstalled in up to two rigid-frame roller traw s
that are 16 ft (4.9 nm) or less in length used or possessed on
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board. A rigid-frane roller traw is a trawl that has a nouth
formed by a rigid frame and a grid of rigid vertical bars; has
rollers on the | ower horizontal part of the frane to allow the
trawl to roll over the bottom and any obstruction while being
towed; and has no doors, boards, or simlar devices attached to
keep the nouth of the trawl open.

(vi) Atraw net is rigged for fishing if it is in the
water, or if it is shackled, tied, or otherw se connected to a
sl ed, door, or other device that spreads the net, or to a tow
rope, cable, pole, or extension, either on board or attached to a
shrinp trawl er.

(2) Certified BRDs. The following BRDs are certified for
use by shrinp trawers in the respective areas of the Gulf EEZ
specified in paragraphs (h)(2)(i) and (ii) of this section.
Specifications of these certified BRDs are contained in Appendi x
Dto this part.

(i) West of 85°30" W long..

(A) Fisheye.

(B) @ulf fisheye.

(C Jones-Davis.

(ii) East of 85°30" W long..

(A) Fisheye.

(B) «aulf fisheye.

(© Jones-Davis.

(D) Extended funnel.

(E) Expanded nesh

(3) Procedures for certification of additional BRDs. The
process for the certification of additional BRDs consists of two
phases--an optional pre-certification phase and a required
certification phase.

(i) Pre-certification. The pre-certification phase allows a
person to test and evaluate a new BRD design for up to 60 days
wi t hout bei ng subject to the observer requirenments and ri gorous
testing requirenments specified for certification testing in the
@Qul f O Mexico Bycatch Reduction Device Testing Protocol Mnual.

(A) A person who wants to conduct pre-certification phase
testing nust submit an application, as specified in the Gulf O
Mexi co Bycatch Reduction Device Testing Protocol Mnual, to the
RA. The @Qulf O Mexico Bycatch Reduction Device Testing Protocol
Manual , which is available fromthe RA, upon request, contains
the application forns.

(B) After review ng the application, the RAw |l determ ne
whether to issue a letter of authorization (LOA) to conduct pre-
certification trials upon the vessel specified in the
application. The RAw Il issue a pre-certification phase LOA if
the BRD design is substantially unlike any BRD design previously
determ ned not to neet the BRD certification criterion or, if the
design is substantially simlar to a BRD design previously
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determ ned not to neet the BRD certification criteria, and the
application denonstrates that the design could neet the
certification criterion through design revision or upon retesting
(e.g., the application shows that statistical results could be

i mproved upon retesting by such things as using a |arger sanple
size than that previously used). |If the RA authorizes pre-
certification, the RA's letter of authorization nust be on board
the vessel during any trip involving the BRD testing.

(i1) Certification. A person who proposes a BRD for
certification for use in the @Gulf EEZ nust submt an application
to test such BRD, conduct the testing, and submt the results of
the test in accordance with the Gulf O Mexico Bycatch Reduction
Device Testing Protocol Manual. The RAw Il issue a LOAto
conduct certification trials upon the vessel specified in the
application if the RAfinds that: The test plan neets the
requi renents of the protocol; the observer identified in the
application is qualified and has no current or prior financial
relationship with the entity seeking BRD certification; the
application presents a BRD candi date substantially unlike BRDs
previously determ ned not to neet the current bycatch reduction
criterion, or the applicant has shown good cause for
reconsi deration (such as the |ikelihood of inproved statistical
results yielded froma |arger sanple size than that previously
used); and for BRDs not previously tested for certification, the
results of any pre-certification trials conducted have been
revi ewed and deened to indicate a reasonable scientific basis for
conducting certification testing. |f authorization to conduct
certification trials is denied, the RAwWIIl provide a letter of
explanation to the applicant, together with rel evant
recommendations to address the deficiencies resulting in the
denial. |If a BRD neets the certification criterion, as
determ ned under the testing protocol, NMFS w Il publish a notice
in the Federal Register adding the BRD to the list of certified
BRDs in paragraph (h)(2) of this section providing the
specifications for the newy certified BRD, including any speci al
condi ti ons deened appropriate based on the certification testing
results.

(ti1) Ashrinp trawler that is authorized to participate in
the pre-certification phase or to test a BRD in the EEZ for
possi bl e certification has such witten authorization on board
and i s conducting such test in accordance with the Gulf O Mexico
Bycat ch Reduction Device Testing Protocol Mnual is granted a
limted exenption fromthe BRD requirenent specified in paragraph
(h)(1) of this section. The exenption fromthe BRD requirenent
islimted to those traws that are being used in the
certification trials. Al other trawls rigged for fishing nust
be equi pped with certified BRDs.
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(i) Qulf reef fish exhibiting trap rash. @ulf reef fish in
or fromthe GQulf EEZ that exhibit trap rash may be possessed on
board a vessel only if that vessel has a valid fish trap
endorsenent, as required under 8 622.4(a)(2)(i), on board.
Possessi on of such fish on board a vessel without a valid fish
trap endorsenent is prinma facie evidence of illegal trap use and
is prohibited. For the purpose of this paragraph, trap rash is
defined as physical damage to fish that characteristically
results fromcontact with wire fish traps. Such danage i ncl udes,
but is not limted to, broken fin spines, fin rays, or teeth;
visual ly obvious | oss of scales; and cuts or abrasions on the
body of the fish, particularly on the head, snout, or nouth.

(j) Rock shrinp in the South Atlantic off Georgia and
Florida. The m nimum nesh size for the cod end of a rock shrinp
trawl net in the South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia and Florida is 1
7/ 8 inches (4.8 cm, stretched nmesh. This mnimum nesh size is
required in at least the last 40 neshes forward of the cod end
drawstring (tie-off rings), and smaller-nesh bag |iners are not
allowed. A vessel that has a traw net on board that does not
nmeet these requirenents may not possess a rock shrinp in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia and Florida.

(k) Pelagic sargassum The nmini num al | owabl e nesh size for
a net used to fish for pelagic sargassumin the South Atlantic
EEZ is 4.0 inches (10.2 cm, stretched nmesh, and such net nust be
attached to a frame no larger than 4 ft by 6 ft (1.2 mby 1.8 m.
A vessel in the South Atlantic EEZ with a net on board that does
not mneet these requirenents may not possess any pel agic
sar gassum

(1) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo--(1) Authorized gear. The
following are the only authorized gear types in the fisheries for
dol phin and wahoo in the Atlantic EEZ: Automatic reel, bandit
gear, handline, pelagic longline, rod and reel, and spearfishing
gear (including powerheads). A person aboard a vessel in the
Atlantic EEZ that has on board gear types other than authorized
gear types may not possess a dol phin or wahoo.

[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (2), is effective on and after
9/ 24/ 04. ]

(2) Sea turtle protection neasures applicable to pelagic
longliners. The owner or operator of a vessel for which a
commercial permt for Atlantic dol phin and wahoo has been i ssued,
as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(xii), and that has on board a
pel agi ¢ |l ongline nust post inside the wheel house the sea turtle
handl i ng and rel ease guidelines provided by NVFS. Such owner or
operator must also conply with the sea turtle bycatch mtigation
nmeasures, including gear requirenments and sea turtle handling
requi renents, as specified in 8 635.21(c)(5)(i) and (ii) of this
chapter, respectively. For the purpose of this paragraph, a
vessel is considered to have pelagic |ongline gear on board when
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a power-operated longline hauler, a mainline, floats capabl e of
supporting the mainline, and | eaders (gangions) w th hooks are on
board. Renpval of any one of these el enments constitutes renpva
of pelagic |ongline gear.

8§ 622.42 CQuot as.

Quotas apply for the fishing year for each species or
speci es group. Except for the quotas for Gulf and South Atlantic
coral, the quotas include species harvested fromstate waters
adjoining the EEZ. Quotas for species managed under this part
are as follows. (See 8§ 622.32 for limtations on taking
prohi bited and |imted-harvest species. The limtations in §
622. 32 apply without regard to whether the species is harvested
by a vessel operating under a comrercial vessel permt or by a
person subject to the bag limts.)

(a) @lf reef fish--(1) Commercial quotas. The follow ng
quotas apply to persons who fish under comrercial vessel permts
for @ulf reef fish, as required under 8 622.4(a)(2)(v).

(1) Red snapper--4.65 million Ib (2.11 mllion kg), round
wei ght, apportioned as foll ows:

(A) Two-thirds of the quota specified in 8§ 622.42(a)(1)(i),
3.10 mllion Ib (1.41 mllion kg), available at noon on February
1 each year, subject to the closure provisions of 88 622.34(l)
and 622.43(a)(1)(i).

(B) The remai nder avail able at noon on Cctober 1 each year,
subject to the closure provisions of 88§ 622.34(1) and
622.43(a) (1) (i).

(ii) Deep-water groupers (i.e., yell owedge grouper, msty
grouper, warsaw grouper, snowy grouper, and speckled hind), and,
after the quota for shall owwater grouper is reached, scanp,
conbined--1.02 million |Ib (0.46 mllion kg), gutted weight, that
is, eviscerated but otherw se whol e.

(tii1) Shallow water groupers (i.e., all groupers other than
deep-wat er groupers, jewfish, and Nassau grouper), including
scanp before the quota for shall owwater groupers is reached,
conmbined—8.80 mllion Ib (3.99 mllion kg), gutted weight, that
is, eviscerated but otherwi se whole. Wthin the shall ow water
grouper quota there is a separate quota for red grouper--5.31
million Ib (2.41 mllion kg), gutted weight. Wen either the
shal | ow-wat er grouper quota or the red grouper quota is reached,
the entire shall owwater grouper fishery will be closed and the
cl osure provisions of 8 622.43(a) introductory text and §
622.43(a)(1)(i) apply to the entire shall ow water grouper
fishery.

(iv) Tilefishes (i.e., tilefish and gol df ace, bl ackli ne,
anchor, and blueline tilefish) conbined--0.44 mllion Ib (0.20
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mllion kg), gutted weight, that is, eviscerated but otherw se
whol e.

(2) Recreational quota for red snapper. The follow ng quota
applies to persons who harvest red snapper other than under
comercial vessel permts for GQulf reef fish and the comerci al
guota specified in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section--4.47
mllion Ib (2.03 mllion kg), round weight.

(b) culf and South Atlantic allowable octocoral. The quota
for all persons who harvest allowable octocoral in the EEZ of the
@ul f and South Atlantic is 50,000 colonies. A colony is a
continuous group of coral polyps formng a single unit.

(c) King and Spani sh mackerel. King and Spani sh nmackerel
quotas apply to persons who fish under comrercial vessel permts
for king or Spanish nackerel, as required under §
622.4(a)(2)(1ii) or (iv). A fish is counted against the quota
for the area where it is caught when it is first sold.

(1) Mgratory groups of king nmackerel--(i) Qulf mgratory
group. The quota for the Gulf mgratory group of king nmackerel
is 3.26 mllion|Ib (1.48 mlIlion kg). The Qulf mgratory group
is divided into eastern and western zones separated by 87°31' 06"
W long., which is aline directly south fromthe Al abama/Fl ori da
boundary. Quotas for the eastern and western zones are as
foll ows:

(A) Eastern zone--2.25 mllion Ib (1.02 mllion kg), which
is further divided into quotas as foll ows:

(1) Florida east coast subzone--1,040,625 |b (472,020 kg).

(2) Florida west coast subzone--(i) Southern--1,040,625 |Ib
(472,020 kg), which is further divided into a quota of 520,312 Ib
(236,010 kg) for vessels fishing with hook-and-1ine and a quota
of 520,312 Ib (236,010 kg) for vessels fishing with run-around
gillnets.

(ii) Northern--168,750 I b (76,544 kg).

(3) Description of Florida subzones. The Florida east coast
subzone is that part of the eastern zone north of 25°20.4" N
lat., which is aline directly east fromthe M am - Dade/ Monr oe
County, FL, boundary. The Florida west coast subzone is that
part of the eastern zone south and west of 25°20.4" N lat. The
Fl ori da west coast subzone is further divided into southern and
northern subzones. From Novenber 1 through March 31, the
sout hern subzone is that part of the Florida west coast subzone
t hat extends south and west from 25°20.4" N. lat. to 26°19.8 N
lat., a line directly west fromthe Lee/ Collier County, FL,
boundary (i.e., the area off Collier and Monroe Counties). From
April 1 through Cctober 31, the southern subzone is that part of
the Florida west coast subzone that is between 26°19.8" N. |at.
and 25°48 N. lat., which is aline directly west fromthe
Monroe/ Col i er County, FL, boundary (i.e., off Collier County).
The northern subzone is that part of the Florida west coast
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subzone that is between 26°19.8 N lat. and 87°31'06'' W |ong.,
which is a line directly south fromthe Al abama/Fl ori da boundary.

(B) Western zone--1.01 mllion Ib (0.46 mllion kg).

(ii) Atlantic mgratory group. The quota for the Atlantic
m gratory group of king mackerel is 3.71 million |lb (1.68 mllion
kg). No nore than 0.40 mllion Ib (0.18 mllion kg) may be
harvest ed by purse seines.

(2) Magratory groups of Spanish mackerel--(i) Qulf mgratory

group. The quota for the Gulf mgratory group of Spanish
mackerel is 5.187 mllion Ib (2.353 mllion kg).

(i1) Atlantic mgratory group. The quota for the Atlantic
m gratory group of Spanish mackerel is 3.87 mllion Ib (1.76
mllion kg).

(d) Royal red shrinp in the Gulf. The quota for all persons
who harvest royal red shrinp in the GQulf is 392,000 Ib (177.8
n), tail weight.

(e) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, excluding weckfish.
The quotas apply to persons who are not subject to the bag
limts. (See 8§ 622.39(a)(1l) for applicability of the bag
[imts.)

(1) Snowy grouper--344,508 |b (156,266 kg), gutted weight,
that is, eviscerated but otherw se whol e.

(2) Golden tilefish--1,001,663 Ib (454,347 kg), gutted
wei ght, that is, eviscerated but otherw se whol e.

(3) Geater anberjack--1,169,931 Ib (530,672 kg), gutted
wei ght, that is, eviscerated but otherw se whol e.

(f) Weckfish. The quota for weckfish applies to weckfish
shar ehol ders, or their enployees, contractors, or agents, and is
2 mllion Ib (907,185 kg), round weight. See § 622.15 for
informati on on the weckfish sharehol der under the I TQ system

(g) Pelagic sargassum The quota for all persons who
harvest pelagic sargassumin the South Atlantic EEZ is 5,000 Ib
(2,268 kg), wet, landed weight. See 8§ 622.35(g)(1) for area
limtations on the harvest of pelagic sargassum

§ 622.43 d osures.

(a) Ceneral. Wen a quota specified in 8§ 622.42 is reached,
or is projected to be reached, the Assistant Adm nistrator will
file a notification to that effect with the Ofice of the Federa
Register. On and after the effective date of such notification,
for the remainder of the fishing year, the follow ng closure
restrictions apply:

(1) @l f reef fish--(i) Commercial quotas. The bag and
possession limts specified in 8§ 622.39(b) apply to all harvest
or possession in or fromthe Gulf EEZ of the indicated species,
and the sale or purchase of the indicated species taken fromthe
Qulf EEZ is prohibited. In addition, the bag and possessi on
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l[imts for red snapper apply on board a vessel for which a
commercial permt for Gulf reef fish has been issued, as required
under 8 622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to where such red snapper
were harvested. However, the bag and possession limts for red
snapper apply only when the recreational quota for red snapper
has not been reached and the bag and possession limt has not
been reduced to zero under paragraph (a)(21)(ii) of this section.

(ii) Recreational quota for red snapper. The bag and
possession |imt for red snapper in or fromthe Gulf EEZ is zero.

(2) Gulf and South Atlantic allowable octocoral. Allowable
octocoral may not be harvested or possessed in the Gulf EEZ or
South Atlantic EEZ and the sale or purchase of allowable
octocoral in or fromthe GQulf EEZ or South Atlantic EEZ is
pr ohi bi t ed.

(3) King and Spani sh nackerel. The closure provisions of
this paragraph (a)(3) do not apply to Atlantic mgratory group
Spani sh mackerel, which are managed under the comercial trip
l[imts specified in §8 622.44(b) in lieu of the closure provisions
of this section.

(i) A person aboard a vessel for which a conmmercial permt
for king or Spanish mackerel has been issued, as required under §
622.4(a)(2)(iii) or (iv), may not fish for king or Spanish
mackerel in the EEZ or retain king or Spanish mackerel in or from
the EEZ under a bag or possession lint specified in § 622.39(c)
for the closed species, mgratory group, zone, subzone, or gear,
except as provided for under paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of this
secti on.

(1i) A person aboard a vessel for which valid charter
vessel / headboat permts for Qulf coastal mgratory pelagic fish
or South Atlantic coastal mgratory pelagic fish and a valid
commercial vessel permt for king or Spanish nackerel have been
i ssued may continue to retain fish under a bag and possessi on
l[imt specified in 8 622.39(c), provided the vessel is operating
as a charter vessel or headboat.

(1i1) The sale or purchase of king or Spanish mackerel of
the cl osed species, mgratory group, zone, subzone, or gear type
is prohibited, including such king or Spanish nmackerel taken
under the bag limts.

(4) Royal red shrinp in the GQulf. Royal red shrinp in or
fromthe Gulf EEZ may not be retained, and the sale or purchase
of royal red shrinp taken fromthe Gulf EEZ is prohibited.

(5) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, excluding weckfish.--
(i) Geater anberjack. The bag limt specified in §
622.39(d) (1) (i) and the possession linmts specified in §
622.39(d)(2) apply to all harvest or possession of greater
anberjack in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ, and the sale or
purchase of greater anberjack taken fromthe EEZ is prohibited.
In addition, the bag and possession limts for greater anberjack
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and the prohibition on sale/purchase apply in the South Atlantic
on board a vessel for which a valid Federal commercial or charter
vessel / headboat pernmit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has
been issued, without regard to where such greater anberjack were
har vest ed.

(ii) Golden tilefish and snowy grouper. Golden tilefish and
snowy grouper, for which there are quotas, are managed under the
commercial trip limts specified in 8 622.44(c) in lieu of the
cl osure provisions of this section.

(6) Weckfish. Weckfish in or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ
may not be retained, and the sale or purchase of weckfish taken
fromthe South Atlantic EEZ is prohibited.

(7) Pelagic sargassum Pel agi c sargassum nay not be fi shed
for or possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ and the sale or
purchase of pelagic sargassumin or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ
i s prohibited.

(b) Exception to prohibition on sale/purchase. (1) The
prohi bition on sal e/ purchase during a closure for Gulf reef fish,
ki ng and Spani sh mackerel, royal red shrinp, greater anberjack,
or wreckfish in paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(3)(iii), (a)(4),

(a)(5) (i), or (a)(6) of this section does not apply to the

i ndi cated species that were harvested, |anded ashore, and sold
prior to the effective date of the closure and were held in cold
storage by a deal er or processor

(2) The prohibition on sal e/ purchase during a closure for
al I omabl e octocoral in paragraph (a)(2) of this section or for
pel agi ¢ sargassumin paragraph (a)(7) of this section does not
apply to all owabl e octocoral or pelagic sargassumthat was
harvested and | anded ashore prior to the effective date of the
cl osure.

(c) Reopening. Wen a fishery has been cl osed based on a
projection of the quota specified in 8 622.42 being reached and
subsequent data indicate that the quota was not reached, the
Assi stant Adm nistrator may file a notification to that effect
with the Ofice of the Federal Register. Such notification may
reopen the fishery to provide an opportunity for the quota to be
reached.

§ 622.44 Commercial triplimts.

Commercial triplimts are limts on the anount of the
appl i cabl e species that may be possessed on board or | anded,
purchased, or sold froma vessel per day. A person who fishes in
the EEZ may not conbine a trip limt specified in this section
wWith any trip or possession l[imt applicable to state waters. A
species subject to atrip limt specified in this section taken
in the EEZ may not be transferred at sea, regardl ess of where
such transfer takes place, and such species may not be
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transferred in the EEZ. For fisheries governed by this part,
commercial trip limts apply as follows (all weights are round or
evi scerated wei ghts):

(a) King mackerel--(1) Atlantic group. The following trip
limts apply to vessels for which comercial permts for king
mackerel have been issued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(iii):

(i) North of 29°25" N. lat., which is aline directly east
fromthe Flagler/Volusia County, FL, boundary, king nmackerel in
or fromthe EEZ may not be possessed on board or |anded froma
vessel in a day in amounts exceeding 3,500 Ib (1,588 kg).

(iit) I'n the area between 29°25' N. lat. and 28°47.8 N
lat., which is aline directly east fromthe Vol usi a/Brevard
County, FL, boundary, king nmackerel in or fromthe EEZ may not be
possessed on board or |anded froma vessel in a day in anmounts
exceeding 3,500 Ib (1,588 kg) fromApril 1 through Cctober 31.

(iiti) I'n the area between 28°47.8 N lat. and 25°20.4" N
lat., which is aline directly east fromthe M an -Dade/ Monroe
County, FL, boundary, king nmackerel in or fromthe EEZ may not be
possessed on board or |anded froma vessel in a day in anmounts
exceeding 75 fish fromApril 1 through Cctober 31

(iv) I'n the area between 25°20.4" N. lat. and 25°48' N
lat., which is aline directly west fromthe Mnroe/Collier
County, FL, boundary, king nmackerel in or fromthe EEZ may not be
possessed on board or |anded froma vessel in a day in anmounts
exceeding 1,250 Ib (567 kg) fromApril 1 through Cctober 31.

(2) @ulf group. Conmercial trip limts are established in
the eastern and western zones as follows. (See 8 622.42(c)(1)(i)
for specification of the eastern and western zones and §
622.42(c)(1)(i1)(A(3) for specifications of the subzones in the
eastern zone.)

(1) Eastern zone-Florida east coast subzone. 1In the Florida
east coast subzone, king nackerel in or fromthe EEZ may be
possessed on board at any tinme or landed in a day froma vessel
with a commercial permt for king mackerel as required under 8§
622.4(a)(2)(iii) as follows:

(A) From Novenber 1 through January 31--not to exceed 50

fish.

(B) Beginning on February 1 and continuing through March 31-

(1) If 75 percent or nore of the Florida east coast subzone
gquota as specified in 8 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A) (1) has been taken--not
to exceed 50 fish.

(2) If less than 75 percent of the Florida east coast
subzone quota as specified in 8§ 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A) (1) has been
t aken--not to exceed 75 fish.

(ii) Eastern zone-Florida west coast subzone--(A) Gl net
gear. (1) In the southern Florida west coast subzone, king
mackerel in or fromthe EEZ may be possessed on board or | anded
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froma vessel for which a commercial permt with a gillnet

endor sement has been issued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(ii),
in amobunts not exceeding 25,000 Ib (11,340 kg) per day, provided
the gillnet fishery for Gulf group king mackerel is not closed
under 8 622.34(p) or § 622.43(a).

(2) In the southern Florida west coast subzone:

(1) King mackerel in or fromthe EEZ may be possessed on
board or | anded froma vessel that uses or has on board a
run-around gillnet on a trip only when such vessel has on board a
commercial permit for king nackerel with a gillnet endorsenent.

(ii) King mackerel fromthe southern west coast subzone
| anded by a vessel for which such commercial permt with
endor senent has been issued will be counted against the
run-around gillnet quota of 8§ 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A(2)(L).

(Lii) King mackerel in or fromthe EEZ harvested with gear
ot her than run-around gillnet may not be retained on board a
vessel for which such comrercial permt w th endorsenent has been
I ssued.

(B) Hook-and-line gear. |In the Florida west coast subzone,
king mackerel in or fromthe EEZ nay be possessed on board or
| anded froma vessel with a commercial permt for king nackerel,
as required by 8 622.4(a)(2)(iii), and operating under the
hook-and-1ine gear quotas in 8§ 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(2)(L) or
() (1) (i) (A (2)(ii): o |

(1) FromJuly 1, each fishing year, until 75 percent of the
respective northern or southern subzone's hook-and-1|ine gear
guot a has been harvested--in amounts not exceeding 1,250 I b (567
kg) per day.

(2) Fromthe date that 75 percent of the respective northern
or southern subzone's hook-and-1ine gear quota has been
harvested, until a closure of the respective northern or southern
subzone's fishery for vessels fishing with hook-and-1ine gear has
been effected under 8 622.43(a)--in anpbunts not exceeding 500 |b
(227 kg) per day.

(iii) Notice of trip limt changes. The Assistant
Adm ni strator, by filing a notification of trip limt change with
the O fice of the Federal Register, will effect the trip limt
changes specified in paragraphs (a)(2)(i) and (a)(2)(ii)(B) of
this section when the requisite harvest |evel has been reached or
I's projected to be reached.

(iv) Western zone. |In the western zone, king nmackerel in or
fromthe EEZ may be possessed on board or |anded froma vessel
for which a coomercial permt for king nmackerel has been issued,
as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(ii), fromJuly 1, each fishing
year, until a closure of the western zone's fishery has been
effected under 8 622.43(a)--in anbunts not exceeding 3,000 Ib
(1,361 kg) per day.
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(b) Spanish mackerel. (1) Commercial trip limts are
established for Atlantic mgratory group Spani sh nmackerel as
foll ows:

(i) North of 30°42'45.6" N. lat., which is a line directly
east fromthe Georgial/ Fl ori da boundary, Spanish mackerel in or
fromthe EEZ may not be possessed on board or |anded in a day
froma vessel for which a permt for Spanish mackerel has been
i ssued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(iv), in amunts exceedi ng
3,500 I'b (1,588 kg).

(1i) South of 30°42'45.6" N. lat., Spanish mackerel in or
fromthe EEZ may not be possessed on board or |anded in a day
froma vessel for which a permt for Spanish mackerel has been
i ssued, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(iv)--

(A) FromApril 1 through Novenber 30, in anpbunts exceedi ng
3,500 I b (1,588 kg).

(B) From Decenber 1 until 75 percent of the adjusted quota
is taken, in anounts as foll ows:

(1) Mondays through Fridays--unlimted.

(2) Saturdays and Sundays--not exceeding 1,500 Ib (680 kg).

(C After 75 percent of the adjusted quota is taken until
100 percent of the adjusted quota is taken, in anpbunts not
exceeding 1,500 Ib (680 kg).

(D) After 100 percent of the adjusted quota is taken through
the end of the fishing year, in anmounts not exceeding 500 Ib (227

kg) .

(2) For the purpose of paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section,
the adjusted quota is 3.62 mllion Ib (1.64 mllion kg). The
adjusted quota is the quota for Atlantic mgratory group Spanish
mackerel reduced by an amount cal culated to all ow continued
harvests of Atlantic mgratory group Spani sh mackerel at the rate
of 500 Ib (227 kg) per vessel per day for the remai nder of the
fishing year after the adjusted quota is reached. By filing a
notification with the Ofice of the Federal Register, the
Assi stant Admi nistrator will announce when 75 percent and 100
percent of the adjusted quota is reached or is projected to be
reached.

(3) For the purpose of paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section,
a day starts at 6 a.m, local tine, and extends for 24 hours. |If
a vessel termnates a trip prior to 6 a.m, but retains Spanish
mackerel on board after that tinme, the Spani sh nackerel retained
on board will not be considered in possession during the
succeedi ng day, provided the vessel is not underway between 6
a.m and the time such Spanish mackerel are unl oaded, and
provi ded such Spani sh mackerel are unloaded prior to 6 p. m

(c) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. Wen a vessel fishes on
atripinthe South Atlantic EEZ, the vessel trip limts
specified in this paragraph (c) apply, provided persons aboard
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the vessel are not subject to the bag |limts. See 8§ 622.39(a)
for applicability of the bag limts.

(1) Trip-limted permts. A vessel for which a trip-limted
permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued is
limted to 225 Ib (102.1 kg) of snapper-grouper.

(2) &olden tilefish. (i) Until the fishing year quota
specified in 8 622.42(e)(2) is reached, 5,000 I b (2,268 kg).

(ii) After the fishing year quota specified in §
622.42(e)(2) is reached, 300 Ib (136 kgQ).

(3) Snowy grouper. (i) Until the fishing year quota
specified in 8§ 622.42(e)(1) is reached, 2,500 Ib (1,134 kg).

(ii) After the fishing year quota specified in 8§
622.42(e)(1) is reached, 300 I b (136 kg).

(4) Red porgy. (i) From My 1 through Decenber 31, 50 Ib
(22.7 kg).

(i1) FromJanuary 1 through April 30, the seasonal harvest
[imt specified in 8 622.36(b)(5) applies.

(5) Geater anberjack. Until the fishing year quota
specified in §8 622.42(e)(3) is reached, 1,000 Ib (454 kg). See 8§
622.43(a)(5)(i) for the Iimtations regardi ng greater anberjack
after the fishing year quota is reached.

(d) culf red snapper. (1) The trip limt for red snapper in
or fromthe @ulf for a vessel that has on board a valid
commercial permit for Gulf reef fish and a valid Class 1 red
snapper license is 2,000 I b (907 kg), round or eviscerated
wei ght .

(2) The trip limt for red snapper in or fromthe Gulf for a
vessel that has on board a valid comrercial permt for Qulf reef
fish and a valid Cass 2 red snapper license is 200 | b (91 kg),
round or eviscerated weight.

(3) The trip limt for red snapper in or fromthe GQulf for
any ot her vessel for which a commercial permt for GQulf reef fish
has been issued is zero.

(4) As a condition of a commercial vessel permt for Qulf
reef fish, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to
where red snapper are harvested or possessed, a vessel that has
been i ssued such permt--

(1) May not possess red snapper in or fromthe GQulf in
excess of the appropriate vessel trip limt, as specified in
par agraphs (d)(1) through (d)(3) of this section.

(1i) May not transfer or receive at sea red snapper in or
fromthe @l f.

(e) Caribbean queen conch. A person who fishes in the
Cari bbean EEZ and is not subject to the bag Iimt may not possess
in or fromthe Caribbean EEZ nore than 150 queen conch per day.

[ The foll ow ng paragraph, (f), is effective on and after
9/ 24/ 04. ]
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(f) Atlantic dol phin and wahoo. (1) The trip limt for
wahoo in or fromthe Atlantic EEZ is 500 Ib (227 kg). This trip
limt applies to a vessel that has a Federal comrercial permt
for Atlantic dol phin and wahoo, provided that the vessel is not
operating as a charter vessel or headboat.

(2) The trip limt for a vessel that does not have a Federal
commercial vessel permt for Atlantic dol phin and wahoo but has a
Federal commercial vessel permt in any other fishery is 200 Ib
(91 kg) of dol phin and wahoo, conbi ned, provided that all fishing
on and landings fromthat trip are north of 39° N lat. (A
charter vessel/headboat permt is not a commercial vessel
permt.)

8§ 622.45 Restrictions on sal e/ purchase.

In addition to restrictions on sal e/ purchase related to
closures, as specified in 8 622.43(a) and (b), restrictions on
sal e and/ or purchase apply as foll ows.

(a) Caribbean coral reef resource. (1) No person may sel
or purchase a Cari bbean prohibited coral harvested in the
Cari bbean EEZ.

(2) A Caribbean prohibited coral that is sold in Puerto Rico
or the U S Virgin Islands will be presuned to have been
harvested in the Cari bbean EEZ, unless it is acconpani ed by
docunent ati on showing that it was harvested el sewhere. Such
docunent ati on nmust contai n:

(i) The information specified in subpart K of part 300 of
this title for marking containers or packages of fish or wildlife
that are inported, exported, or transported in interstate
commer ce

(ii) The name and hone port of the vessel, or the nanme and
address of the individual, harvesting the Cari bbean prohibited
coral .

(iii1) The port and date of |anding the Caribbean prohibited
coral .

(iv) A statenent signed by the person selling the Caribbean
prohi bited coral attesting that, to the best of his or her
know edge, information, and belief, such Caribbean prohibited
coral was harvested other than in the Cari bbean EEZ or the waters
of Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands.

(b) Caribbean reef fish. A live red hind or live nutton
snapper in or fromthe Cari bbean EEZ may not be sold or purchased
and used in the nmarine aquariumtrade.

(c) culf reef fish. (1) A &Glf reef fish harvested in the
EEZ on board a vessel that does not have a valid comerci al
permt for Qulf reef fish, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(v), or
a Qulf reef fish possessed under the bag limts specified in §
622.39(b), may not be sold or purchased.
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(2) A @lf reef fish harvested on board a vessel that has a
valid commercial permt for Qulf reef fish may be sold only to a
deal er who has a valid permt for GQulf reef fish, as required
under 8§ 622.4(a)(4).

(3) A@lf reef fish harvested in the EEZ nay be purchased
by a dealer who has a valid permt for Gulf reef fish, as
required under 8 622.4(a)(4), only froma vessel that has a valid
commercial permt for Qulf reef fish.

(4) From February 15 until March 15, each year, no person
may sell or purchase a gag, black grouper, or red grouper
harvested fromthe Gulf by a vessel with a valid Federal
commercial permt for Gulf reef fish. This prohibition on
sal e/ purchase does not apply to gag, black grouper, or red
grouper that were harvested, |anded ashore, and sold prior to
February 15 and were held in cold storage by a deal er or
processor.

(d) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (1) A person may sel
South Atlantic snapper-grouper harvested in the EEZ only to a
deal er who has a valid permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper,
as required under 8 622.4(a)(4).

(2) A person may purchase South Atl antic snapper-grouper
harvested in the EEZ only froma vessel that has a valid
comercial permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper, as required
under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(vi), or froma person who has a valid
commercial license to sell fish in the state where the purchase
occurs.

(3) Except for the sale or purchase of South Atlantic
snapper - grouper harvested by a vessel that has a valid commercia
permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper, the sale or purchase
of such fish is limted to the bag limts specified in §
622.39(d)(1).

(4) A warsaw grouper or speckled hind in or fromthe South
Atl antic EEZ may not be sold or purchased.

(5) During January, February, March, and April, no person
may sell or purchase a red porgy harvested fromthe South
Atlantic EEZ or, if harvested by a vessel for which a valid
Federal commercial or charter vessel/headboat permt for South
Atl antic snapper-grouper has been issued, harvested fromthe
South Atlantic. The prohibition on sal e/ purchase during January
through April does not apply to red porgy that were harvested,
| anded ashore, and sold prior to January 1 and were held in cold
storage by a dealer or processor. This prohibition also does not
apply to a dealer's purchase or sale of red porgy harvested from
an area other than the South Atlantic, provided such fish is
acconpani ed by docunentation of harvest outside the South
Atlantic. Such docunentation nust contain:
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(1) The information specified in 50 CFR part 300 subpart K
for marking containers or packages of fish or wildlife that are
i nported, exported, or transported in interstate comrerce;

(ii) The official nunber, nanme, and home port of the vessel
harvesting the red porgy;

(iii1) The port and date of offloading fromthe vessel
harvesting the red porgy; and

(iv) A statenment signed by the dealer attesting that the red
porgy was harvested froman area other than the South Atlantic.

(6) During April, no person may sell or purchase a greater
anberjack harvested fromthe South Atlantic EEZ or, if harvested
by a vessel for which a valid Federal conmercial or charter
vessel / headboat pernmit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has
been issued, harvested fromthe South Atlantic. The prohibition
on sal e/ purchase during April does not apply to greater anberjack
that were harvested, |anded ashore, and sold prior to April 1 and
were held in cold storage by a deal er or processor. This
prohi bition al so does not apply to a dealer's purchase or sal e of
greater anberjack harvested froman area other than the South
Atl antic, provided such fish is acconpani ed by docunentati on of
harvest outside the South Atlantic. Such docunentation nust
cont ai n:

(1) The information specified in 50 CFR part 300 subpart K
for marking containers or packages of fish or wildlife that are
i nported, exported, or transported in interstate comrerce;

(ii) The official nunber, nanme, and home port of the vessel
harvesting the greater amberjack;

(ii1) The port and date of offloading fromthe vessel
harvesting the greater anberjack; and

(iv) A statenment signed by the dealer attesting that the
greater anberjack was harvested froman area other than the South
Atlantic.

(7) During March and April, no person may sell or purchase a
gag or black grouper harvested fromthe South Atlantic EEZ or, if
harvested by a vessel for which a valid Federal commercial or
charter vessel/headboat permt for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
has been issued, harvested fromthe South Atlantic. The
prohi bition on sal e/ purchase during March and April does not
apply to gag or black grouper that were harvested, |anded ashore,
and sold prior to March 1 and were held in cold storage by a
deal er or processor. This prohibition also does not apply to a
deal er' s purchase or sale of gag or black grouper harvested from
an area other than the South Atlantic, provided such fish is
acconpani ed by docunentation of harvest outside the South
Atl antic. Such docunentation nmust contain:

(1) The information specified in 50 CFR part 300 subpart K
for marking containers or packages of fish or wildlife that are
i nported, exported, or transported in interstate comrerce;
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(1i) The official nunber, name, and hone port of the vessel
harvesting the gag or black grouper;

(ii1) The port and date of offloading fromthe vessel
harvesting the gag or black grouper; and

(iv) A statenment signed by the dealer attesting that the gag
or black grouper was harvested from an area other than the South
Atl antic.

(e) @ulf and South Atlantic wild Iive rock. WId live rock
inor fromthe Gulf EEZ or South Atlantic EEZ nay not be sold or
purchased. The prohibition on sale or purchase does not apply to
wild live rock fromthe South Atlantic EEZ that was harvested and
| anded prior to January 1, 1996, or to wild live rock fromthe
@Qul f EEZ that was harvested and | anded prior to January 1, 1997.

(f) South Atlantic golden crab. (1) A fermale golden crab in
or fromthe South Atlantic EEZ may not be sold or purchased.

(2) A golden crab harvested in the South Atlantic EEZ on
board a vessel that does not have a valid conmercial permt for
gol den crab, as required under 8§ 622.4(a)(2)(x), may not be sold
or purchased.

(3) A golden crab harvested on board a vessel that has a
valid commercial permt for golden crab may be sold only to a
deal er who has a valid permt for golden crab, as required under
8§ 622.4(a)(4).

(4) A golden crab harvested in the South Atlantic EEZ may be
purchased by a dealer who has a valid permt for golden crab, as
required under 8 622.4(a)(4), only froma vessel that has a valid
comercial permt for golden crab.

(g) South Atlantic rock shrinp. (1) Rock shrinp harvested
in the South Atlantic EEZ on board a vessel that does not have a
valid commercial permt for rock shrinp, as required under 8§
622.4(a)(2)(viii), may not be transferred, received, sold, or
pur chased.

(2) Rock shrinmp harvested on board a vessel that has a valid
commercial permt for rock shrinp may be transferred or sold only
to a dealer who has a valid permt for rock shrinp, as required
under 8 622.4(a)(4).

(3) Rock shrinmp harvested in the South Atlantic EEZ may be
recei ved or purchased by a dealer who has a valid permt for rock
shrinp, as required under 8 622.4(a)(4), only froma vessel that
has a valid comrercial permt for rock shrinp.

(h) Cut-off (damaged) king or Spanish mackerel. A person
may not sell or purchase a cut-off (danmaged) king or Spanish
mackerel that does not conply with the mnimumsize limts
specified in 8 622.37(c)(2) or (c)(3), respectively, or that is
in excess of the trip limts specified in §8 622.44(a) or (b),
respectively.

[ The foll om ng paragraph, (i), is effective on and after
9/ 24/ 04. ]
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(i) Atlantic dol phin and wahoo. (1) A person nay sel
dol phin or wahoo harvested in the Atlantic EEZ only if it is
harvested by a vessel that has a commercial permt for Atlantic
dol phin and wahoo, as required under 8 622.4(a)(2)(xii)(A), or by
a vessel authorized a 200-1b (91-kg) trip limt for dol phin or
wahoo, as specified in 8 622.44(f)(2), and only to a deal er who
has a permt for Atlantic dol phin or wahoo, as required under 8§
622.4(a)(4).

(2) In addition to the provisions of paragraph (i)(1) of
this section, a person nmay not sell dol phin in excess of the bag
l[imt or any wahoo harvested in the Atlantic EEZ by a vessel
while it was operating as a charter vessel or headboat.

(3) Dol phin or wahoo harvested in the Atlantic EEZ nay be
purchased only by a dealer who has a permit for Atlantic dol phin
and wahoo and only froma vessel authorized to sell dol phin or
wahoo under paragraph (i)(1) or (i)(2) of this section.

8 622.46 Prevention of gear conflicts.

(a) No person may knowi ngly place in the Gulf EEZ any
article, including fishing gear, that interferes with fishing or
obstructs or damages fishing gear or the fishing vessel of
anot her; or know ngly use fishing gear in such a fashion that it
obstructs or damages the fishing gear or fishing vessel of
anot her.

(b) I'n accordance with the procedures and restrictions of
the FMP for the Shrinp Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico, the RA may
nodi fy or establish separation zones for shrinp trawling and the
use of fixed gear to prevent gear conflicts. Necessary
prohi bitions or restrictions will be published in the Federal
Reqi ster.

(c) In accordance with the procedures and restrictions of
the FMP for Coastal Mgratory Pel agic Resources, when the RA
determnes that a conflict exists in the king mackerel fishery
bet ween hook-and-line and gillnet fishernen in the South Atlantic
EEZ of f the east coast of Florida between 27°00.6" N. lat. and
27°50.0" N. lat., the RA may prohibit or restrict the use of
hook-and-line and/or gillnets in all or a portion of that area.
Necessary prohibitions or restrictions will be published in the
Federal Reqgister.

§ 622.47 @ulf groundfish traw fishery.

@l f groundfish trawl fishery neans fishing in the Gulf EEZ
by a vessel that uses a bottomtrawl, the unsorted catch of which
I's ground up for animal feed or industrial products.

(a) O her provisions of this part notw thstandi ng, the owner
or operator of a vessel in the @ulf groundfish traw fishery is
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exenpt fromthe following requirenents and limtations for the
vessel's unsorted catch of Qulf reef fish:

(1) The requirenment for a valid comrercial vessel permt for
Qulf reef fish in order to sell Gulf reef fish

(2) Mnimumsize limts for Gulf reef fish.

(3) Bag limts for Gulf reef fish.

(4) The prohibition on sale of GQulf reef fish after a quota
cl osure.

(b) OQther provisions of this part notw thstandi ng, a dealer
ina Qlf state is exenpt fromthe requirenment for a deal er
permt for Qulf reef fish to receive Gulf reef fish harvested
fromthe Gulf EEZ by a vessel in the @ulf groundfish traw
fishery.

8§ 622.48 Adjustnent of nmnhagenent neasures.

In accordance with the framework procedures of the
applicable FMPs, the RA may establish or nodify the foll ow ng
itens:

(a) Caribbean coral reef resources. Species for which
managenent neasures nay be specified; prohibited species; harvest
limtations, including quotas, trip, or daily landing limts;
gear restrictions; closed seasons or areas; and marine
conservation districts.

(b) Caribbean reef fish. Size limts, closed seasons or
areas, fish trap nmesh size, and the threshold |evel for
overfi shing.

(c) Coastal mgratory pelagic fish. For a species or
speci es group: Age-structured anal yses, target date for
rebui l ding an overfished species, MSY (or proxy), stock biomass
achi eved by fishing at MSY (B, (or proxy), maxinmum fishing
nortality threshold (MFMI), m nimum stock size threshold (MSST),
OY, TAC, quota (including a quota of zero), bag limt (including
a bag limt of zero), size limts, vessel trip limts, closed
seasons or areas and reopenings, gear restrictions (ranging from
regul ation to conplete prohibition), reallocation of the
comerci al /recreational allocation of Atlantic group Spanish
mackerel, permt requirenents, definitions of essential fish
habi tat, and essential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs.

(d) aulf reef fish. (1) For a species or species group:
Target date for rebuilding an overfished species, TAC, bag
limts, size limts, vessel trip limts, closed seasons or areas,
gear restrictions, quotas, MSY (or proxy), OY, and estimates of
stock bi omass achi eved by fishing at MY (B,g), M ninmm stock
size threshold (MSST), and maxi mum fishing nortality threshold
( MFMT) .

(2) SMZs and the gear restrictions applicable in each.

(e) @lf royal red shrinp. MY, OY, and TAC
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(f) South Atlantic snapper-grouper and weckfish. Biomass
| evel s, age-structured anal yses, target dates for rebuilding
overfished species, MSY, ABC, TAC, quotas, trip limts, bag
[imts, mninmmsizes, gear restrictions (ranging fromregul ation
to conpl ete prohibition), seasonal or area closures, definitions
of essential fish habitat, essential fish habitat, essential fish
habi tat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs, and restrictions on gear and
fishing activities applicable in essential fish habitat and
essential fish habitat HAPCs.

(g) South Atlantic golden crab. Bionmass |evels, age-
structured anal yses, MY, ABC, TAC, quotas (including gquotas
equal to zero), trip limts, mninmmsizes, gear regulations and
restrictions, permt requirenents, seasonal or area closures,
sub-zones and their managenent neasures, tine frame for recovery
of golden crab if overfished, fishing year (adjustment not to
exceed 2 nonths), observer requirenents, authority for the RA to
cl ose the fishery when a quota is reached or is projected to be
reached, definitions of essential fish habitat, and essenti al
fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs.

(h) South Atlantic shrinp. Bionmass |evels, age-structured
anal yses, BRD certification criteria, BRD specifications, BRD
testing protocol, certified BRDs, nets required to use BRDs,
times and | ocations when the use of BRDs is required, definitions
of essential fish habitat, and essential fish habitat HAPCs or
Cor al HAPCs.

(1) @alf shrinp. Bycatch reduction criteria, BRD
certification and decertification criteria, BRD testing protocol
certified BRDs, and BRD specifications.

(j) @lf red drum Target date for rebuilding an overfished
speci es, MSY (or proxy), stock bionmass achieved by fishing at MY
(Bwy), OY, TAC, mninmm stock size threshold (MSST), maxi num
fishing nortality threshold (MFMI), escapenent rates for juvenile
fish, bag limts, size limts, gear harvest limts, and other
restrictions required to prevent exceeding allocations or quotas.

(k) Atlantic coast red drum Definitions of essential fish
habi tat and essential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs.

(1) South Atlantic coral, coral reefs, and live/hard bottom
habitats. Definitions of essential fish habitat and essenti al
fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs.

(m Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bionass |evels, age-
structured anal yses, MY, OY, ABC, TAC, trip limts, mnimnmm
Si zes, gear regulations and restrictions, permt requirenents,
seasonal or area closures, sub-zones and their nanagenent
measures, overfishing definitions and other status determ nation
criteria, tinme frame for recovery of Atlantic dol phin or wahoo if
overfished, fishing year (adjustnent not to exceed 2 nonths),
authority for the RAto close a fishery when a quota is reached
or is projected to be reached or reopen a fishery when additional
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gquot a becones avail able, definitions of essential fish habitat,
and essential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs.
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Appendi x A to Part 622--Species Tabl es
Table 1 of Appendix A to Part 622--Cari bbean Coral Reef

| . Sponges--Phylum Porifera
A.  Denobsponges--C ass Denpspongi ae
Aphi redon conpressa, Erect rope sponge
Chondrilla nucula, Chicken |Iiver sponge
Cynachirella all ocl ada
Geodi a neptuni, Potato sponge
Hal i cl ona sp., Finger sponge
M/riastra sp
Ni phates digitalis, Pink vase sponge
N. erecta, Lavender rope sponge
Spinosella policifera
S. vaginalis
Tethya crypta
1. Coel enterates--Phylum Coel enterata
A.  Hydrocoral s--Cl ass Hydrozoa
1. Hydroids--Order Athecatae
Fam |y M1 I eporidae
M1l epora spp., Fire corals
Fam |y Styl asteridae
Styl aster roseus, Rose |ace corals
B. Anthozoans--C ass Ant hozoa
1. Soft coral s--Order Al cyonacea
Fam |y Ant hot hel i dae

Resour ces

Er yt hr opodi um cari baeorum Encrusting

gor goni an

Iciligorgia schranm , Deepwater sea fan

Fam |y Briaridae

Briareum asbesti num Corky sea finger

Fam |y C avul arii dae
Carijoa riisei
Tel est o spp.

2. CGorgoni an coral s--Oder Gorgonacea

Fam |y Ellisellidae
Ellisella spp., Sea whips

Fam |y Gorgonii dae
Gorgonia flabellum Venus sea fan
G nariae, Wde-nesh sea fan
G ventalina, Common sea fan

Pseudopt er ogorgi a acerosa, Sea plume

P. al batrossae
P. anericana, Sliny sea plune
P. bipinnata, Bipinnate plune
P. rigida
Pt

erogorgi a anceps, Angul ar sea whip
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P. citrina, Yellow sea whip
Fam |y Pl exauri dae
Euni cea calyculata, Warty sea rod

cl avi gera
fusca, Doughnut sea rod

kni ght i
| aci ni ata

| axi spi ca
mamosa, Swol | en- knob
succi nea, Shel f-knob sea rod
. touneforti
ricea atlantica
el ongata, Orange spiny rod
| axa, Delicate spiny rod
nmuricata, Spiny sea fan
pi nnata, Long spine sea fan
Muri ceopsi s sp.
M flavida, Rough sea plune
M sul phurea
Pl exaura fl exuosa, Bent sea rod
P. honomalla, Black sea rod
Pl exaurella dichotoma, Slit-pore sea rod
P. fusifera
P. grandiflora
P. grisea

IZIZIZIZ [ IMIMImImimimimim

P. nutans, Gant slit-pore
Pseudopl exaura crucis
P. flagellosa
P. porosa, Porous sea rod
P. wagenaari
3. Hard Coral s--Order Scleractinia
Fam |y Acropori dae
Acropora cervicornis, Staghorn cora
A. palmata, El khorn cora
A prolifera, Fused staghorn
Fam |y Agarici dae
Agaricia agaricities, Lettuce |eaf coral
A. fraqgilis, Fragile saucer
A. lamarcki, Lamarck's sheet
A. tenuifolia, Thin leaf |ettuce
Leptoseris cucullata, Sunray |ettuce
Fam |y Astrocoeniidae
St ephanocoenia mchelinii, Blushing star
Fam |y Caryophyl|idae
Eusm lia fastigiata, Flower coral
Tubastrea aurea, Cup cora
Fam |y Favii dae
Cl adocora arbuscul a, Tube coral
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Col pophyl i a nat ans, Boul der coral
Diploria clivosa, Knobby brain coral
D. labyrinthiforms, G ooved brain
D. strigosa, Synmetrical brain
Favia fragum Golfball coral
Mani ci na areol ata, Rose cora
M nmayori, Tortugas rose coral
Mont astrea annul ari s, Boul der star coral
M cavernosa, Geat star coral
Sol enastrea bournoni, Snmooth star coral
Fam |y Meandri ni dae
Dendrogyra cylindrus, Pillar coral
D chocoenia stellaris, Pancake star
D. stokesi, Elliptical star
Meandrina neandrites, Maze cora
Fam |y Mussi dae
| sophyl l astrea rigida, Rough star cora
| sophyllia sinuosa, Sinuous cactus
Mussa angul osa, Large flower coral
Mycetophyllia aliciae, Thin fungus coral
M danae, Fat fungus coral
M ferox, Gooved fungus
M | amarcki ana, Fungus cora
Scolym a cubensi s, Artichoke coral
S. lacera, Solitary disk
Fam |y Ccul i ni dae
Cculina diffusa, lIvory bush cora
Fam |y Pocill oporidae
Madraci s decactis, Ten-ray star coral
M mrabilis, Yellow penci
Fam |y Poritidae
Porites astreoides, Mustard hill coral
P. branneri, Blue crust coral
P. divaricata, Small finger cora

P. porites, Finger coral
Fam |y Rhi zangi i dae
Astrangia solitaria, Dwarf cup coral
Phyl | angi a aneri cana, H dden cup coral
Fam |y Siderastreidae
Si derastrea radi ans, Lesser starlet
S. siderea, Massive starlet
4. Black Coral s--Order Antipatharia
Ant i pat hes spp., Bushy bl ack coral
Stichopat hes spp., Wre coral
5. Anenpnes--Order Actiniaria
Al ptasia tagetes, Pal e anenobne
Bart hol onea annul ata, Corkscrew anenone
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Condyl actis gigantea, G ant pink-tipped
anenone
Hereractis |ucida, Knobby anenone
Lebruni a spp., Staghorn anenone
Stichodactyl a heliant hus, Sun anenone
6. Col onial Anenobnes--Order Zoant hi dea
Zoant hus spp., Sea nmat
7. False Corals--Order Corallinorpharia
D scosoma spp. (fornerly Rhodactis), False
cor al
Ricordia florida, Florida fal se coral
[11. Annelid Wrns--Phyl um Annel i da
A. Pol ychaet es--C ass Pol ychaet a
Fam |y Sabel | i dae, Feather duster wornmns
Sabel | astarte spp., Tube worns
S. magnifica, Magnificent duster
Fam |y Serpulidae
Spi robranchus gi ganteus, Christmas tree worm
V. Mol |l usks--Phyl um Mol | usca
A. Gastropods--C ass Gastropoda
Fam |y Elysiidae
Tridachia crispata, Lettuce sea slug
Fam |y Qi vidae
Qiva reticularis, Netted olive
Fam |y Ovul i dae
Cyphoma gi bbosum Fl am ngo tongue
Fam |y Ranel | i dae
Charonia tritonis, Atlantic triton trunpet
Fam |y Stronbi dae, Wnged conchs
Stronmbus spp. (except Queen conch, S. gigas)
B. Bivalves--Cass Bivalvia
Fam |y Li m dae
Lima spp., Fileclans
L. scabra, Rough fileclam
Fam |y Spondyl i dae
Spondyl us anericanus, Atlantic thorny oyster
C. Cephal opods--C ass Cephal opoda
1. COctopuses--Oder Cctopoda
Fam |y Cctopodi dae
Cct opus spp. (except the Common octopus, O
vul gari s)
V. Arthropods--Phylum Art hropoda
A.  Crustaceans- - Subphyl um Crust acea
1. Decapods--Order Decapoda
Fam |y Al phei dae
Al pheaus arnmat us, Snapping shrinp
Fam |y Di ogeni dae
Paguri stes spp., Hermt crabs
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VI .
VI,

VI,

I X.

P. cadenati, Red reef hermt
Fam |y G apsi dae
Per cnon gi bbesi, N nble spray crab
Fam |y Hi ppol yti dae
Lysmata spp., Pepperm nt shrinp
Thor anboi nensi s, Anenone shrinp
Fam |y Mjidae, Coral crabs
M thrax spp., Cinging crabs
M cinctimnus, Banded clinging
M scul ptus,, Geen clinging
St enor hynchus seticornis, Yellowine arrow
Fam |y Pal aenoni da
Periclinenes spp., Ceaner shrinp
Fam |y Squillidae, Mantis crabs
Gonodact yl us spp.
Lysi osquilla spp.
Fam |y Stenopodi dae, Coral shrinp
St enopus hi spi dus, Banded shrinp
S. scutellatus, Golden shrinp
Br yozoans- - Phyl um Bryozoa
Echi noder ns- - Phyl um Echi noder mat a
A. Feather stars--C ass Crinoidea
Anal ci donetra armata, Swimming crinoid
Davi daster spp., Crinoids
Nemast er spp., Crinoids
B. Sea stars--C ass Asteroidea
Astropecten spp., Sand stars
Li nckia quildingii, Conmon conet star
Qohi di aster guildingii, Comet star
Oreaster reticulatus, Cushion sea star
C. Brittle and basket stars--C ass Ophi uroi dea
Astrophyton nuricatum G ant basket star

Ophi ocoma spp., Brittlestars

Ophi oderma spp., Brittlestars
O rubi cundum Ruby brittlestar

D. Sea Urchins--C ass Echinoi dea
D adema antillarum Long-spined urchin
Echi nonetra spp., Purple urchin
Eucidaris tribul oides, Pencil urchin
Lyt echi nus spp., Pin cushion urchin
Tripneustes ventricosus, Sea egg

E. Sea Cucunbers--C ass Hol ot hur oi dea
Hol ot huria spp., Sea cucunbers

Chor dat es- - Phyl um Chor dat a
A.  Tuni cat es- - Subphyl um Ur ochor dat a
Green Al gae--Phyl um Chl or ophyt a

Caul erpa spp., Geen grape al gae
Hal i reda spp., Watercress al gae
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Peni cillus spp., Neptune's brush
Udot ea spp., Mermaid' s fan
Ventricaria ventricosa, Sea pearls
X.  Red Al gae--Phyl um Rhodophyt a
XlI. Sea grasses--Phyl um Angi osper nae
Hal odul e wrightii, Shoal grass
Hal ophil a spp., Sea vines
Ruppia maritima, Wdgeon grass
Syringodiumfiliforme, Mnatee grass
Thal assia testudium Turtle grass
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Tabl e 2 of Appendix Ato Part 622--Cari bbean Reef Fish

Acant huri dae- - Sur geonfi shes
Ccean surgeonfish, Acanthurus bahi anus
Doctorfish, Acanthurus chirurqgus
Bl ue tang, Acanthurus coerul eus
Ant ennari i dae- - Frogfi shes
Frogfish, Antennarius spp.
Apogoni dae- - Cardi nal fi shes
Fl amefi sh, Apogon racul at us
Conchfish, Astrapogen stellatus
Aul ost om dae- - Trunpet fi shes
Trunpetfish, Aul ostonus macul at us
Bal i sti dae- - Leat herj ackets
Scrawl ed filefish, Aluterus scriptus
Queen triggerfish, Balistes vetula
Wi tespotted filefish, Cantherhines nacrocerus
Ccean triggerfish, Canthiderm s sufflanen
Bl ack durgon, Melichthys niger
Sargassum triggerfish, Xanthichthys rigens
Bl enni i dae- - Conbt oot h bl enni es
Redl i p bl enny, Qphi obl ennius atlanticus
Bot hi dae--Lefteye fl ounders
Peacock fl ounder, Bothus |unatus
Car angi dae- - Jacks
Yel | ow j ack, Caranx bart hol onaei
Bl ue runner, Caranx crysos
Hor se- eye jack, Caranx |atus
Bl ack jack, Caranx lugubris
Bar jack, Caranx ruber
Greater anberjack, Seriola dunerili
Al maco jack, Seriola rivoliana
Chaet odont i dae--Butterflyfishes
Longsnout butterflyfish, Chaetodon acul eatus
Foureye butterflyfish, Chaetodon capistratus
Spotfin butterflyfish, Chaetodon ocellatus
Banded butterflyfish, Chaetodon striatus
Crrhitidae--Hawkfishes
Redspotted hawkfi sh, Anmblycirrhitus pinos
Dactyl opt eri dae--Fl yi ng gurnards
Flying gurnard, Dactyl opterus volitans
Ephi ppi dae- - Spadefi shes
Atl antic spadefish, Chaetodipterus faber
Gobi i dae- - Gobi es
Neon goby, Gobi osona oceanops
Rusty goby, Priolepis hipoliti
G ammat i dae- - Bassl ets
Royal gramma, Gramma | oreto
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Haenul i dae-- G unt s
Por kfi sh, Anisotremus virdginicus
Mar gat e, Haenul on al bum
Tonmt at e, Haenul on aurolineatum
French grunt, Haemul on flavolineatum
White grunt, Haermul on plumeri
Bl uestri ped grunt, Haenul on sciurus

Hol ocentri dae--Squirrel fishes
Squirrel fish, Holocentrus adscensionis
Longspi ne squirrelfish, Holocentrus rufus
Bl ackbar soldierfish, Myripristis jacobus
Cardi nal soldierfish, Plectrypops retrospinis

Labri dae-- W asses
Spani sh hogfi sh, Bodi anus rufus
Creol e wasse, depticus parrae
Yel | omcheek wrasse, Halichoeres cyanocephal us

Yel | owhead w asse, Halichoeres garnoti

Cl owmn wrasse, Halichoeres nmculipinna

Puddi ngwi f e, Hal i choeres radi atus

Pearly razorfish, Hem pteronotus novacul a

G een razorfish, Hem pteronotus spl endens

Hogfi sh, Lachnol ai mus maxi nus

Bl uehead wrasse, Thal assoma bifasci atum
Lut j ani dae- - Snappers

Bl ack snapper, Apsilus dentatus

Queen snapper, Etelis ocul atus

Mutt on snapper, Lutjanus analis

School mast er, Lutjanus apodus

Bl ackfin snapper, Lutjanus buccanella

Gray snapper, Lutjanus griseus

Dog snapper, Lutjanus jocu

Mahogany snapper, Lutjanus mahogan

Lane snapper, Lutjanus synagris

Si | k snapper, Lutjanus vivanus

Yel | owt ai | snapper, Qcyurus chrysurus

Wenchman, Pristiponoi des aquilonaris

Verm | i on snapper, Rhonboplites aurorubens
Mal acant hi dae--Ti | efi shes

Bl ackline tilefish, Caulolatilus cyanops

Sand tilefish, Mlacanthus plumer
Mul | i dae- - Goat fi shes

Yel | ow goatfish, Milloidichthys martinicus

Spotted goatfish, Pseudupeneus nacul at us
Mur aeni dae- - Mor ays

Chai n noray, Echidna catenata

G een noray, Gymnothorax funebris

Gol dentail noray, Gymothorax mliaris
Qgcocephal i dae--Batfi shes
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Bat fi sh, QOgcocepahal us spp.
Ophi cht hi dae- - Snake eel s
CGol dspotted eel, Myrichthys ocell atus
Opi st ognat hi dae- - Jawfi shes
Yel | owhead j awfi sh, Qpi stognathus aurifrons
Dusky jawfish, Qpistognathus whitehursti
Gstraci i dae- - Boxfi shes
Spotted trunkfish, Lactophrys bicaudalis
Honeyconb cowfi sh, Lactophrys polygonia
Scrawl ed cowfi sh, Lactophrys gquadricornis
Trunkfish, Lactophrys trigonus
Snmoot h trunkfish, Lactophrys triqueter
Pomacant hi dae- - Angel fi shes
Cherubfi sh, Centropyge arqgi
Queen angel fish, Holacanthus ciliaris
Rock beauty, Hol acanthus tricolor
Gray angel fish, Pomacant hus arcuat us
French angel fi sh, Pomacant hus paru
Pomacent ri dae- - Dansel fi shes
Sergeant maj or, Abudefduf saxatilis
Blue chroms, Chrom s cyanea
Sunshi nefish, Chrom s insolata
Yel |l owt ai | dansel fish, M crospathodon chrysurus

Dusky dansel fi sh, Pomacentrus fuscus
Beaugregory, Ponmacentrus |eucostictus
Bi col or dansel fi sh, Pomacentrus partitus
Thr eespot dansel fi sh, Pomacentrus planifrons
Pri acant hi dae- - Bi geyes
Bi geye, Priacanthus arenatus
A asseye snapper, Priacanthus cruentatus
Scari dae--Parrotfishes
M dni ght parrotfish, Scarus coel estinus
Bl ue parrotfish, Scarus coerul eus
Striped parrotfish, Scarus croicensis
Rai nbow parrotfish, Scarus guacanai a
Princess parrotfish, Scarus taeniopterus
Queen parrotfish, Scarus vetula
Redband parrotfish, Sparisoma aurofrenatum
Redtail parrotfish, Sparisona chrysopterum
Redfin parrotfish, Sparisoma rubripinne
Stoplight parrotfish, Sparisoma viride
Sci aeni dae- - Druns
Hi gh-hat, Equetus acum natus
Jackkni fe-fish, Equetus |anceol atus
Spotted drum Equetus punctatus
Scor paeni dae- - Scor pi onfi shes
Serrani dae- - Sea basses
Rock hi nd, Epinephelus adscensionis
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G aysby, Epinephel us cruentatus
Yel | onedge grouper, Epinephelus flavolinbatus

Coney, Epinephelus ful vus
Red hi nd, Epinephel us guttatus
Jewfish, Epinephelus itajara
Red grouper, Epinephelus norio
M sty grouper, Epinephelus nystacinus
Nassau G ouper, Epinephelus striatus
Butter ham et, Hypopl ectrus unicolor
Swi ssguard bassl et, Liopropoma rubre
Yel | owfin grouper, Mcteroperca venenosa
Ti ger grouper, M/cteroperca tigris
Creol e-fish, Paranthias furcifer
G eater soapfish, Rypticus saponaceus
Orangeback bass, Serranus annularis
Lantern bass, Serranus bal dw ni
Tobaccofi sh, Serranus tabacarius
Har | equi n bass, Serranus tigrinus
Chal k bass, Serranus tortugarum
Sol ei dae- - Sol es
Cari bbean tonguefish, Synphurus arawak
Spar i dae- - Por gi es
Sea bream Archosargus rhonboidalis
Jol t head porgy, Cal anus baj onado
Sheepshead porgy, Cal anus penna
Pl uma, Cal anus pennatul a
Syngnat hi dae- - Pi pefi shes
Seahor ses, H ppocanpus spp.
Pi pefishes, Syngnathus spp.
Synodont i dae- - Li zardf i shes
Sand di ver, Synodus internedius
Tetraodonti dae--Puffers
Shar pnose puffer, Canthigaster rostrata
Por cupi nefi sh, Diodon hystrix
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Table 3 of Appendix Ato Part 622--Qulf Reef Fish

Bal i sti dae--Triggerfishes
Gray triggerfish, Balistes capriscus
Car angi dae- - Jacks
Greater anberjack, Seriola dunerili
Lesser anberjack, Seriola fasciata
Al maco jack, Seriola rivoliana
Banded rudderfish, Seriola zonata
Labri dae- - W asses
Hogfi sh, Lachnol ai mus maxi nus
Lut j ani dae- - Snappers
Queen snapper, Etelis ocul atus
Mutt on snapper, Lutjanus analis
School mast er, Lutjanus apodus
Bl ackfin snapper, Lutjanus buccanella
Red snapper, Lutjanus canpechanus
Cubera snapper, Lutjanus cyanopterus
Gray (mangrove) snapper, Lutjanus griseus
Dog snapper, Lutjanus jocu
Mahogany snapper, Lutjanus nahogon
Lane snapper, Lutjanus synagris
Si | k snapper, Lutjanus vivanus
Yel | omt ai | snapper, QOcyurus chrysurus
Wenchman, Pristiponoi des aquilonaris
Verm | i on snapper, Rhonboplites aurorubens

Mal acant hi dae--Ti | efi shes
ol df ace tilefish, Caulolatilus chrysops
Bl ackline tilefish, Caulolatilus cyanops
Anchor tilefish, Caulolatilus internedius
Blueline tilefish, Caulolatilus nicrops
Til efish, Lophol atilus chanael eonti ceps
Serrani dae- - G oupers
Dwarf sand perch, Diplectrumbivittatum
Sand perch, D plectrumfornmsum
Rock hi nd, Epi nephel us adscensionis
Speckl ed hi nd, Epi nephel us drumondhayi

Yel | onedge grouper, Epinephelus flavoli nbatus

Red hi nd, Epi nephelus guttatus
Jewfish, Epinephelus itajara

Red grouper, Epinephelus norio

M sty grouper, Epinephelus nystacinus
War saw grouper, Epi nephelus nigritus
Snowy grouper, Epinephel us niveatus
Nassau grouper, Epinephelus striatus
Bl ack grouper, Mycteroperca bonaci

Yel | owmrout h grouper, Mycteroperca interstitialis

Gag, Mycteroperca mcrolepis
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Scanp, Myct eroperca phenax
Yel  owfi n grouper, M/cteroperca venenosa

136



Tabl e 4 of Appendix A to Part 622--South Atlantic Snapper-G ouper

Bal i sti dae--Triggerfishes
Gray triggerfish, Balistes capriscus
Queen triggerfish, Balistes vetula
Ccean triggerfish, Canthiderm s sufflanen
Car angi dae- - Jacks
Yel | ow j ack, Caranx bart hol onaei
Bl ue runner, Caranx crysos
Creval |l e jack, Caranx hi ppos
Bar jack, Caranx ruber
G eater anberjack, Seriola duneril
Lesser anberjack, Seriola fasciata
Al maco jack, Seriola rivoliana
Banded rudderfish, Seriola zonata
Ephi ppi dae- - Spadefi shes
Spadefi sh, Chaetodi pterus faber
Haemrul i dae- - Grunt s
Bl ack margate, Anisotrenus surinanensis
Por kfish, Anisotrenus virginicus
Mar gat e, Haenul on al bum
Tonmt at e, Haenul on aurolineatum
Smal | nout h grunt, Haenul on chrysargyreum
French grunt, Haemul on flavolineatum
Spani sh grunt, Haenul on nacr ost omum
Cot t onwi ck, Haemul on nel anur um
Sai |l ors choi ce, Haenul on parrai
White grunt, Haermul on plumeri
Bl ue stripe grunt, Haenul on sciurus
Labri dae- - W asses
Hogfi sh, Lachnol ai mus maxi nus
Puddi ngwi fe, Halichoeres radiatus
Lut j ani dae- - Snappers
Bl ack snapper, Apsilus dentatus
Queen snapper, Etelis ocul atus
Mutt on snapper, Lutjanus analis
School mast er, Lutjanus apodus
Bl ackfin snapper, Lutjanus buccanella
Red snapper, Lutjanus canpechanus
Cubera snapper, Lutjanus cyanopterus
Gray snapper, Lutjanus griseus
Mahogany snapper, Lutjanus mahogon
Dog snapper, Lutjanus jocu
Lane snapper, Lutjanus synagris
Si | k snapper, Lutjanus vivanus
Yel | omt ai | snapper, QOcyurus chrysurus
Verm | i on snapper, Rhonboplites aurorubens
Mal acant hi dae--Ti |l efi shes
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Blueline tilefish, Caulolatilus mcrops

Gol den tilefish, Lopholatilus chanmael eonti ceps

Sand tilefish, Ml acanthus plumer
Per ci cht hyi dae- - Tenper at e basses

W eckfish, Polyprion anericanus
Serrani dae- - Sea Basses and G oupers

Bank sea bass, Centropristis ocyurus

Rock sea bass, Centropristis phil adel phica

Bl ack sea bass, Centropristis striata

Rock hi nd, Epinephelus adscensionis

G aysby, Epinephel us cruentatus

Speckl ed hi nd, Epi nephel us drunmondhayi

Yel | onedge grouper, Epinephelus flavolinbatus

Coney, Epi nephelus ful vus

Red hi nd, Epinephel us guttatus

Jewfish, Epinephelus itajara

Red grouper, Epinephelus norio

M sty grouper, Epinephelus nystacinus

War saw grouper, Epi nephelus nigritus

Snowy grouper, Epinephel us niveatus

Nassau grouper, Epinephelus striatus

Bl ack grouper, Mycteroperca bonaci

Yel | owmrout h grouper, Mycteroperca interstitialis

Gag, Mycteroperca mcrolepis

Scanp, Mycteroperca phenax

Ti ger grouper, M/cteroperca tigris

Yel | owfin grouper, Mcteroperca venenosa
Spar i dae- - Por gi es

Sheepshead, Archosarqus probatocephal us

Grass porgy, Calanmus arctifrons

Jol t head porgy, Cal anus baj onado

Saucereye porgy, Calanus cal anus

Wi t ebone porgy, Calanmus | eucosteus

Knobbed porgy, Cal anmus nodosus

Red porgy, Pagrus pagrus

Longspi ne porgy, Stenotonus caprinus

Scup, Stenotonus chrysops
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Appendi x B to Part 622--Culf Areas

Table 1 of Appendix B to Part 622--Seaward Coordi nates of the

Longl i ne and Buoy Cear Restricted Area

Poi nt No. and reference |ocation: Nor t h West

| at . | ong.
1 Seaward limt of Florida's waters north
of Dry Tortugas 24°48.0' |82°48.0'
2 North of Rebecca Shoal 25°07.5" |82°34.0'
3 Of Sanibel Island - O fshore 26°26. 0" |82°59.0'
4 West of Egnont Key 27°30.0" |83°21.5'
5 Of Anclote Keys - O fshore 28°10.0" |83°45.0
6 Sout heast corner of Florida M ddle
G ound 28°11.0" |84°00.0'
7 Sout hwest corner of Florida Mddle
G ound 28°11.0"' |84°07.0'
8 West corner of Florida Mddle G ound 28°26.6" |84°24.8'
9 Northwest corner of Florida M ddle
G ound 28°42.5' |84°24.8'
10 South of Carrabelle 29°05.0' |84°47.0'
11 South of Cape St. Ceorge 29°02.5" |85°09.0
12 South of Cape San Blas |ighted bell buoy
- 20 fathons 29°21.0" |85°30.0
13 South of Cape San Blas |ighted bell buoy
- 50 fathons 28°58. 7' |85°30.0'
14 De Soto Canyon 30°06. 0" |86°55.0'
15 Sout h of Pensacol a 29°46.0' |87°19.0'
16 South of Perdido Bay 29°29.0" |87°27.5
17 East of North Pass of the M ssissippi
Ri ver 29°14.5"' |88°28.0'
18 Sout h of Sout hwest Pass of the
M ssi ssi ppi R ver 28°46.5"' |89°26.0'
19 Northwest tip of M ssissippi Canyon 28°38.5" |90°08.5'
20 West side of M ssissippi Canyon 28°34.5" |89°59.5'
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21 South of Tinbalier Bay 28°22.5" |190°02.5
22 South of Terrebonne Bay 28°10.5" |90°31.5
23 South of Freeport 27°58.0" |95°00.0
24 O f Matagorda Island 27°43.0" |96°02.0
25 O f Aransas Pass 27°30.0" |96°23.5
26 Northeast of Port Mansfield 27°00.0" ]96°39.0
27 East of Port Mansfield 26°44.0' |96°37.5
28 Northeast of Port Isabel 26°22.0" [96°21.0
29 U.S./Mexico EEZ boundary 26°00.5" |96°24.5
Thence westerly along U S./Mxico EEZ
boundary to the seaward Iimt of Texas'
wat ers.

tNearest identifiable |andfall, boundary, navigational aid, or

subrmari ne ar ea.

Table 2 of Appendix B to Part 622--Seaward Coordi nates of the
Stressed Area

Poi nt No. and reference | ocation: North West

| at . | ong.
1 Seaward limt of Florida' s waters
nort heast of Dry Tortugas 24°45. 5" | 82°41.5
2 North of Marquesas Keys 24°48.0" |82°06.5
3 Of Cape Sable 25°15.0" |82°02.0'
4 Of Sanibel Island - Inshore 26°26.0" |82°29.0
5 Of Sanibel Island - O fshore 26°26.0" |82°59.0
6 West of Egnont Key 27°30.0" |83°21.5
7 Of Anclote Keys - Ofshore 28°10.0" |83°45.0
8 Of Anclote Keys - Inshore 28°10.0" |83°14.0
9 Of Deadman Bay 29°38.0" |84°00.0
10 Seaward |imt of Florida' s waters east
of Cape St. George 29°35.5" |84°38.6
Thence westerly along the seaward Iimt of
Florida's waters to:
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11 Seaward limt of Florida's waters south
of Cape San Bl as 29°32.2" |85°27.1
12 Sout hwest of Cape San Bl as 29°30.5" |85°52.0
13 Of St. Andrew Bay 29°53.0' |86°10.0'
14 De Soto Canyon 30°06. 0" [86°55.0
15 Sout h of Fl orida/ Al abama bor der 29°34.5'" [87°38.0
16 Of Mbbil e Bay 29°41.0' [88°00.0
17 South of Al abama/ M ssi ssippi border 30°01.5" |88°23.7
18 Hor n/ Chandel eur | sl ands 30°01.5" [88°40.5
19 Chandel eur | sl ands 29°35.5"'" [88°37.0
20 Seaward limt of Louisiana's waters off
North Pass of the M ssissippi R ver 29°16.3" |89°00.0
Thence southerly and westerly along the
seaward limt of Louisiana's waters to:
21 Seaward limt of Louisiana' s waters off
Sout hwest Pass of the M ssissippi River 28°57.3" |89°28.2
22 Sout heast of Grand Isle 29°09.0' [89°47.0
23 Quick flashing horn buoy south of Isles
Der ni er es 28°32. 5 90°42.0
24 Sout heast of Cal casi eu Pass 29°10.0" [92°37.0
25 South of Sabi ne Pass - 10 fat hons 29°09.0' |93°41.0'
26 South of Sabi ne Pass - 30 fathons 28°21.5" [93°28.0
27 East of Aransas Pass 27°49.0' [96°19.5
28 East of Baffin Bay 27°12.0" [96°51.0
29 Nort heast of Port Mansfield 26°46.5" [96°52.0
30 Northeast of Port | sabel 26°21.5" [96°35.0
31 U. S./Mexico EEZ boundary 26°00.5" |96°36.0
Thence westerly along U S./Mexico EEZ
boundary to the seaward Iimt of Texas
wat er s.

‘Nearest 1dentifiable landfall, boundary, navigational aid, or

subrmari ne ar ea.
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Appendi x C to Part 622--Fish Length Measurenents

Figure 1 of Appendix Cto Part 622--Carapace Length
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Fork length

S o o o 7 e W " —— - .

Total length

Appendix C to Part 622-
Tllustration of length measurements.

Figure 2.
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Appendi x Dto Part 622--Specifications for Certified BRDs

A. Extended Funnel.

1. Description. The extended funnel BRD consists of an
extension wth | arge-nmesh webbing in the center (the | arge-nesh
escape section) and snmall-mesh webbi ng on each end held open by a
sem -rigid hoop. A funnel of small-nmesh webbing is placed inside
the extension to forma passage for shrinp to the codend. It
al so creates an area of reduced water flowto allow for fish
escapenent through the |arge nesh. One side of the funnel is
extended vertically to forma | ead panel and area of reduced
water flow. There are two sizes of extended funnel BRDs, a
standard size and an inshore size for small traw s.

2. Mnimum Construction and Installation Requirenents for
St andard Si ze.

(a) Extension Material. The small-mesh sections used on both
si des of the |arge-nmesh escape section are constructed of 1 5/8
inch (4.13 cm), No. 30 stretched nmesh, nylon webbing. The front
section is 120 neshes around by 6 % neshes deep. The back
section is 120 nmeshes around by 23 neshes deep.

(b) Large-Mesh Escape Section. The |arge-nmesh escape section
is constructed of 8 to 10 inch (20.3 to 25.4 cn), stretched nesh,
webbi ng. This section is cut on the bar to forma section that
is 15 inches (38.1 cn) in length by 95 inches (241.3 cm) in
circunference. The |leading edge is attached to the 6 % nesh
extension section and the rear edge is attached to the 23-nesh
ext ensi on section.

(c) FEunnel. The funnel is constructed of 1 Yinch (3.81 cm
stretched nesh, No. 30 depth-stretched and heat-set pol yet hyl ene
webbing. The circunference of the | eading edge is 120 neshes and
t he back edge is 78 neshes. The short side of the funnel is 34
to 36 inches (86.4 to 91.4 cn) long and the opposite side of the
funnel extends an additional 22 to 24 inches (55.9 to 61.0 cm.
The circunference of the | eading edge of the funnel is attached
to the forward small-nmesh section three nmeshes forward of the
| ar ge- mesh escape section and is evenly sewn, nesh for nesh, to
the smal | -nesh section. The after edge of the funnel is attached
to the after small-nmesh section at its top and bottom ei ght
meshes back fromthe |arge-nesh escape panel. Seven neshes of
the top and seven neshes of the bottom of the funnel are attached
to eight neshes at the top and bottom of the small-nmesh section,
such ei ght meshes being | ocated i medi ately adjacent to the top
and bottom centers of the small-nesh section on the side of the
funnel's extended side. The extended side of the funnel is sewn
at its top and bottomto the top and bottom of the small-nesh
section, extending at an angle toward the top and bottom centers
of the small-nmesh section.
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(d) Sem-Rigid Hoop. A 30-inch (76.2-cnm) dianeter hoop
constructed of plastic-coated traw cable, swaged together with a
3/8-inch (9.53-mm) mcropress sleeve, is installed five neshes
behind the trailing edge of the |arge-nesh escape section. The
ext ensi on webbi ng nust be laced to the ring around the entire
ci rcunference and nmust be equally distributed on the hoop, that
is, 30 neshes nust be evenly attached to each quadrant.

(e) Installation. The extended funnel BRD is attached 8
inches (20.3 cm behind the posterior edge of the TED. If it is
attached behind a soft TED, a second sem -rigid hoop, as
prescribed in paragraph A 2.(d), nust be installed in the front
section of the BRD extension webbing at the | eading edge of the
funnel. The codend of the trawl net is attached to the trailing
edge of the BRD.

3. Mnimum Construction and Installation Requirenents for
| nshore Size.

(a) Extension Material. The small-mesh sections used on both
si des of the |arge-nmesh escape section are constructed of 1 3/8
inch (3.5 cn), No. 18 stretched nmesh, nylon webbing. The front
section is 120 nmeshes around by 6 % neshes deep. The back
section is 120 nmeshes around by 23 nmeshes deep.

(b) Large-Mesh Escape Section. The |arge-nmesh escape section
is constructed of 8 to 10 inch (20.3 to 25.4 cm, stretched nesh
webbing. This section is cut on the bar to forma section that
is 15 inches (38.1 cn) by 75 inches (190.5 cn) in circunference.
The | eading edge is attached to the 6 % nmesh extension section
and the rear edge is attached to the 23-nesh extension section.

(c) Funnel. The funnel is constructed of 1 3/8 inch (3.5
cm, stretched nesh, No. 18 depth-stretched and heat-set
pol yet hyl ene webbi ng. The circunference of the | eading edge is
120 neshes and the back edge is 78 neshes. The short side of the
funnel is 30 to 32 inches (76.2 to 81.3 cn) long and the opposite
side of the funnel extends an additional 20 to 22 inches (50.8 to
55.9 cm. The circunference of the | eading edge of the funnel is
attached to the forward small-nmesh section three nmeshes forward
of the | arge-nmesh escape section and is evenly sewn, nesh for
mesh, to the small-nmesh section. The after edge of the funnel is
attached to the after snall-nmesh section at its top and bottom
ei ght neshes back fromthe | arge-nesh escape panel. Seven neshes
of the top and seven neshes of the bottom of the funnel are
attached to eight neshes at the top and bottom of the small-nesh
section, such eight nmeshes being | ocated i medi ately adjacent to
the top and bottom centers of the small-nmesh section on the side
of the funnel's extended side. The extended side of the funnel
is sewn at its top and bottomto the top and bottom of the
smal | -mesh section, extending at an angle toward the top and
bottom centers of the snall-nesh section
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(d) Sem-Rigid Hoop. A 24-inch (61.0-cn) dianmeter hoop
constructed of plastic-coated traw cable, swaged together with a
3/8-inch (9.53-mm) mcropress sleeve, is installed five neshes
behind the trailing edge of the |arge nesh section. The
ext ensi on webbi ng nust be laced to the ring around the entire
ci rcunference and nmust be equally distributed on the hoop, that
is, 30 neshes nust be evenly attached to each quadrant.

(e) Installation. The extended funnel BRD is attached 8
inches (20.3 cm behind the posterior edge of the TED. If it is
attached behind a soft TED, a second sem -rigid hoop, as
prescribed in paragraph A 3.(d), nust be installed in the front
section of the BRD extension webbing at the | eading edge of the
funnel. The codend of the trawl net is attached to the trailing
edge of the BRD.

B. Expanded Mesh. The expanded nesh BRD is constructed and
install ed exactly the sane as the standard size extended funnel
BRD, except that one side of the funnel is not extended to forma
| ead panel .

C. FEisheye.

1. Description. The fisheye BRD is a cone-shaped rigid frane
constructed fromal um numor steel rod of at least 1/4 inch
di aneter, which is inserted into the codend to form an escape
openi ng. Fisheyes of several different shapes and sizes have
been tested in different positions in the codend.

2. Mnimum Construction and Installation Requirenents. The
fi sheye has a m ni nrum openi ng di nensi on of 5 inches (12.7 cn) and
a mnimumtotal opening area of 36 square inches (91.4 square
cm. The fisheye nust be installed at the top center of the
codend of the trawl to create an opening in the trawl facing in
the direction of the nouth of the trawl no further forward than
11 ft (3.4 nm) fromthe codend drawstring (tie-off rings) or 70
percent of the distance between the codend drawstring and the
forward edge of the codend, excluding any extension, whichever is
the shorter distance. 1In the GQulf EEZ only, when the fisheye BRD
Is installed in this position, no part of the lazy line
attachnment system (i.e., any nmechanism such as el ephant ears or
choker straps, used to attach the lazy line to the codend) may
overlap the fisheye escape opening when the fisheye is installed
aft of the attachnment point of the codend retrieval system

D. @ilf fisheye.

1. Description. The Gulf fisheye BRD is a cone-shaped rigid
frame constructed fromalum numor steel that is inserted into
the top center of the codend, or is offset not nore than 15
nmeshes perpendicular to the top center of the codend, to form an
escape openi ng.

2. Mnimm Construction and Installation Requirenents. The
@Qul f fisheye is a cone-shaped rigid frame constructed of al um num
or steel rods. The rods nust be at |east 1/4-inch (6.35-m)

146



di aneter. Any dinension of the escape opening nmust be at | east
5.0 inches (12.7 cn), and the total escape opening area nust be
at least 36.0 in? (232.3 cnt). The &ulf fisheye nmust be

installed in the codend of the trawl to create an escape opening
in the traw, facing in the direction of the nouth of the traw,
no further forward than 12.5 ft (3.81 m and no less than 8.5 ft
(2.59 mMm fromthe codend tie-off rings. Wen installed in this
position, no part of the lazy |ine attachnent system (i.e., any
mechani sm such as el ephant ears or choker straps, used to attach
the lazy line to the codend) nay overlap the fisheye escape
openi ng when the fisheye is installed aft of the attachnment point
of the codend retrieval system The Gulf fisheye may not be

of fset nore than 15 meshes perpendicular to the top center of the
codend.

E. Jones-Davis.

1. Description. The Jones-Davis BRDis simlar to the
expanded nmesh and the extended funnel BRDs except that the fish
escape openings are wi ndows cut around the funnel rather than
| arge- mesh sections. 1In addition, a webbing cone fish deflector
is installed behind the funnel.

2. Mnimm Construction and Installation Requirenents. The
Jones-Davis BRD nmust contain all of the follow ng.

(a) Webbing extension. The webbing extension nust be
constructed froma single piece of 1 5/8-inch (3.5-cm) stretch
mesh nunber 30 nylon 42 neshes by 120 neshes. A tube is forned
fromthe extension webbing by sewing the 42-nmesh side together.

(b) 28-inch (71.1-cm cable hoop. A single hoop nust be
constructed of %inch (1.3-cm steel cable 88 inches (223.5 cm
in length. The cable nust be joined at its ends by a 3-inch
(7.6-cm piece of »inch (1.3-cm al um num pi pe and pressed with
a 3/8-inch (0.95-cm die to forma hoop. The inside dianeter of
this hoop nust be between 27 and 29 inches (68.6 and 73.7 cm.
The hoop nust be attached to the extension webbing 17 % neshes
behi nd the | eadi ng edge. The extensi on webbi ng nust be quartered
and attached in four places around the hoop, and every other nesh
nmust be attached all the way around the hoop using nunber 24
twine or larger. The hoop nust be laced with 3/8-inch (0.95-cm
pol ypropyl ene or pol yet hyl ene rope for chaffing.

(c) 24-inch (61.0-cm hoop. A single hoop nmust be constructed
of either nunber 60 twi ne 80 inches (203.2 cm) in length or 3/8-
inch (0.95-cm) steel cable 75 % inches (191.8 cn) in length. |If
twine is used, the twine nmust be laced in and out of the
ext ensi on webbi ng 39 neshes behind the | eadi ng edge, and the ends
must be tied together. |If cable is used, the cable nust be
joined at its ends by a 3-inch (7.6-cn) piece of 3/8-inch (0.95-
cm) al um num pi pe and pressed together with a 1/4-inch (0.64-cn
die to forma hoop. The inside dianmeter of this hoop nust be
bet ween 23 and 25 inches (58.4 and 63.4 cm. The hoop nust be
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attached to the extension webbing 39 nmeshes behind the | eading
edge. The extension webbing nust be quartered and attached in
four places around the hoop, and every other nesh nust be
attached all the way around the hoop using nunber 24 tw ne or

| arger. The hoop nust be laced with 3/8-inch (0.95-cn

pol ypropyl ene or pol yet hyl ene rope for chaffing.

(d) FEunnel. The funnel must be constructed from four sections
of 1 Y2inch (3.8-cn) heat-set and depth-stretched pol ypropyl ene
or pol yethyl ene webbing. The two side sections nust be
rectangul ar in shape, 29 % neshes on the | eading edge by 23
nmeshes deep. The top and bottom sections are 29 % neshes on the
| eadi ng edge by 23 neshes deep and tapered 1 point 2 bars on both
sides down to 8 nmeshes across the back. The four sections nust
be sewn together down the 23-nesh edge to formthe funnel

(e) Attachnent of the funnel in the webbing extension. The
funnel nust be installed two nmeshes behind the | eadi ng edge of
the extension starting at the center seam of the extension and
the center nesh of the funnel's top section | eading edge. On the
sanme row of neshes, the funnel nmust be sewn evenly all the way
around the inside of the extension. The funnel's top and bottom
back edges nust be attached one nesh behind the 28-inch (71.1-cm
cabl e hoop (front hoop). Starting at the top center seam the
back edge of the top funnel section nmust be attached four neshes
each side of the center. Counting around 60 neshes fromthe top
center, the back edge of the bottom section nust be attached 4
meshes on each side of the bottomcenter. C earance between the
side of the funnel and the 28-inch (71.1-cm cable hoop (front
hoop) must be at |least 6 inches (15.2 cm when neasured in the
hangi ng position.

(f) CQutting the escape openings. The |eading edge of the
escape opening nust be located within 18 inches (45.7 cn) of the
posterior edge of the turtle excluder device (TED) grid. The
area of the escape opening nust total at |east 864 in? (5,574.2
cnt). Two escape openings 10 nmeshes wi de by 13 neshes deep nust
be cut 6 neshes apart in the extension webbing, starting at the
top center extension seam 3 meshes back fromthe | eadi ng edge
and 16 nmeshes to the left and to the right (total of four
openings). The four escape openings nust be doubl e sel vaged for
strength.

(g) Alternative Method for Constructing the Funnel and Escape
Openings. The follow ng nmethod for constructing the funnel and
escape openi ngs nmay be used instead of the nethod described in
paragraphs F.2.d., F.2.e., and F.2.f. of this section. Wth this
alternative nethod, the funnel and escape openings are forned by
cutting a flap in each side of the extension webbing; pushing the
flaps inward; and attaching the top and bottom edges al ong the
bars of the extension webbing to formthe v-shape of the funnel.
M ni mum requi renents applicable to this nethod include: (1) The
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funnel's top and bottom back edges nust be attached one nesh

behi nd the 28-inch (71.1-cm cable hoop (front hoop); (2)

cl earance between the side of the funnel and the 28-inch (71.1-
cnm) cable hoop (front hoop) nust be at |least 6 inches (15.2 cm
when neasured in the hanging position; (3) the |eading edge of

t he escape opening nust be |ocated within 18 inches (45.7 cn) of
t he posterior edge of the turtle excluder device (TED) grid; and,
(4) the area of the escape opening nust total at |east 864 in?
(5,574.2 cnt). To construct the funnel and escape openi ngs using
this method, begin 3 Y neshes fromthe | eadi ng edge of the
extension, at the top center seam count over 18 neshes on each
side, and cut 13 neshes toward the back of the extension. Turn
parallel to the | eading edge, and cut 26 nmeshes toward the bottom
center of the extension. Next, turn parallel to the top center
seam and cut 13 nmeshes forward toward the | eadi ng edge, creating
a flap of webbing 13 neshes by 26 neshes by 13 neshes. Lengthen
the flap to 18 neshes by adding a 4 Y2nmesh by 26-nmesh rectangul ar
section of webbing to the 26-nmesh edge. Attach the 18-mesh edges
to the top and bottom of the extension by sewing 2 bars of the
extension to 1 mesh on the flap in toward the top center and
bottom center of the extension, formng the exit opening and the
funnel. Connect the two flaps together in the center with a 7-

i nch piece of nunber 42 twine to all ow adequate cl earance for
fish escapenent between the flaps and the side openings. On each
side, sew a 6-nesh by 10 Y nesh section of webbing to 6 neshes of
the center of the 26-nmesh cut on the extension and 6 nmeshes
centered between the 13-mesh cuts 3 %% neshes fromthe | eading
edge. This forms two 10-nesh by 13-nesh openi ngs on each side.

(h) Cone fish deflector. The cone fish deflector is
constructed of 2 pieces of 1 5/8-inch (4.13-cn) pol ypropyl ene or
pol yet hyl ene webbi ng, 40 neshes wi de by 20 neshes in | ength and
cut on the bar on each side formng a triangle. Starting at the
apex of the two triangles, the two pieces nmust be sewn together
to forma cone of webbing. The apex of the cone fish deflector
nmust be positioned within 10-14 inches (25.4-35.6 cn) of the
posteri or edge of the funnel.

(i) 11-inch (27.9-cm cable hoop for cone deflector. A single
hoop nust be constructed of 5/16-inch (0.79-cnm) or 3/8-inch
(0.95-cn) cable 34 % inches (87.6 cm in length. The ends nust
be joined by a 3-inch (7.6-cm piece of 3/8-inch (0.95-cm
al um num pi pe pressed together with a 1/4-inch (0.64-cnm die.

The hoop nust be inserted in the webbing cone, attached 10 neshes
fromthe apex and | aced all the way around with heavy tw ne.

(j) Installation of the cone in the extension. The cone nust
be installed in the extension 12 inches (30.5 cm behind the back
edge of the funnel and attached in four places. The m dpoint of
a piece of nunber 60 twne 4 ft (1.22 n) in length nust be
attached to the apex of the cone. This piece of tw ne nust be
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attached to the 28-inch (71.1-cm cable hoop at the center of
each of its sides; the points of attachnent for the two pieces of
twi ne nust be nmeasured 20 inches (50.8 cm) fromthe m dpoint
attachnment. Two 8-inch (20.3-cm pieces of nunber 60 tw ne nust
be attached to the top and bottom of the 11-inch (27.9-cnm cone
hoop. The opposite ends of these two pieces of tw ne nust be
attached to the top and bottom center of the 24-inch (61-cnm
cabl e hoop; the points of attachnent for the two pieces of tw ne
nmust be nmeasured 4 inches (10.2 cn) fromthe points where they
are tied to the 11-inch (27.9-cm cone hoop.
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